
What do these pictures 
show?

What are the links 
between these pictures?

Who is this person and why 
is he important? Use the 

pictures to help you.
Now you have studied 

major assassinations, what 
do you think the 

difference is between and 
assassination and a murder.



Title: Why is John Lennon’s murder 
historically important?

Describe the life of John Lennon.
Explain what John Lennon protested against.

Assess what makes a murder important enough to be 
remembered.

Research around the room to find out who John Lennon was.
Use a John Lennon song to explain the importance of John Lennon.
Write a eulogy to remember John Lennon.

Research around the room to find facts about who John Lennon was.
Use a John Lennon song to explain the importance of John Lennon and his 
activism.
Write a eulogy to remember important things John Lennon did.

Research around the room  to find out why John Lennon was important.
Use a John Lennon song to explain the impact of John Lennon and his activism.
Write a eulogy to remember the impact of John Lennon and why assassinations 
should be remembered.

What is the 
difference 
between a 

murder and an 
assassination? Rule of law

Individual Liberty
Mutual Respect



Assassination 2:

Who?
When?

Assassination 1:
Who?

When?

Assassination 3:

Who?

When?

Assassination 4:

Who?
When?

Assassination 5:

Who?
When?

Assassination 6:

Who?

When?



Start of lesson assassination 1:
Context:

End of lesson 1:
What I have learned:

Start of lesson assassination 4:
Context:

End of lesson 4:
What I have learned:

Start of lesson assassination 2:
Context:

End of lesson 2:
What I have learned:

Start of lesson assassination 3:
Context:

End of lesson 3:
What I have learned:

Start of lesson assassination 5:
Context:

End of lesson 5:
What I have learned:

Start of lesson assassination 6:
Context:

End of lesson 6:
What I have learned:



Assassination 5: Context
• This assassination took place in 

New York, America. At the 
time America was reaching the 
end of a period of tension. It 
had faced decades of problems 
with the Cold War and had 
been fighting a war in Vietnam 
1955-1975 which caused a 
huge rise is protests in 
America.

• At the time the music scene in 
America reflected its mood. 
Celebrities were known to 
criticise the government in 
different ways, including John 
Lennon, who was outspoken in 
his disgust for Americas 
actions.

Assassination 5:

Who? John 
Lennon,  New 
York, USA
When? Dec 
1980

Cold War: A war that does not ‘heat’ 
up – no actual use of warfare.



Who was John Lennon?
• Around the room there is a 

set of information about 
John Lennon. Use it to 
answer the following 
questions.

• The first 3 people to do 
this will get themselves 
epraise!! 5 minutes



Title: Why is John Lennon’s murder 
historically important?

Describe the life of John Lennon.
Explain what John Lennon protested against.

Assess what makes a murder important enough to be 
remembered.

Research around the room to find out who John Lennon was.
Use a John Lennon song to explain the importance of John Lennon.
Write a eulogy to remember John Lennon.

Research around the room to find facts about who John Lennon was.
Use a John Lennon song to explain the importance of John Lennon and his 
activism.
Write a eulogy to remember important things John Lennon did.

Research around the room  to find out why John Lennon was important.
Use a John Lennon song to explain the impact of John Lennon and his activism.
Write a eulogy to remember the impact of John Lennon and why assassinations 
should be remembered.

What is the 
difference 
between a 

murder and an 
assassination? Rule of law

Individual Liberty
Mutual Respect



01. Imagine - John Lennon.mp3

Imagine there's no Heaven 
It's easy if you try 
No hell below us 
Above us only sky 
Imagine all the people 
Living for today 

Imagine there's no countries 
It isn't hard to do 
Nothing to kill or die for 
And no religion too 
Imagine all the people 
Living life in peace 

You may say that I'm a dreamer 
But I'm not the only one 
I hope someday you'll join us 
And the world will be as one

Imagine no possessions 
I wonder if you can 
No need for greed or hunger 
A brotherhood of man 
Imagine all the people 
Sharing all the world 

You may say that I'm a dreamer 
But I'm not the only one 
I hope someday you'll join us 
And the world will live as one

On your copy of the song write down your first 
thoughts. DON’T SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS YET.

