
Students should complete this task on their own.

Students should complete this task in pairs. Pair talk would work well with this activity. 

This task may be completed in small groups.

This task should be modelled by the teacher. A model is provided, but teachers may want to 
complete an additional class model ’live’ with the group.

The answers to this task should be written. Teachers may decide that some tasks without this 
icon should also be written down – this is down to a teacher’s discretion. 

This icon identifies the page number students can find the resource in the Poetry 
Anthology student booklet.

This icon is a reminder that students will sit a fortnightly mastery quiz at the end of this lesson. 

Icon guide
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Mastery Content:

In this lesson, students will be mastering the following:

• A metaphor provides a clear description
• The tenor is the subject of a metaphor
• The vehicle is the imaginative, comparison element of a metaphor
• ‘November Night’ compares the sound of a leaf breaking from a tree 

to the sound of passing ghosts



Do Now
Students explain the meaning of each metaphor. The extension is for students to 
recall the difference between literal and metaphorical language.
Metaphors
Pupils are given an explanation of what metaphors are. Quiz students on the 
metaphorical and literal statements.

How do you want to capture students’ 
answers?

Tenors and Vehicles
We have defined metaphor and we know that it is a non-literal description. To 
help make our discussions more accurate and precise, we need to use the 
proper terms for each element of a metaphor.
Carefully explain the idea of a metaphor having two parts: the subject (i.e. tenor) 
and the thing it is being compared to (i.e. vehicle). 
Illustrate this idea with an example from previous lesson. 

Finding the Tenor and Vehicle
Students need to find the tenor and vehicle in a range of different sentences. 
Some are idioms, some are from poems. The examples grow increasingly difficult -
to the point where the tenor is implied, and students need to work out the subject 
for themselves. 

Resource: Tenors and Vehicles

‘November Night’
Students read ‘November Night’ and have to identify the tenor (leaves) and 
vehicle (ghosts). They then answer two questions: 1) What do ghosts make you 
think about? Consider how they might look, how they might sound and what they 
are 2) What do ghosts have in common with the sound of the leaves falling? The 
extension is to think about why Crapsey might have used this metaphor and its 
effect.

Resource: ‘November Night’

Check your answers
Students to self-edit before reviewing the content of their answers.

Mastery
Which statements are correct? Address misconceptions.

How do you want to capture 
understanding? Mini whiteboards or in 
books etc.?

Le
ss

on
 G

ui
de



Do
 N

ow
Monday, 04 April 2022

These are examples of metaphor. Explain 
the meaning of the phrase. 

Extension: How is a metaphor different to literal 
language?

1. Life is a rollercoaster.
Life has many different events in it and 
some are good and some are bad.
2. My teacher is a dragon.
My teacher is loud and a little scary.

3. Time is money.
Time is valuable and you should not 
waste it.
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• I can understand two new poetic terms 
called ‘tenor’ and ‘vehicle’.
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• Metaphors are very good at helping a reader to 

imagine something.

• Metaphors and similes work 
by comparing two things. 

• If you say ‘it’s really silent’, then the reader knows 
it’s silent.

• We also use the term simile.  This is when we 
compare something to something else (like a 
metaphor) but we specifically use the words ‘as’ 
or ‘like’.

• If you say ‘it’s as silent as a graveyard’, the reader 
knows that there is something creepy and 
deathly about the silence.  
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1. I wandered lonely as a cloud.
2. Sweat dripped from his tense face. 
3. As snug as a gun, the pen rests between my finger 

and my thumb. 
4. I could show you wonderful things.
5. The panther paces over and over, like a ritual 

dance around a centre. 
6. Remembering my love, tears fall from my eyes.
7. My love is like a red, red rose that's newly sprung in 

June.

For each of these sentences, you need to decide if it
is a metaphor, a simile or if it is literal.

Extension: For each piece of imagery, explain what 
two things are being compared.



M
et

ap
ho

r

1. I wandered lonely as a cloud. S
2. Sweat dripped from his tense face. L
3. As snug as a gun, the pen rests between my finger 

and my thumb. S
4. I could show you wonderful things. L
5. The panther paces over and over, like a ritual 

dance around a centre. S
6. Remembering my love, tears fall from my eyes. L
7. My love is like a red, red rose that's newly sprung in 

June. S

Extension: For each piece of imagery, explain what 
two things are being compared.

For each of these sentences, you need to decide if it
is a metaphor, a simile or if it is literal.
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There are two parts to a metaphor and simile:

PART ONE: The thing you want to try and describe to 
your audience. 

We have read a poem where this was fog.

PART TWO: The imaginative idea you compare it with 
to help your audience understand it. This is the ‘made 
up’ bit. 

The imaginative idea was a cat (to describe fog).
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PART 
ONE

PART 
TWO

PART ONE: The thing you want to try and describe to 
your audience. 

PART TWO: The imaginative idea you compare it with 
to help your audience understand it. This is the ‘made 
up’ bit. 



The fog comes on little cat feet. The fog comes on little cat feet. 
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Tenor Vehicle

The two parts of a metaphor or simile have proper 
names that we can use. 
PART ONE: The thing you want to try and describe to 
your audience. 

This is called the TENOR. 
PART TWO: The imaginative idea you compare it with 
to help your audience understand it. This is the ‘made 
up’ bit. 

This is called the VEHICLE. 
What is the tenor and what is the vehicle in this 
example?



Extension: What do the tenor and the vehicle have in 
common?
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Find the tenor and vehicle for each 
metaphor and simile.  For example:

Metaphorical 
sentence Tenor Vehicle

Achilles fought like a lion. Achilles Lion 

Both are strong, fierce and brave.p.6
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Find the tenor and vehicle for each 
metaphor and simile. 

p.6

Metaphorical 
sentence Tenor Vehicle

Achilles fought like a lion.

