
Students should complete this task on their own.

Students should complete this task in pairs. Pair talk would work well with this activity. 

This task may be completed in small groups.

This task should be modelled by the teacher. A model is provided, but teachers may want to 

complete an addition class model ’live’ with the group.

The answers to this task should be written. Teachers may decide that some tasks without this 

icon should also be written down – this is down to a teacher’s discretion. 

This icon identifies the page number students can find the resource in the Poetry student 

booklet.

This icon is a reminder that students will sit a fortnightly mastery quiz at the end of this lesson. 

Icon guide
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In this lesson, students will be mastering the following:

Mastery Content:

• Students will be studying poetry on the theme of journeys

• Grace Nichols is a Guyanese poet

• An immigrant is a person who moves to live in another country 

permanently

• ‘Wherever I Hang’ describes Nichols's migration from Guyana to 

London
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Do Now
Which of these characters have gone on journeys?
Extension: Why do people go on journeys? 
Introduce students to the poetry unit on the topic of journeys. Explain that journeys are crucial to 
civilisations and there are many examples in literature. 

Wherever I Hang
The poem we are looking at today is about an immigrant. 
Immigrant 
The word is defined and students are asked to practise using it within a sentence. Address 
misconceptions. Students are asked to consider whether Prospero and Oliver Twist are immigrants. 
This activity will allow students to connect new learning to prior learning; this will ensure that working 
memory is not overloaded. 
Grace Nichols
Biographical information on the poet is given so that students can understand that this is a poem 
about a personal experience. Later poems will not assimilate the speaker with the poet so it is 
important to foreground the personal journey for the poet.  
Discussion: What thoughts and emotions do you think a person might feel immigrating to another 
country?
First Reading of ‘Wherever I Hang’
Students listen to Nichols reading the poem. They should consider how the journey is described as 
they listen. 

We are going to 
listen to Grace 
Nichols read 
‘Wherever I Hang’ 
aloud.

Second reading of ‘Wherever I hang’
Students need to colour code their copies of the poem – one colour for England and one for 
Guyana. This will be important in establishing the journey. Highlighted answers are provided on the 
next slide. 

Questions
Students discuss then write answers to the inference questions. Teachers may want to read ahead to 
these questions and use them to guide their reading of the poem earlier in the lesson. Suggested 
answers are provided, teachers need not use these if answers are elicited from questioning. 

Mastery
Students to complete mastery quiz. Address misconceptions. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00wzy9y


Wherever I Hang: Physical Journeys
LO: Explore how Nichols presents a physical 

journey in ‘Wherever I Hang.’
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Retrieval

Which of these characters have gone on journeys? 

What journey did they take? Why did they go on a 

journey? Write ideas for each character:

• Prospero

• Boxer

• Puck

• Jane Eyre

• Helen Burns

• Oliver Twist

• Romeo

Extension: Why do people go on journeys? 
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Which of these characters have gone on journeys?

All of them!

• Prospero travels from Milan to the island of his shipwreck.

• Boxer travels from Animal Farm to the knackers.

• Puck puts a ‘girdle round about the Earth / In forty minutes’ to 

collect the flower that’s used for the love-potion.

• Jane Eyre travels from Gateshead Hall to Lowood School.

• Helen Burns goes to heaven, which she sees as a spiritual 

journey. 

• Oliver Twist travels from a workhouse, which is seventy-five miles 

outside of London, to the city. 

• Romeo travels from Verona to Mantua where he is exiled. 

Why do people go on journeys? 

• To get somewhere

• To see something or someone 

• To experience new things, including the journey itself

• To experience new cultures and meet new people

• To find ‘themselves’



Over the next term, we are going to be 

looking at poetry.

Previously, we have studied poems about the natural 

world and myths that used metaphors. This time, the 

poems will be linked by the theme of journeys. 
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Journeys are crucial to civilisations. People have 

always travelled and written about their experiences. 

A famous story about an epic journey is the 

‘Odyssey’. 

Homer’s ‘Odyssey’ was composed 

near the end of the 8th Century BC. It 

tells the tale of Odysseus and his ten 

year voyage home after the Trojan 

War. He is confronted by natural and 

supernatural threats which test his 

bravery and native cunning to the 

full, so he can reach his homeland. 

Odyssey

2700 years ago 600 years ago 169 years ago Today



The poetry we will be studying ranges from those 

about personal journeys to epic figurative journeys 

into hell. 

The first poem is called ‘Wherever I Hang’. It is about 

someone who comes to England from Guyana. She is 

an immigrant. 
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Immigrant

An immigrant is a person who moves to live in another 

country permanently. This may be out of choice. 

However, sometimes people are forced to move 

because of war, natural disasters or financial difficulty. 

When immigrants travel to a new place, they migrate 

(vb.). The people in the pictures above are migrating.
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Immigrant

Which of these sentences use the word immigrant

correctly? 

A. Theresa May’s policy on 

immigrants has been debated in 

the House of Commons.

B. There are laws about people imigranting

to the USA.

