
Students should complete this task on their own.

Students should complete this task in pairs. Pair talk would work well with this activity. 

This task may be completed in small groups.

This task should be modelled by the teacher. A model is provided, but teachers may want to 

complete an addition class model ’live’ with the group.

The answers to this task should be written. Teachers may decide that some tasks without this 

icon should also be written down – this is down to a teacher’s discretion. 

This icon identifies the page number students can find the resource in the Poetry student 

booklet.

This icon is a reminder that students will sit a fortnightly mastery quiz at the end of this lesson. 

Icon guide
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In this lesson, students will be mastering the following:

Mastery Content:

• Agbabi uses text slang, street language and standard English to make 

the poem more modern.

• The speaker in Prologue (Grime mix) expresses a love for performance 

poetry’.

• Language changes and evolves through time.

• Agbabi modernises The Canterbury Tales by including references to 

rap and grime.
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Do Now
1. Who is the speaker in Agbabi’s version of the prologue (grime mix)?
2. List one method Agbabi uses to modernise the pilgrims’ journey.
3. What language is Chaucer’s original ‘The Canterbury Tales’ written in?
4. What types of journeys have we seen in the poems we have read so far?

Class discussion
What similarities can you see between Chaucer and Agbabi’s version of the Prologue?

Introduce what a remix is
Class discussion
1. Why do you think artists remix songs?

2. How do they take something old and change it?

Third reading of ‘‘Telling Tales’ (Prologue Grime Mix)
Class discussion
1. How is Agbabi’s poem a remix of ‘The Canterbury Tales’?

2. Why do you think she adds ‘Grime mix’ to the title?

We are going to 
watch Patience 
Agbabi perform 
her version of the 
Prologue again.

Key vocabulary: slang
Slang is very informal language used by particular groups of people. 
Class Discussion:

1. Why does Agbabi use slang in Telling Tales? 

2. How does it help her to create a twenty-first century tale?
Patience Agbabi interview

Students read the interview and answer the comprehension questions on slide 11.

P12 in student 
booklet

Questions
Students discuss then write answers to the inference questions. Teachers may want to read ahead to 

these questions and use them to guide their reading of the poem earlier in the lesson. Suggested 
answers are provided, teachers need not use these if answers are elicited from questioning. 

How does Agbabi create a more modern version of ‘The Canterbury Tales’? 
Add more ideas to list from last lesson

Consolidation
How does Agbabi make ‘The Canterbury Tales’ a twenty-first century tale? 
Students write a paragraph explaining their view
Mastery
Students to complete mastery quiz. Address misconceptions. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-U-ozgjZfjQ&feature=emb_err_woyt


Retrieval
1. The speaker is Harry Bailey who is an MC.
2. The pilgrims travel by Routemaster bus 

instead of horseback.
3. ‘The Canterbury Tales’ written by Chaucer is 

in Middle English.
4. Physical journey- Wherever I hang

Emotional journey- Wherever I hang and 
Sweet Low, Sweet Chariot

Retrieval
1. Who is the speaker in Agbabi’s version of the 

prologue (grime mix)?
2. List one method Agababi uses to modernise 

the pilgrims’ journey.
3. What language is Chaucer’s original ‘The 

Canterbury Tales’ written in?
4. What types of journeys have we seen in the 

poems we have read so far?
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Tuesday, 05 April 2022

‘Telling Tales’- A 21st century tale
L.O: Explore how Agbabi makes ’The Canterbury 

Tales’ a 21st century tale.



Both poems use the images of April.

Both poems use rhyming couplets.

Both poems mention the image of ‘breath’.

