
Students should complete this task on their own.

Students should complete this task in pairs. Pair talk would work well with this activity. 

This task may be completed in small groups.

This task should be modelled by the teacher. A model is provided, but teachers may want to 
complete an additional class model ’live’ with the group.

The answers to this task should be written. Teachers may decide that some tasks without this 
icon should also be written down – this is down to a teacher’s discretion. 

This icon identifies the page number students can find the resource in the Poetry Anthology 
student booklet.

This icon is a reminder that students will sit a fortnightly mastery quiz at the end of this lesson. 

Icon guide
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Mastery Content:

In this lesson, students will be mastering the following:

• A literal description tells exactly what happens and reports.
• A metaphor is non-literal.
• A metaphor compares two things.
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Do Now:  Students use visual image to elicit descriptions of fog. Will students produce a mind map 
of ideas in their book?

Idioms and literal:
Students consider famous idioms and are introduced to figurative terms.
Use these idioms as a counter example of the definition of ‘literal’. 
Check for understanding of what ‘literal’ means – they are statements 
that report. 
Students need to consider more examples of idioms and their literal 
meanings and come up with their own.

Do you want students to capture 
the meaning of ‘literal’?
Is there an opportunity to use 
examples of literal statements from 
Expressive Writing lessons (i.e. 
statements that report)?

Will students work in pairs before 
devising own idioms?

Fog
Recap words from earlier to describe fog. Students need to add to their 
existing words when watching the video.  Share ideas for vocabulary with 
students and clarify any misconceptions.
Review: Literal and metaphor
Reiterate ‘literal’ definition using examples to describe the video. 
Go through more examples of metaphor to help establish difference. 
Quiz students on the different literal/metaphorical statements. 

Do you want students to devise 
their own sentences that report on 
the video?
How will you capture students’ 
ability to distinguish between literal 
and metaphor? MWB? 

Fog
Before reading fog, introduce vocabulary and check for understanding. 
Introduce the two main questions: finding the thing being described and 
the imaginative thing it is being compared to. 

Poem: ‘Fog’
Use mini whiteboards to clarify 
misconceptions?
Reading as a class or aloud in 
pairs?

Focus questions and discussion before exploring similarities between the 
fog and a cat.

Emphasise importance of 
convincing metaphor here.

Mastery/Review: Which of the following are correct? Address 
misconceptions.

Mini whiteboards?
Clarify misconceptions before next 
lesson/at the end of this lesson.
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Monday, 04 April 2022

What words would you use to describe 
fog?

Extension: What kind of atmosphere does fog 
create? How does it make you feel?
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• I can understand the term ‘literal’.
• I can recall what a metaphor is.
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Let’s look at some images that represent famous 
sayings or phrases. 

This is a couch potato. 

1. When might this famous phrase be used?
2. Can you think why a potato is used to describe this 

type of person?

1. This phrase would be used to describe someone 
lazy.

2. We use this phrase as potatoes don’t move and 
are round, like a person who sits all day!
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Can you guess what each of these pictures is 
showing?

Couch potato

What do these images tell us about each phrase?

A heart of stone

Time flies

Raining cats and dogs
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Couch potato

A heart of stone

Time flies

Raining cats and dogs

What do each of these phrases have in common?
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Couch 
potatoA heart of stone Time flies

Raining cats 
and dogs

If something is literal it is accurate or 
precise.

A literal description tells what actually 
happens.

Something that is literal reports on 
events. 

None of these examples are literal.
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These are all everyday sayings.
• A couch potato is a person who spends a lot of 

time on the sofa watching TV. They might be a 
lazy person!

• We say ‘time flies’ when it seems that time has 
passed very quickly. This often happens when we 
are doing something we enjoy. 

• Someone with a heart of stone may not show 
much emotion. They may not get sad easily, and 
may seem not to care when other people are 
upset.

• When it’s raining heavily, we might say that it’s 
raining cats and dogs!
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Extension: Can you think of more examples of phrases 
which are not literal?

Can you work out what everyday sayings these 
images represent and explain their literal meaning?

A CB D

It should hopefully be obvious that none of these 
phrases are literal. 

• Lazy people aren’t actually potatoes!
• Time can’t actually fly!
• Nobody’s heart is actually made of stone!
• Cats and dogs can’t fall from the sky!
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Metaphor Literal meaning
You’re a smart cookie.
Pigs might fly!
She’s really hit the nail 
on the head.
That was a piece of 
cake!

A
B

C

D

You're really clever.
That’s really unlikely!
She's identified the 
most important thing.

That was very easy!