Your room is a pigsty.

The room was like a furnace.

Robert is like a bull in a china shop.

The eagle is like a bolt of lightning.

The room was as silent as a graveyard.

She was volcanic with anger.

Extension: What do the tenor and the vehicle have in common?
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Your room is a pigsty.

What is the tenor?
What is the vehicle?

Extension: What do the tenor and the vehicle have in 
common?
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Your room is a pigsty.
TENOR VEHICLE

What is the tenor? 
What is the vehicle?

Extension: What do the tenor and the vehicle have in 
common?
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The room was like a furnace.

What is the tenor?
What is the vehicle?

Extension: What do the tenor and the vehicle have in 
common?
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The room was like a furnace.
TENOR VEHICLE

What is the tenor? 
What is the vehicle?

Extension: What do the tenor and the vehicle have in 
common?
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Robert is like a bull in a china shop. 

What is the tenor?
What is the vehicle?

Extension: What do the tenor and the vehicle have in 
common?
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Robert is like a bull in a china shop. 
TENOR VEHICLE

What is the tenor?
What is the vehicle?

Extension: What do the tenor and the vehicle have in 
common?
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The eagle is like a bolt of lightening.

What is the tenor?
What is the vehicle?

Extension: What do the tenor and the vehicle have in 
common?
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The eagle is like a bolt of lightening.
TENOR VEHICLE

What is the tenor?
What is the vehicle?

Extension: What do the tenor and the vehicle have in 
common?



The room was as silent as a graveyard.

What is the tenor?
What is the vehicle?
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Extension: What do the tenor and the vehicle have in 
common?
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TENOR VEHICLE
The room was as silent as a graveyard.

What is the tenor?
What is the vehicle?

Extension: What do the tenor and the vehicle have in 
common?
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She was volcanic with anger.

What is the tenor?
What is the vehicle?

Extension: What do the tenor and the vehicle have in 
common?
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She was volcanic with anger.
TENOR VEHICLE

What is the tenor?
What is the vehicle?

Extension: What do the tenor and the vehicle have in 
common?
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sentence Tenor Vehicle

Achilles fought like a lion.

Your room is a pigsty.

The room was like a furnace.

Robert is like a bull in a china shop.

The eagle is like a bolt of lightning.

The room was as silent as a graveyard.

She was volcanic with anger.

p.6

Your room
The room
Robert

The eagle

The room
She

A pigsty
A furnace
A bull
A bolt of
lightning

A graveyard
A volcano

Achilles Lion

Find the tenor and vehicle table for 
each metaphor or simile. 



This poem has one tenor and one vehicle.
First, identify the tenor.
Second, identify the vehicle.
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Listen. . .
With faint dry sound, 
Like steps of passing ghosts, 
The leaves, frost-crisp’d, 
break from the trees
And fall.

Adelaide Crapsey 
(1878-1914)

This poem is about the sound a leaf makes when it 
falls from a tree. It is called ‘November Night’.

Listen. . .
With faint dry sound, 
Like steps of passing ghosts, 
The leaves, frost-crisp’d, 
break from the trees
And fall.

Adelaide Crapsey 
(1878-1914)

p.2

Listen. . .
With faint dry sound, 
Like steps of passing ghosts, 
The leaves, frost-crisp’d, 
break from the trees
And fall.

Adelaide Crapsey 
(1878-1914)

vehicle

tenor
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1. What do ghosts make you think about? Consider 
how they might look, how they might sound and 
what they are.

2. What do ghosts have in common with the sound 
of the leaves falling?

Like steps of passing ghosts, The leaves
TENORVEHICLE

Extension: Why did Crapsey decide to use this simile? 
What does the comparison add to the poem?
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1. What do ghosts make you think about? Consider 
how they might look, how they might sound and 
what they are.

2. What do ghosts have in common with the sound 
of the leaves falling?

Like steps of passing ghosts, The leaves
TENORVEHICLE

Extension: Why did Crapsey decide to use this 
metaphor? What does the comparison add to the 
poem?



 Check 1: Are there any run-on sentences?
 Check 2: Does each proper noun begin 

with a capital? E.g. Crapsey
 Check 3: Have you used pronouns clearly 

and accurately?
 Check 4: Have you checked your 

spellings?

When you’ve finished, 
check your writing.
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1. Ghosts make me think about 
people who have died and are 
haunting us. They are usually 
thought of quiet and scary. They 
don’t walk – they fly or glide.

2. Both the leaves and ghosts are 
very quiet and might rustle softly. 
The leaves float like ghosts float. 
The leaves are silver because of 
the frost. We usually think of ghosts 
as pale silver.

Extension: I think Crapsey might have compared ghosts 
and leaves as it makes the poem seem quite spooky. You 
imagine the leaves drifting just like ghosts drift. It is almost 
as if the leaves are haunting us. November is also close to 
Halloween which is a time when people think about scary 
things like ghosts.
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Which of the following are correct?

a) The tenor is the literal part. It is the thing you want 
to describe to your audience. 

b) The vehicle is the literal part. It is the thing you want 
to describe to your audience.

c) Metaphors compare two things that are different.
d) Metaphor tells the literal thing that actually 

happened.
e) In November Night, the vehicle is the leaves.
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Which of the following are correct?

a) The tenor is the literal part. It is the thing you want 
to describe to your audience. 

b) The vehicle is the literal part. It is the thing you want 
to describe to your audience.

c) Metaphors compare two things that are different.
d) Metaphor tells the literal thing that actually 

happened.
e) In November Night, the vehicle is the leaves.
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Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 
improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!
Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
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