PROLOGUE- GEOFFREY 

CHAUCER

When April with his showers 
sweet with fruit 

The drought of March has 
pierced unto the root 

And bathed each vein with 
liquor that has power 

To generate therein and sire 
the flower; 

When Zephyr also has, with 
his sweet breath, 

PROLOGUE (GRIME MIX)

When my April showers me 

with kisses 

I could make her my missus 

or my mistress

but I’m happily hitched –

sorry home girls –

said my vows to the sound of 

the Bow Bells

yet her breath is as fresh as 

the west wind,

when I breathe her, 
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PROLOGUE- GEOFFREY 

CHAUCER

When April with his showers 
sweet with fruit 

The drought of March has 
pierced unto the root 

And bathed each vein with 
liquor that has power 

To generate therein and sire 
the flower; 

When Zephyr also has, with 
his sweet breath, 

PROLOGUE (GRIME MIX)

When my April showers me 

with kisses 

I could make her my missus 

or my mistress

but I’m happily hitched –

sorry home girls –

said my vows to the sound of 

the Bow Bells

yet her breath is as fresh as 

the west wind,

when I breathe her, 

Class discussion

What similarities can you see between Chaucer 

and Agbabi’s version of the Prologue?
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• Agbabi describes her 

book ‘Telling Tales’ as a 

remix or a re-voicing of 

‘The Canterbury Tales’

• A remix, means to 

change or improve 

something that already 

exists.

• It is a way of taking 

something and making 

it your own.
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Remixes are popular in music. Music artists 
often take samples of from other songs and 
other artists.

Class discussion

1. Why do you think artists remix songs?

2. How do they take something old and 

change it?



Third Reading of ‘Prologue (Grime mix)’

We are going to watch Patience Agbabi perform her 

version of the Prologue again.
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Class Discussion:

1. How is Agbabi’s poem a remix of ‘The Canterbury 

Tales’?

2. Why do you think she adds ‘Grime mix’ to the 

title?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-U-ozgjZfjQ&feature=emb_err_woyt


Slang is very informal language used by 

particular groups of people. It is usually 

spoken, rather than written. For 

example:

‘When my April showers me with kisses

I could make her my missus or my mistress

But I’m happily hitched’

The word ‘missus’ is a slang term for wife.

The word ‘hitched’ is a slang term for married.

In ‘Telling Tales’ Agbabi re-tells 

‘The Canterbury Tales’ using a 

mixture of slang and standard 

modern English. 

Class Discussion:

1. Why does Agbabi use slang in Telling Tales? 

2. How does it help her to create a twenty-first century tale?
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Agbabi is influenced by word-

play used in modern music 

such as rap, grime and punk.

Let’s read two interviews with 

Agbabi explaining why she re-

wrote ‘The Canterbury Tales’. 

As we read, think about the 

following: What does Agbabi

enjoy about Chaucer?

P12
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1. Agbabi is ‘blown away’ by Chaucer and loves his 

poetry and story-telling.

2. Agbabi thinks that ordinary people’s voices like 

talking in a pub is a form of poetry. She wants 

everyone to be able to relate to poetry.

3. Agbabi was scared of ruining Chaucer’s work, 

especially as he is considered to be the 

‘grandfather of English’.

4. ‘The Canterbury Tales’ are meant to be read 

aloud. As a performance poet, Agbabi has 

experience in bringing spoken word to life.

5. ’The Canterbury Tales’ includes wild, rude, funny 

and heart-breaking stories of human behaviour.

1. Look at lines 2-5. What does Agbabi like about 

Chaucer’s writing?

2. Look at lines 8-10 .Why did Agbabi want to include 

ordinary people’s voices in ‘Telling Tales’?

3. Look at lines 15-20. Why was Agbabi intimidated to 

take on and re-write Chaucer?

4. Look at lines 21-23. Why does Bickman think that 

Agbabi being a performance poet helps her in re-

telling ‘The Canterbury Tales’?

5. Look at lines 24-25. What type of stories does 

Bickman say are in ‘The Canterbury Tales’?Te
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In Agbabi’s poem, Harry Bailey is 

the host of a Poetry slam. 

This is a competition where 

poets perform spoken word 

poetry in front of an audience 

and a panel of judges.

Class Discussion:

1. How is a poetry slam similar to Canterbury Tales?

2. How is a poetry slam an effective way to bring 

Chaucer into the twenty-first century? 
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Agbabi’s editor says “Patience catapults the 

characters into modern multicultural Britain, with 

joyous effect. “

Let’s look closely how Agbabi does this.
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Agbabi specifically includes ‘grime’ in the poem because it is 

music that is specific to London. It emerged in London in the early 

2000s from music such as garage. It is one of the most modern 

genres of music, which makes her poem more relevant to a 

modern audience.

