
The Tehran Conference (28 Nov – 1 Dec 1943) 

The ‘Big Three’ – American President Franklin D. Roosevelt, British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill and Russian leader Joseph Stalin – met to hold a conference. They needed 
to decide how to rebuild Europe as soon as the Second World War ended. They agreed that 
the USSR should have a ‘sphere of influence’ in Eastern Europe in which communism was 
respected. They also agreed that the UK and the USA should have a ‘sphere of influence’ in 
Western Europe in which capitalism would be dominant.     
 However they could not agree on what to do with Germany. Stalin argued that 
Germany should be forced to pay reparations (a fine for starting the war) whilst Roosevelt 
and Churchill argued that Germany should be rebuilt.  

 

The Yalta Conference (4-11 Feb 1945) 

The ‘Big Three’ – American President Franklin D. Roosevelt, British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill and Russian leader Joseph Stalin – met to hold a second conference about 
how to rebuild Europe after the Second World War. Amongst other decisions they made 
they all agreed to work towards establishing democracy in Europe.   
 However, this meant very different things to Stalin (communist) and Roosevelt 
(capitalist). Stalin believed only communist governments could be democratic as only the 
communists truly represented the working people. Roosevelt believed that democracy could 
only by achieved when several political parties competed to win the people’s support in free 
elections.  

 

Death of Roosevelt (12 April 1945) 

The American President Franklin D. Roosevelt died suddenly just before the end of 
the Second World War.  The success of previous conferences between the allies was largely 
down to the fact that Stalin and Roosevelt had gotten along fairly well.    
 Roosevelt was replaced by Harry Truman who detested communism and was less 
willing to compromise with Stalin. 

 

The Potsdam Conference (16 July – 2 Aug 1945) 

The ‘Big Three’ – the new American President Harry Truman, British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill and Russian leader Joseph Stalin – met to hold a final conference about 
the government of Europe following Hitler’s surrender. With regards to Germany, they all 
agreed to ban the Nazi party and to prosecute surviving Nazis as war criminals. They also 
agreed to reduce the size of Germany and then temporarily divide it into four zones 



allocated to France, Britain, the USA and the USSR.         
  However Stalin had previously promised to set up a government in Poland including 
both capitalists and communists but had broken his word. Furthermore, America had just 
tested the first atomic bomb, so Harry Truman was acting rather arrogantly and trying to 
order Stalin around. Little did he know, the USSR had been developing their own nuclear 
weapons at the same time. The three leaders made a show of unity, but cracks were 
appearing between the allies. 

 

Secret Telegrams (1946) 

 Both Truman and Stalin were concerned that the other might launch an attack, so 
they asked for secret reports from their embassies to help understand what their opponent 
was thinking. The American ambassador in Russia reported that Stalin had given a speech 
calling for the destruction of capitalism and that the USSR was building up its military 
power. The Russian ambassador in America reported that Truman desired to dominate the 
world and that the American public were being prepared for war with the USSR. 

 

The Truman Doctrine (1947) 

Truman believed that Stalin was going to encourage communist revolutions across 
Europe. To address this threat Truman set out a new policy which became known as the 
‘Truman Doctrine’. The doctrine stated that the world had a choice between communist 
tyranny and democratic freedom, and that America would send troops and economic 
resources to help governments that were threatened by communists. Although America 
would not invade the USSR Truman aimed to ‘contain’ communism with military force. 

 

 Satellite States (From 1947) 

Between 1947 and 1949 the USSR turned many countries around it into satellite 
states. A satellite state is a country that is officially independent but is, in reality, actually 
controlled by another country. Stalin extended control over Eastern Europe turning 
countries such as Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Poland into satellite states. 

 

  


