


Title: Origins of the Cold War
GREENS Create a Venn diagram to recap the 

differences between Communism and 
Capitalism.
Identify the events leading to the Cold 
War. 

YELLOWS Create a Venn diagram to recap the 
differences between Communism and 
Capitalism.
Describe the events leading to the Cold 
War. 

BLUES Create a Venn diagram to recap the 
differences between Communism and 
Capitalism.
Explain the main events leading to the 
Cold War and their impact on relations.. 

Lesson 
objectives:
Recap the 

differences 
between 

Capitalism and 
Communism.

Explain how this 
divide lead to the 

Cold War.
Assess key 

events in the 
origins of the 

Cold War.

Could a 
Cold War 

start 
again?



Origins of the Cold 
War
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http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bc.edu/bc_org/svp/st_org/cvsa/images/USA-Flag.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.bc.edu/bc_org/svp/st_org/cvsa/cvsa_about.html&h=282&w=400&sz=28&tbnid=mgppLmRBKbC_1M:&tbnh=87&tbnw=124&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dusa%2Bflag%26tbm%3Disch%26tbo%3Du&zoom=1&q=usa+flag&usg=__AUr1GlgpfC4N5NMNKJdL8QDkGIk=&sa=X&ei=kn7BTY-SMomxhQeetb3GBQ&ved=0CCYQ9QEwAA
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.worldclassflags.com/productimages/cf_ussr.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.worldclassflags.com/prod-ussr-flag.htm&h=200&w=300&sz=3&tbnid=NJX7ugnXdDuzwM:&tbnh=77&tbnw=116&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dussr%2Bflag%26tbm%3Disch%26tbo%3Du&zoom=1&q=ussr+flag&hl=en&usg=__U9JuI5veZLHGh6bRKvBskecBc-U=&sa=X&ei=pn7BTYXVLZO3hAfvs5yrBQ&ved=0CCMQ9QEwAA


The Cold War
• The Cold War was a ‘war’ involving the USA and 

the USSR in which no direct fighting actually 
occurred between the two countries, but 
tensions were very high.

• The USA and the USSR in 1945 were two very 
different countries with very different 
beliefs:

The USA was capitalist             The USSR was communist
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Recap
Capitalism Communism
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Capitalism or Communism?

Everyone has a job given to 
them by the State.

Challenge: Can you 
think of any 

similarities between 
the two?

Super challenge: code 
each of the ideas above 

again to show which are to 
do with ECONOMY (E), 
which are BELIEFS (B) 

and which are to do with 
POLITICS (P)

Only one government 
party
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Recap
Capitalism Communism

Everyone has a job given to 
them by the State.

Only one government 
party
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How are these beliefs 
different?

Capitalism =
Where all factors of 

production 
(industry, business 
and agriculture) 
are owned by 
private individuals 
or firms who run 
them for their own 
profit. 

Communism =
Where all factors of 

production 
(industry, business 
and agriculture) are 
owned by the state 
for the good of 
everyone.



World War Two
• Why did the relationship between the USSR 

and the USA change during the war?



What happened to ruin relations?
• In your groups you will have been given a source about an 

event.
• As a group you will need to use the source to work out the 

answers to the following:

• Fill in your table as you go. 
• Make sure you learn the facts - You will need to be able 

to explain what happened to the rest of the class in 5 
minutes time!

What happened?
How did this raise tensions between the 
USSR and the USA?
Who was at fault – the USA, the USSR 
or both?
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Event What happened? How did this raise tensions 
between the USA and the 
USSR?

Who was 
at fault –
the USA, 
the USSR 
or both?

The Tehran 
Conference 
(28 Nov – 1 Dec 1943)

The Yalta Conference 
(4-11 Feb 1945)

Death of Roosevelt 
(12 April 1945)

The Potsdam 
Conference 
(16 July – 2 Aug 1945)

Secret Telegrams 
(1946)

What happened?
How did this raise 
tensions between 
the USSR and the 
USA?
Who was at fault –
the USA, the USSR 
or both?



Title: Origins of the Cold War
GREENS Create a Venn diagram to recap the 

differences between Communism and 
Capitalism.
Identify the events leading to the Cold 
War. 

YELLOWS Create a Venn diagram to recap the 
differences between Communism and 
Capitalism.
Describe the events leading to the Cold 
War. 

BLUES Create a Venn diagram to recap the 
differences between Communism and 
Capitalism.
Explain the main events leading to the 
Cold War and their impact on relations.. 

Lesson 
objectives:
Recap the 

differences 
between 

Capitalism and 
Communism.

Explain how this 
divide lead to the 

Cold War.
Assess key 

events in the 
origins of the 

Cold War.

Could a 
Cold War 

start 
again?



Start the discussion:
• I believe that the Cold War started because 

___ because...
• In my opinion the Cold War started ___ 

because...
• One argument may be that ___ because...
• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:
• I support your point that ___ because of…
• Your opinion is reasonable because...
• I agree with your statement because...
• Your argument is a valid one because...

Build:
• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but should add that…
• Your argument is a good one, however it 

needs...

Challenge:
• This opinion could be questioned because…
• My own view is contrasting with yours 

because...
• I would like to challenge your argument 

because...
• I disagree with your statement for a number 

of reasons...

The Cold War started because…



GCSE Focus: 4 mark “Describe 
features” question

Describe two features of the 
Cold War
(4 marks)

How do we answer this question?

• Identify two features of the topic.
• Give detailed evidence to support 

the features.

One feature of the Cold 
War was…

This included….

Another feature of the Cold 
War was…

This included…



GCSE Focus: 4 mark 
“Describe features” question

Describe two features of the 
Cold War
(4 marks)

How do we answer this question?

• Identify two features of the topic.
• Give detailed evidence to support 

the features.

One feature of the Cold War was… the 
increasing of tensions between the USSR 
and USA.
This included…. Events such as the Tehran 
Conference where tensions were revealed 
about the future of Germany with an 
expanding Communist ‘sphere of influence.’

Another feature of the Cold War was… a 
paranoia of a hot/nuclear war.
This included… the use of secret 
telegrams by both sides due to fear of 
war. This revealed to neither side that 
there was potential for war, as the USA 
was reported to want to dominate the 
world, and the USSR reported to want to 
destroy capitalism.
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