
What does this sign stand for?
What does the NHS provide?

Why is this sign so important to all 
of us?

CHALLENGE: Is this the norm 
across the world?

Go to www.menti.com and use code 70 65 83 0

http://www.menti.com/


Title: Why was the National Health 
Service established? 

Lesson 
objectives:
Investigate

why the 
NHS were 
created.

Assess how 
we benefit 
from the 

NHS today. 

GREENS Why is the NHS 
created?

YELLOWS What with be the 
benefits of the NHS?

BLUES How does the video try 
to convince people it is a 
good idea?

Rule of law / individual liberty / democracy 



Complete your vocabulary audit 
for this terms work. If you know 
key terms and are confident, 
challenge yourself to define 
them in your books and use 
them in a sentence.



How has the NHS helped me 
and my friends/family?

Make a spider diagram in your 
book. List the different ways 
you/your family/friends have 

benefited from the NHS.

CHALLENGE: What would 
happen if we didn’t have 

the NHS?



How has the NHS helped me 
and my friends/family?



https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3-
gcse-exploring-the-past-the-foundation-of-the-national-
health-service/zn2jmfr

Read and answer the 
questions given.

CHALLENGE: Why would the 
government need to persuade 

people to like the NHS?

Why was the National Health 
Service established? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3-gcse-exploring-the-past-the-foundation-of-the-national-health-service/zn2jmfr


Task 1: Go through the events on the 
timeline of the NHS. Put the events in 
chronological order (number them). 

Task 2: Which event do you think was the 
biggest change for the NHS? Why?

Task 3: Which event shows the biggest 
change in the care provided by the NHS? Do 
you think everyone would agree with this 
change e.g. Aneurin Bevan?

Challenge: Which point on your timeline 
could cause the most problems for the 
NHS? Are there any ones you know of that 
have happened recently? Explain the 
problem.



1948 - Creation of the NHS
On 5 July, Health Secretary Aneurin Bevan formally launched the 
NHS. For the first time, health care became free to all.

1990 - NHS and Community Care Act
The legislation introduces what became known as the NHS internal 
market with health authorities given their own budgets to buy care 
for local populations from hospitals.

1958 - First mass vaccination programme
Polio and diphtheria jabs offered to under 15s. Before introduction, 
there were 8,000 cases of polio and 70,000 of diphtheria each 
year.

1994 - Organ donor register created
NHS register set up to co-ordinate supply and demand. It was the 
result of a five-year campaign by John and Rosemary Cox whose 
son Peter died in 1989. He had asked for his organs to be used to 
help others.

2006 - Patient choice
Patients were given the choice of four or five hospitals, ending the 
long-held tradition of going where a GPs decides. The scheme has 
now been extended to include all hospitals in England. But approach 
not adopted elsewhere in the UK.

1972 - CT scanners used for first time
Under development for the previous five years, CT scanners 
started to be used on patients. The machines take pictures of the 
body to develop 3D images, revolutionising investigations of the 
body.

1968 - UK's first heart transplant
Carried out in the National Heart Hospital in London, 18 doctors and nurses 
operated for seven hours on a 45-year-old man. The patient died after 46 days 
and another 10 years passed before the operation took off.

1978 - World's first test tube baby
On 25 July, the world's first "test tube baby" was born shortly before midnight 
in Oldham District General Hospital. Weighing 5lb 12oz (2.61 kg), Louise Brown 
was delivered by caesarean section.

1952 - Charges introduced
Patients started being charged one shilling for prescriptions. In England, it now 
stands at £7.10, although fees have been abolished in Wales and are being 
phased out in Scotland.

1961 - Pill becomes available
The launch of the contraceptive pill gives women control over how many children 
they have. Initially, it was only available to married couples, but the rules were 
relaxed six years later with the swinging sixties in full flow.

1967 - Abortion Act
Introduced by Liberal MP David Steel and passed by a free vote of MPs, it made 
abortion legal up to 28 weeks if a woman's mental or physical health was at risk. 
Limit reduced to 24 weeks in 1990.

1962 - Birth of the modern hospital
The Hospital Plan, put forward by Health Minister Enoch Powell, set out a 10-
year vision for hospital building. Every population of 125,000 was to get a 
hospital - or district general hospital as they become known.
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1952 - Charges introduced
Patients started being charged one shilling for 
prescriptions. In England, it now stands at £7.10, 
although fees have been abolished in Wales and 
are being phased out in Scotland.

“Illness is neither an indulgence for which 
people have to pay, nor an offence for 
which they should be penalised, but a 
misfortune the cost of which should be 
shared by the community.”

This is a famous quote Nye Bevan 
said about illness and the NHS.

How would he react to this event 
then?



1952 - Charges introduced
Patients started being charged one shilling for 
prescriptions. In England, it now stands at £7.10, although 
fees have been abolished in Wales and are being phased out 
in Scotland.

“Illness is neither an indulgence for which people 
have to pay, nor an offence for which they should be 
penalised, but a misfortune the cost of which should 
be shared by the community.”

In 1951, Bevan was moved to become 
minister of labour. Shortly afterwards 
he resigned from the government in 
protest at the introduction of 
prescription charges for dental care 
and spectacles.



In this topic we will be 
considering which event was the 
most important event in the 20th

century.

We are going to practice this in 
lessons.

Today we looked at the creation 
of the NHS- so is this the most 
important event in the 20th

century? You can compare this to 
events you know/we have already 
studied.

P- I think that the creation of 
the NHS was/was not the most 
significant event in the 20th

century because….
E- For example, I know that…
E- This was important because…
E- In addition,….
E- This meant that…

USE PEE
USE PEEEE
USE PEEEEL (link to the question/link 
to compare to another event)
Challenge:  Why might others oppose 
your argument? Explain. E.g. 
doctors/politicians



Telephone!

Send whispers round summarising 
what you have learnt today!
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