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In this lesson students will be mastering the following:

Mastery content:

• Plan and write a literary essay without an extract.

Objective:

Complete planning grid with a focus on moments, stage directions and short quotations.
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1. Queenie is independent, brave and kind.

2. Hortense is clever, proud and prudent.

3. Queenie and Hortense both clash with their 

husbands.

4. Queenie’s humorous attitude contrasts with 

Hortense’s serious attitude.

Collecting evidence across a whole text

1. List three adjectives to describe Queenie.

2. List three adjectives to describe Hortense.

3. How are Queenie and Hortense similar?

4. How are Queenie and Hortense’s attitudes 

different?
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Which character do YOU THINK changes the most?

TASK: Choose one character to create a spider diagram 
on and include their CHANGES from Act 1 to the final 

scene. 
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Collecting Evidence for our Assessment

Which character changes the most by the end of 

Small Island? 

Write about one main character that you think 

changes the most.  

In your answer discuss how Levy presents this 
change. Use quotations from the play. 

We will be writing an essay on the following question:
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Building a Case

• Look at the scene summaries – which scenes explore your 

character?

• Select relevant ‘single word or phrase’ quotations that show 

changes in your character.

• Look in the text

• Complete your planning sheet
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Act 1 key 

moments

Single word or 
phrase quotations

Act 2 key 

moments

Single word or 
phrase quotations

Queenie dreams of 
romance and 
having her own 
family.

“I could get 
married, have 
babies” (p.32)

Queenie is 
overwhelmed by 
the stigma of 
raising a black 
child.

“I don’t think I’ve 
got the guts for it”
“I should have, but 
I haven’t”

Queenie planning sheet
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Which of these statements are true?

a)By the end of the play Hortense is in a loving marriage with 

Michael.

b)By the end of the play Hortense becomes a mother by 

adopting Queenie’s baby.

c)By the end of the play Queenie doesn’t ”have the guts” to 

raise her own biracial son.

d)By the end of the play Queenie raises her son Michael with 

Bernard.

Which of these statements are true?

a)By the end of the play Hortense is in a loving marriage with 

Michael.

b)By the end of the play Hortense becomes a mother by 

adopting Queenie’s baby.

c)By the end of the play Queenie doesn’t ”have the guts” to 

raise her own biracial son.

d)By the end of the play Queenie raises her son Michael with 

Bernard.