A CB D
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All of these are examples of metaphor.
They are not literal. They do not report on what 

actually happens. 
We will be looking at how poets use metaphor in the 

next few weeks. 
The first poem is about fog.

Take a look at this video of fog. 

Extension: Use 
these words to 
write a 
paragraph that 
reports on the 
video. 

Look back at the words you listed that describe fog. 
Do you want to change or add any? Work on your list 

as you watch the video.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPGrNvbS3Mk&feature=youtu.be&t=11s
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Fog

cool

slow

calmsteady swift

natural

white

bright

dark

grey

thoughtful

peaceful

tranquil

brisk

gloomy

deliberate
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Remember: when you are being literal, you say the 

exact actual thing that happened.

• There was lots of fog.
• The fog was grey.
• The fog moved over the hills.

All of these statements report on the video. They say 
exactly what happened in the video.
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When you use a metaphor, you are not being literal. 

He exploded
with anger!

She was over 
the moon with 
happiness.

He leapt out of 
his skin with 
fright. 

All of these statements use metaphor. They do not 
report the exact thing that happened. 
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Which of these phrases are LITERAL
and which are METAPHORICAL?
1.  I was down in the dumps.

2.  I was so upset I was crying.

3.  She was steaming with anger.

4.  He smiled with happiness.

5.  He was so angry his cheeks went red. 

6.  I was gutted!

7.  I’m so hungry I could eat a horse. 

1.  I was down in the dumps. METAPHORICAL

2.  I was so upset I was crying. LITERAL

3.  She was steaming with anger. METAPHORICAL

4.  He smiled with happiness. LITERAL

5.  He was so angry his cheeks went red. LITERAL

6.  I was gutted! METAPHORICAL

7.  I’m so hungry I could eat a horse. METAPHORICAL

Extension: Can you explain what each of the 
metaphorical phrases mean?



Here are the meanings of two words you may not 
know:

Harbour - an area of water 
near the coast where ships 
are kept

Haunches – the rear legs of 
an animal with four legs

‘F
og

’
Let’s read a short poem that uses a metaphor



Let’s read a short poem that uses a metaphor.

Fog
The fog comes 
on little cat feet. 

It sits looking 
over harbor and city
on silent haunches 
and then moves on.

By Carl Sandburg, 1878 –1967

1. What is being described in 
this poem?

2. What is it being compared 
to?

Extension: Why does the poet 
think a cat and fog are alike?

‘F
og

’

This poem was written by an American which is why 
the word ‘harbour’ is spelt ‘harbor’.

1. The poem is describing 
fog. 

2. What is it being compared 
to?

Extension: Why does the poet 
think a cat and fog are alike?

1. The poem is describing 
fog. 

2. Fog is being compared to 
a cat.

Extension: Why does the poet 
think a cat and fog are alike?

1. The poem is describing 
fog. 

2. Fog is being compared to 
a cat.

The poet thinks the cat and 
fog are both silent, both move 
quietly and they don’t stay in 
one place for long.
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Let’s look back at the words we used to describe 
the fog earlier.

Fog
The fog comes 
on little cat feet. 

It sits looking 
over harbor and city
on silent haunches 
and then moves on.

cool

slow

calm
steady

swift

natural

whitebright

dark
grey

thoughtfulpeaceful
tranquil

brisk

gloomy

deliberate

Which of these words 
could ALSO be used to 
describe a cat? Why?

‘F
og

’



You now need to write down an answer to this 
question:

How is a cat similar to fog?
You should refer to the poem and provide some of 

your own thoughts as well.

Extension: What other animals could you compare
fog to? Explain your answer.

‘F
og

’



 Check 1: Are there any run-on sentences?
 Check 2: Does each proper noun begin 

with a capital? 
 Check 3: Have you used pronouns clearly 

and accurately?
 Check 4: Have you checked your 

spellings?

When you’ve finished, 
check your writing.

C
he

ck
 y

ou
r w

rit
in

g



M
as

te
ry

Which of the following are correct?

a) Metaphors are about the weather.
b) Metaphors compare two things that are different.
c) Metaphor tells the literal thing that actually 

happened.
d) ‘I am crying with sadness’ is an example of a 

metaphor.
e) ‘My tears are a waterfall’ is an example of a 

metaphor. 
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a) Metaphors are about the weather.
b) Metaphors compare two things that are different.
c) Metaphor tells the literal thing that actually 

happened.
d) ‘I am crying with sadness’ is an example of a 

metaphor.
e) ‘My tears are a waterfall’ is an example of a 

metaphor. 

Which of the following are correct?
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Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 
improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!
Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
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