
Students should complete this task on their own.

Students should complete this task in pairs. Pair talk would work well with this activity. 

This task may be completed in small groups.

This task should be modelled by the teacher. A model is provided, but teachers may want to 

complete an addition class model ’live’ with the group.

The answers to this task should be written. Teachers may decide that some tasks without this 

icon should also be written down – this is down to a teacher’s discretion. 

This icon identifies the page number students can find the resource in the Poetry student 

booklet.

This icon is a reminder that students will sit a fortnightly mastery quiz at the end of this lesson. 
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In this lesson, students will be mastering the following:

Mastery Content:

• Poets use imagery to create vivid images in their writing

• Grace Nichols uses imagery to show that she is conflicted about her 

move from Guyana to London

• Nichols uses imagery to show that she is eventually comfortable with 

her move to London
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Do Now

1. What is an immigrant?

2. When did Grace Nichols move to England?

3. Why did the speaker in ‘Wherever I Hang’ leave Guyana?

4. Where does the speaker in ‘Wherever I Hang’ say they belong? 

Imagery

Introduce students to the idea of imagery. They have encountered this before in 

their study of ‘Romeo and Juliet’. A passage is provided to jog students'’ 

memories. Look again at the religious imagery that was used in this shared 

sonnet between the lovers. 

Re-reading of ‘Wherever I Hang’

Before reading the poem, students listen to Nichols's views on her journey back 

to Guyana. This will help students later in the lesson when they consider her 

feelings on the journey. 

Extension: What was the experience of immigrants at the time Nichols was 

writing?

Annotating imagery

The poem has been divided into 4 sections. Students are asked to highlight 

imagery relevant to the questions being posed. Guidance is provided on the 

slides. You may wish to withhold this until students attempt the annotations 

themselves first. 

Extended Writing

Students answer the question: Compare the ways Nichols feels towards Guyana 

and England. The comparative element of the unit is established from the start. 

Students are provided with a guideline of how to structure their responses. 

Model paragraph

An example paragraph is provided. Consider how you would like to use this: to 

provide sentence stems, as a printed model that is annotated, as a paragraph 

to print for students that need more scaffolding?  

Students write their paragraphs in response to the question

Poetry Learning Map

During the unit, students will keep a record of their key quotations for each 

poem on the theme of journeys. This will help with revision ahead of the 

assessment. Students need to add quotes from ‘Wherever I Hang’.

Mastery

Students to complete mastery quiz. Address misconceptions. 



Wherever I Hang: Guyana and England
LO: Compare the ways Nichols feels towards Guyana 

and England. 
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Retrieval
1. What is an immigrant?
2. When did Grace Nichols move to 

England?
3. Why did the speaker in ‘Wherever I Hang’ 

leave Guyana?
4. Where does the speaker in ‘Wherever I 

Hang’ say they belong? 

Retrieval
1. An immigrant is a person who moves to live 

in another country permanently. 
2. Grace Nichols moved to England in 1977 

when she was 27. 
3. The speaker is not sure why she left 

Guyana. 
4. The speaker says she doesn’t know where 

she belongs.

Retrieval
1. What is an immigrant?
2. When did Grace Nichols move to 

England?
3. Why did the speaker in ‘Wherever I Hang’ 

leave Guyana?
4. Where does the speaker in ‘Wherever I 

Hang’ say they belong? 



What were the differences 
between Guyana and England? 

Extension: Was Grace Nichols an immigrant?

Last lesson we learnt about Grace Nichols's journey 

from Guyana to England. 



Guyana:

• Is warm

• Was Nichols's homeland

• Is full of natural beauty, with 

humming-birds and sun

England: 

• Is cold and grey

• Has pigeons and snow

• Is less sociable: people do not 

visit unannounced 
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Imagery

Poets and writers are able to create pictures in a 

reader’s mind using words. Even though they are 

words, we call these images, or collectively, imagery. 