C. In the mid-1800s, over one 

third of all immigrants to the 

USA were from Ireland. 
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ProsperoOliver Twist

Both characters had to leave their home. They were both forced 

to move.

However, Oliver Twist did not leave his country. He just moved to 

London. This means it is incorrect to call him an immigrant.

Prospero was forced to leave his country. He had to migrate from 

Milan. Prospero could be described as an immigrant. 

An immigrant is a person who has come to live in a 

country from another country.

They might have chosen to move, or they might have 

been forced to move because of war, natural 

disasters or financial difficulty. 

Could Oliver Twist or 
Prospero be described as 
an immigrant?

Why?



Grace Nichols 

• The first poet we will be 

studying in our anthology is 

called Grace Nichols. She was 

born in Georgetown, Guyana, 

in 1950 and grew up in a small 

country village on the 

Guyanese coast.

• She moved to the city with her 

family when she was eight. 

• She immigrated to England 

when she was 27.
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• She worked as a teacher and journalist

• She often writes about historical themes, her own 

childhood and the experience of the Afro-

Caribbean people. 
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dialect = a form of a language that is used in a specific area 

• She uses dialect in her 

poems. The rhythmic nature

of Caribbean language 

influences her poetry too. 

• Grace Nichols has lived in 

England since 1977, with her 

partner, the poet John 

Agard.
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Grace Nichols immigrated to England when she was 

27. Here is a map of the journey that Grace Nichols 

goes on in the poem.

What thoughts and emotions do you 
think a person might feel immigrating 
to another country?

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1j_l4n3mAYXXuqpXlV-1rD1lbbLc&ll=30.952804399804428,-29.528969149999966&z=4


First Reading of ‘Wherever I Hang’

We are going to listen to Grace Nichols read ‘Where I 

Hang’ aloud.

As you read, consider the ways in which the poet 

conveys their journey from Guyana to England. 
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00wzy9y


Second reading of ‘Wherever I Hang’

Colour-coding

1. In one colour highlight the references to England.

2. Use a different colour to identify references to 

Guyana. 
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I leave me people, me land, me home

For reasons I not too sure

I forsake de sun

And de humming-bird splendour

Had big rats in de floorboard

So I pick up me new-world-self

And come to this place call England

At first I feeling like I in a dream -

De misty greyness

I touching the walls to see if they real

They solid to de seam

And de people pouring from de underground system

Like beans

And when I look up to de sky

I see Lord Nelson high – too high to lie.

And is so I sending home photos of myself

Among de pigeons and de snow

And is so I warding off de cold

And is so, little by little

I begin to change my calypso ways

Never visiting nobody 

Before giving them clear warning

And waiting me turn in queue 

Now, after all this time

I get accustom to de English life

But I still miss back-home side

To tell you de truth

I don’t know really where I belaang

Yes, divided to de ocean 

Divided to the bone

Wherever I hang me knickers – that’s my home. 
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On your own, write down your answers 

to these questions: 

1. How do the countries compare?

2. Where does Nichols prefer?

3. What was her physical journey? Was 

there a “spiritual” journey? 

4. How does she feel about her journey 

as an immigrant? 

5. How does she feel on the line ‘Now, 

after all this time’? 



1. Nichols says that she leaves Guyana for reasons she isn’t ‘too 

sure’ of. The place she leaves is warm, whereas England is full 

of ‘greyness’. She finds the way that people behave in 

England to be strange, but eventually she begins to ‘change 

[her] calypso ways’. 

2. By the end of the poem, she says that she misses ‘back-

home side’ – Guyana. There seems to be hope as she says 

that ‘home’ is wherever she places her underwear, which 

suggests that she is equally comfortable in either country. 

3. Nichols travels from a place that is home (away from her 

people and land) to a new place ‘call England’. This also 

seems to be a “spiritual” journey for her because she 

changes who she is and her customs as a result of migrating. 

4. Nichols misses back home and isn’t quite sure why she 

leaves what is familiar. She finds England unreal and it takes 

her time to get used to the customs as an immigrant. 

5. Nichols seems to have come to terms with her journey. The 

line, ‘now after all this time’ seems to say that with time, she 

has been able to reflect on the journey and feel better about 

it. 
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Which statements about ‘Wherever I 

Hang’ are correct?

a) The poet leaves her home, people and the sun.

b) In the sky, the poet sees The London Eye.

c) Grace Nichols compares people coming out of 

the underground to beans. 

d) The poet takes pictures in the snow amongst the 

pigeons.

e) The whole experience was a dream.
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Which statements about ‘Wherever I 

Hang’ are correct?

a) The poet leaves her home, people and the sun. 

b) In the sky, the poet sees The London Eye. 

c) Grace Nichols compares people coming out of the 

underground to beans. 

d) The poet takes pictures in the snow amongst the 

pigeons. 

e) The whole experience was a dream. 
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Love the lesson? Have some suggestions for 

improvements? Noticed a mistake or an error?

Please let us know!

Click here to provide some quick feedback on the lesson

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTM4lhnn_9MFCggLGy0MW4sRUQUEySEs3RERTVTNVT0FQWFIzTDNMSzhRRi4u