In this stanza, Agbabi tells us that the original 

Canterbury Tales have been changed into a ‘remix’.

1. Agbabi specifically includes modern music such as 

‘grime’. Why do you think she does this? How do 

people express ideas through grime and rap?

from the grime to the clean-cut iambic,

rime royale, rant or rap, get your slam kick        

on this Routemaster bus: get cerebral        

Tabard Inn to Canterbury Cathedral,

poet pilgrims competing for free picks,                                  

Chaucer Tales, track by track, here’s the remix            

from below-the-belt base to the topnotch;

Cerebral-

intelligent or 

serious

Remix- a new or 

improved version 

of something



The Routemaster, is a traditional 
red double-decker bus. The 
original design was built in 1956. It 
is often recognised by tourists as a 
symbol of London.

The original version of the bus was 
popular as it allowed people to 
‘hop on’ and ‘hop off’. Many 
people in London from all parts of 
society used these buses for 
public transport.

Due to its popularity, Boris Johnson 
commissioned a new and modern 
design of the original model in 
2011. The modern buses we see 
today were modelled on the 
original Routemaster design.
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2. Agababi sets her poem on a ‘Routemaster bus’ to show 
us that her tale is set in the 21st century, in comparison 
to Chaucer’s medieval period.

3. All types of people travel on a London bus. They are not 
separated by ages, class, gender or race. This means 
that Agbabi is able to capture ordinary voices from all 
walks of life.

2. Agbabi chooses to set her tales on a ‘Routemaster

bus’. Why do you think she does this?

3. How does this help Agbabi capture modern and 

ordinary voices?

from the grime to the clean-cut iambic,

rime royale, rant or rap, get your slam kick        

on this Routemaster bus: get cerebral        

Tabard Inn to Canterbury Cathedral,

poet pilgrims competing for free picks,                                  

Chaucer Tales, track by track, here’s the remix            

from below-the-belt base to the topnotch;

Cerebral-

intelligent or 

serious

Remix- a new or 

improved version 

of something



• The month of April is presented as a mistress.

• The speaker expresses himself through 
performance and takes part in rap battles.

• The pilgrims travel by bus instead of horseback.

• Harry Bailey is an MC host for a ‘slam kick’ or rap 
battle.

Last lesson we made notes on how Agbabi
create a more modern version of ‘The 
Canterbury Tales’.

With your partner, add more points to our list
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• The month of April is presented as a mistress.

• The speaker expresses himself through performance and 
takes part in rap battles.

• The pilgrims travel by bus instead of horseback.

• Harry Bailey is an MC host for a ‘slam kick’ or rap battle.

• The pilgrims use the most modern music such as grime 
and rap to tell their tales.

• By setting the poem on a London bus, Agbabi is able to 
capture a range of ordinary voices.

Last lesson we made notes on how Agbabi
create a more modern version of ‘The 
Canterbury Tales’.

With your partner, add more points to our list
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• Agbabi presents a modern, twenty-first century tale 

by…..

• She presents a modern speaker and modern 

pilgrims by….

• She also modernises the setting and location by…..

How does Agbabi make ‘The Canterbury 
Tales’ a twenty-first century tale? 

Write a paragraph explaining your answer.



M
a

st
e

ry

a) Agbabi includes modern slang and references to 

modern music.

b) The pilgrims travel by horseback.

c) The speaker is Harry Bailey.

d) Agbabi updates Chaucer’s written poem into a 

performance poem.

e) The pilgrims use modern music such as rap and 

grime to tell their tales.

How does Agbabi make ‘The 

Canterbury Tales’ a twenty-first century 

tale? (3)
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a) Agbabi includes modern slang and references to 

modern music.

b) The pilgrims travel by horseback.

c) The speaker is Harry Bailey.

d) Agbabi updates Chaucer’s written poem into a 

performance poem.

e) The pilgrims use modern music such as rap and 

grime to tell their tales.

How does Agbabi make ‘The 

Canterbury Tales’ a twenty-first century 

tale? (3)
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Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 

improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!

Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u