In ‘Romeo and Juliet’, the lovers shared a sonnet to 

express their love for one another. The imagery

Shakespeare used here was of pilgrims. Their love 

reflected the devotion of devout Christians going to 

the holy land. 

Let’s remind 

ourselves of this 

sonnet’s imagery. 
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Romeo uses religious imagery when he is talking to Juliet.

Find two examples of religious imagery in this passage. 

ROMEO [To Juliet] If I profane with my unworthiest hand

This holy shrine, the gentle sin is this,

My lips, two blushing pilgrims, ready stand

To smooth that rough touch with a tender kiss.

JULIET Good pilgrim, you do wrong your hand too much, 5

Which mannerly devotion shows in this,

For saints have hands that pilgrims' hands do touch,

And palm to palm is holy palmers' kiss.



Re-reading of ‘Wherever I Hang’

Before re-reading the poem, let’s listen to Nichols's 

own views of her experience. 
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Extension: What was the experience of immigrants at the time 

Nichols was writing?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00wzyjg


Imagery

We are going to divide the poem into four sections 

and explore the imagery that Grace Nichols uses in 

‘Wherever I Hang’. 

As we read through the poem, annotate your 
copy with the images that we uncover. 

Let’s do the first stanza together. 
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I leave me people, me land, me home

For reasons I not too sure

I forsake de sun

And de humming-bird splendour

Had big rats in de floorboard

forsake – to give up reluctantly 

Which images show the 

beauty of Guyana? 

This is imagery, 

but it does not

show Guyana to 

be beautiful!
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So I pick up me new-world-self

And come to this place call England

At first I feeling like I in a dream -

De misty greyness

I touching the walls to see if they real

They solid to de seam

Highlight three 

images that show 

Nichols feels her life 

in London is unreal.
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And de people pouring from de underground system

Like beans

And when I look up to de sky

I see Lord Nelson high – too high to lie.

And is so I sending home photos of myself

Among de pigeons and de snow

And is so I warding off de cold

What imagery shows that Nichols 

doesn’t like life in London?

W
h

e
re

v
e

r 
I 

H
a

n
g



And is so, little by little

I begin to change my calypso ways

Never visiting nobody 

Before giving them clear warning

And waiting me turn in queue 

Find two examples of imagery that 

show how Grace Nichols has changed.
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Now, after all this time

I get accustom to de English life

But I still miss back-home side

To tell you de truth

I don’t know really where I belaang

Yes, divided to de ocean 

Divided to the bone

Wherever I hang me knickers – that’s my home. 

Which imagery shows that Nichols is 

conflicted about being an immigrant? 
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You are now going to write an answer to this question:

Here’s how you can structure your paragraph:
1. Explain how Nichols feels towards Guyana 

2. Provide a quotation that shows her view of Guyana

3. Explore how this quotation shows her emotions towards 

Guyana

4. Explain how Nichols has different feelings towards England

5. Provide a quotation that shows her view of England

6. Explore how this quotation shows her emotions towards 

England

7. Discuss whether she prefers Guyana or England, based on the 

evidence from the poem

Let’s do an example together. 

Compare the ways Nichols feels 
towards Guyana and England. 
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1. Explain how Nichols feels towards Guyana 

2. Provide a quotation that shows her view of Guyana

3. Explore how this quotation shows her emotions towards Guyana

4. Explain how Nichols has different feelings towards England

5. Provide a quotation that shows her view of England

6. Explore how this quotation shows her emotions towards England

7. Discuss whether she prefers Guyana or England, based on the evidence from 
the poem

Compare the 

ways Nichols 

feels towards 

Guyana and 

England. 

Nichols presents Guyana as a beautiful place 

that she yearns for. 

Nichols presents Guyana as a beautiful place 

that she yearns for. She recalls the ‘hummingbird 

splendour’ of her home country,

Nichols presents Guyana as a beautiful place 

that she yearns for. She recalls the ‘hummingbird 

splendour’ of her home country, which suggests how 

vibrant and colourful Guyana was and how she valued 

the beauty of it. 

