
Definition of an ambush Characteristics- Things that make a good 
ambush

Examples of famous ambushes in history  Non-examples-
An example of something that isn’t an ambush

Ambush



Definition of an attack Characteristics- Things that make a good 
attack

Examples of famous attacks in history  Non-examples-
What’s the opposite of an attack?

Attack



Title: What happened at Pearl 
Harbour?

Today’s 
lesson: 
• Describe
what 
happened at 
Pearl 
Harbour.  

• Create a 
detailed 
description 
of what 
happened at 
Pearl 
Harbour.

Why do 
we go to 

war?

GREENS Describe the main events of Pearl 
Harbour.

Use sources to describe America’s 
reaction to Pearl Harbour.

YELLOWS Describe the main events of Pearl 
Harbour using key vocabulary.

Use sources to explain America’s 
reaction to Pearl Harbour and explain 
their reliability.

BLUES Explain the main events of Pearl 
Harbour using key vocabulary. 

Use sources to explain how and why 
America reacted to Pearl Harbour and 
explain how reliable the sources are.

Mutual respect, tolerance, rule of law





What event 
are we 
talking 
about 
today?

What do you 
know about 
this event?



Why does this 
location matter? 

What are the 
benefits of owning 

islands in this 
area?
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American 
owned

(Where is Pearl Harbour?)



America’s main naval 
base in the Pacific

(Where is Pearl Harbour?)



On Sunday morning at 8.00am, December 7th 1941 
this happened…









"Yesterday, December 7th, 1941 —
a date which will live in infamy —
the United States of America was 
suddenly and deliberately attacked 
by naval and air forces of the 
Empire of Japan."

Franklin D Roosevelt, American 
President, December 8th 1941.

So what happened, why did it happen and how did 
it lead to America joining the war?

Watch the video 
and use your key 
words sheet to 
answer the 
questions.

Watch the video 
and use all the 
key words to 
answer the 
questions.

Watch the video 
and answer the 
questions using 
details and the 
key words given.

Challenge: Do 
you think this 
was a wise 
choice for 
Japan? Explain 
your answer.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2k
SnlS4xX8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2kSnlS4xX8


What happened at Pearl Harbour?

Why was Pearl Harbour a target?

What impact did this have on America?

Key terms to use:
Ambush, surprise attack, Pearl Harbour, 
Japanese, Navy, Pacific, Dec 7th 1941, war 
planes and vessels, air fields, aerial bombs, 
treachery, destroyers, submarines

What happened at Pearl Harbour?
Pearl Harbour was ….

It happened on…

Why was Pearl Harbour a target?
It was targeted because…

What impact did this have on America?
This attack made America…

Key terms to use:
Surprise attack, Pearl Harbour, Japanese, 
Navy, Pacific, Dec 7th 1941, war planes and 
boats, air fields, aerial bombs, betrayal, 3 
destroyers, submarines



The Japanese wanted to attack 
British and Dutch land in Asia. 
They knew that the USA was 
Britain's ally, and was worried 
that they could join the war 
against Japan.

They decided that a surprise 
attack on their main naval base, 
at Pearl Harbor, would knock 
the USA out of the war. If 
America didn’t have any ships, 
they couldn’t fight Japan.



Because Pearl Harbor was the 
main US naval base, all its 
biggest and strongest ships 
were there.

The attack had three main 
objectives:

- Destroy America’s 
aircraft carriers

- Destroy America’s 
battleships

- Knock America out of the 
war for at least 6 months.



The attack was a 
complete surprise, while 
the first bombs landed 
many people on the island 
were just waking up and 
having their breakfast. 
They were in no way 
prepared to defend their 
island. 

The Japanese planes 
were hugely successful 
and managed to inflict 
massive damage on the 
American base. 



They managed to achieve two of 
their three aims:

- They were able to totally 
destroy two US battleships

- They did so much damage 
that it took more than six 
months for the US to 
rebuild.

However, by chance the two 
American aircraft carriers 
were out at sea that day, and 
escaped totally unharmed.



How do you think 
the American 

people reacted to 
the attack on 
Pearl Harbor?
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Morale
Revenge

Vengeance
Rearm
Scared
Retreat

Strength
Boost
Anger



1. What does this source tells you 
about how Americans felt about the 
attack?

The source tells me that …

2. How useful do you think this source 
is out of 10? Explain why.

The source is somewhat useful (x/10) 
because…

Challenge: Explain why your 
highest rated source is more 
useful than the other sources

Stick in your sources and answer the questions for 
EACH source. 

Source task:
You have been given 4 sources. 

BP: Ask for a BP struggle task 
to find out WHY we go to war.



Source C
From a history textbook:

Japan believed that the attack would destroy the American spirit and knock 
them out of the war. They could not have been more wrong. The attack 
brought the Americans into the war with their full force, thousand and 
thousands volunteered for the armed forces in fury over the surprise attack. 

Source A Source B

Source D
A speech by US President Roosevelt

Yesterday, December 7th, 1941 -- a date which will live in infamy -- the United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by 
the Empire of Japan. I regret to tell you that very many American lives have been lost. No matter how long it may take us to overcome this 
violent attack, the American people in their righteous might will win through to absolute victory.



Source B
This source is an 
American 
propaganda poster

This suggests the 
Americans want to 
remember Pearl 
Harbor forever

This shows how 
determined the 
Americans were 
to get revenge

This is useful 
because it is from 
the time

It is a 
propaganda 
poster so it is 
specifically 
designed to 
make people 
angry – this 
makes it less 
useful

1. What does this source 
tells you about how 
Americans felt about the 
attack?

2. How useful do you think 
this source is out of 10? 
Explain why.

3. Explain why your highest rated source 
is more useful than the other sources



Source task:
Source A is a newspaper article that says “1500 dead in Hawaii –
Congress votes war!”. This shows the Americans were angry and 

wanted revenge.

Source B is a poster. It shows a town on fire and says “Remember 
Pearl Harbor”. Underneath it says “Work, Fight, Sacrifice”. This shows 

that the Americans never wanted to forget this day.

Source C is from a history text book. It suggests that the Japanese 
thought the Americans would surrender. Instead the Americans 

wanted revenge, many soldiers joined the American army.

Source D is a speech by the American president Roosevelt. He says 
that the USA will win “absolute victory”. This shows how determined 

the US was to win the battle. 



In the end, the US was not defeated or knocked out of the war.

They rebuilt, and using the aircraft carriers that had survived the 
attack were able to bring the fight to the Japanese. 

America was now in World War 2.



It only takes a minute…

To finish, you have 1 minute 
to tell your partner the main 
thing you have learned today 
about Pearl Harbour.

Aim: No hesitation, no fillers 
(erm), and no repetition.

The top 3 will get epraise!!
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Struggling? Look back at 
your sources to help you.
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