Nichols presents Guyana as a beautiful place 

that she yearns for. She recalls the ‘hummingbird 

splendour’ of her home country, which suggests how 

vibrant and colourful Guyana was and how she valued 

the beauty of it. However, Grace Nichols does not 

describe England in such a beautiful way. 

Nichols presents Guyana as a beautiful place 

that she yearns for. She recalls the ‘hummingbird 

splendour’ of her home country, which suggests how 

vibrant and colourful Guyana was and how she valued 

the beauty of it. However, Grace Nichols does not 

describe England in such a beautiful way. She uses the 

imagery of people ‘pouring’ out of the underground 

‘like beans’. 

Nichols presents Guyana as a beautiful place 

that she yearns for. She recalls the ‘hummingbird 

splendour’ of her home country, which suggests how 

vibrant and colourful Guyana was and how she valued 

the beauty of it. However, Grace Nichols does not 

describe England in such a beautiful way. She uses the 

imagery of people ‘pouring’ out of the underground 

‘like beans’. This metaphor highlights how ridiculous 

the busy underground is to Nichols and how foreign life 

in the city is for an immigrant. 

Nichols presents Guyana as a beautiful place 

that she yearns for. She recalls the ‘hummingbird 

splendour’ of her home country, which suggests how 

vibrant and colourful Guyana was and how she valued 

the beauty of it. However, Grace Nichols does not 

describe England in such a beautiful way. She uses the 

imagery of people ‘pouring’ out of the underground 

‘like beans’. This metaphor highlights how ridiculous 

the busy underground is to Nichols and how foreign life 

in the city is for an immigrant. Initially, it seems that 

Nichols prefers the familiar sights of the natural 

environment in Guyana to the strange and unnatural 

urban setting of England. 
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Now write your answer to this question:

Here’s how you can structure your paragraph:
1. Explain how Nichols feels towards Guyana 

2. Provide a quotation that shows her view of Guyana

3. Explore how this quotation shows her emotions 

towards Guyana

4. Explain how Nichols has different feelings towards 

England

5. Provide a quotation that shows her view of England

6. Explore how this quotation shows her emotions 

towards England

7. Discuss whether she prefers Guyana or England, 

based on the evidence from the poem

Compare the ways Nichols feels 
towards Guyana and England. 



Poem and poet Types of journeys Key quotations 

Poetry Learning Map

During this unit, we will be keeping a record of our 

learning. You will not know what the assessment 

question will be this term, so it is really important that 

you are learning key quotations from the poems 

throughout. 

Wherever I Hang 

– Grace Nichols 

• Physical from 

Guyana to England 

• Spiritual reflection of 

the changes she 

has made in her 

viewpoints 

1. ‘I don’t know really 

where I belaang’

2.

3.

P
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y Add your key quotations about ‘Wherever I 
Hang’ now. One has been done for you. 
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Here is a quotation from the poem:

a) Nichols feels that she is at home in more than one 

place.

b) Nichols feels at home in Guyana and Britain 

because the weather is similar.

c) Nichols uses dialect to suggest that she hasn’t fully 

left behind her Guyanese identity. 

d) Nichols returns to Guyana because she doesn’t 

feel at home in England. 

e) Nichols stays in Britain because she hates Guyana.

‘I don’t know really where I belaang’ 

Which explanations of this quotation are 
correct?
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Here is a quotation from the poem:

a) Nichols feels that she is at home in more than one 

place.

b) Nichols feels at home in Guyana and Britain 

because the weather is similar.

c) Nichols uses dialect to suggest that she hasn’t fully 

left behind her Guyanese identity. 

d) Nichols returns to Guyana because she doesn’t 

feel at home in England. 

e) Nichols stays in Britain because she hates Guyana.

‘I don’t know really where I belaang’ 

Which explanations of this quotation are 
correct?
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Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 

improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!

Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u