Highlight any lyrics you think are important.
Write down what you think the lyrics mean.

Can you decode the message? What do you think 
Lennon was talking about?https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YkgkThdzX-8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YkgkThdzX-8


“Imagine” was released in 1971
John Lennon and Yoko Ono had strong beliefs about a war that 
was happening at the time.

What was the Vietnam War?

Why did people dislike the war?

Key words:
Protests, defoliants, tactics, guerrilla war, draft dodging, Vietnam, Communism, America, civilians
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01. Imagine - John Lennon.mp3

Imagine there's no Heaven 
It's easy if you try 
No hell below us 
Above us only sky 
Imagine all the people 
Living for today 

Imagine there's no countries 
It isn't hard to do 
Nothing to kill or die for 
And no religion too 
Imagine all the people 
Living life in peace 

You may say that I'm a dreamer 
But I'm not the only one 
I hope someday you'll join us 
And the world will be as one

Imagine no possessions 
I wonder if you can 
No need for greed or hunger 
A brotherhood of man 
Imagine all the people 
Sharing all the world 

You may say that I'm a dreamer 
But I'm not the only one 
I hope someday you'll join us 
And the world will live as one

Now add to your notes in green pen.

Highlight any lyrics you think are important now.
Write down what you think the lyrics mean now.

Can you decode the message? Why do you think people 
would like this song at the time?

Challenge: Which groups would like this song and why?



Title: Why is John Lennon’s murder 
historically important?

Describe the life of John Lennon.
Explain what John Lennon protested against.

Assess what makes a murder important enough to be 
remembered.

Research around the room to find out who John Lennon was.
Use a John Lennon song to explain the importance of John Lennon.
Write a eulogy to remember John Lennon.

Research around the room to find facts about who John Lennon was.
Use a John Lennon song to explain the importance of John Lennon and his 
activism.
Write a eulogy to remember important things John Lennon did.

Research around the room  to find out why John Lennon was important.
Use a John Lennon song to explain the impact of John Lennon and his activism.
Write a eulogy to remember the impact of John Lennon and why assassinations 
should be remembered.

What is the 
difference 
between a 

murder and an 
assassination? Rule of law

Individual Liberty
Mutual Respect



Assassination: the murder of an important person 
or political figure, usually by a surprise attack.

Do you think this murder is important to be 
remembered today?
Do you think this was a murder or assassination? 
What makes you think this?
Can you compare this killing to any famous 
assassinations. Is it more important or less 
important than those? Why?

Now you have studied the life of John Lennon you 
need to think about his death.

John Lennon was killed by a fan. Think about the 
following questions and write down your answer.

What is the 
difference 
between a 

murder and an 
assassination?



To finish

Write a small eulogy for John Lennon.

Include 2 important things he did to 
remember him.
Explain why John Lennon should be 
remembered.
Give a judgement on the impact of John 
Lennon and explain why he should be 
remembered.

Eulogy: a speech or piece of writing that praises someone or something highly, especially a tribute to someone 
who has just died.



Title: Why is John Lennon’s murder 
historically important?

Describe the life of John Lennon.
Explain what John Lennon protested against.

Assess what makes a murder important enough to be 
remembered.

Research around the room to find out who John Lennon was.
Use a John Lennon song to explain the importance of John Lennon.
Write a eulogy to remember John Lennon.

Research around the room to find facts about who John Lennon was.
Use a John Lennon song to explain the importance of John Lennon and his 
activism.
Write a eulogy to remember important things John Lennon did.

Research around the room  to find out why John Lennon was important.
Use a John Lennon song to explain the impact of John Lennon and his activism.
Write a eulogy to remember the impact of John Lennon and why assassinations 
should be remembered.

What is the 
difference 
between a 

murder and an 
assassination? Rule of law

Individual Liberty
Mutual Respect



Start of lesson 
assassination 5:
Context:

End of lesson 5:
What I have learned:

One sentence to sum 
up what you have 
learned.
One sentence with at 
least 1 key fact about 
what you have learned.
One sentence about 
what you have learned 
and one question you 
now have.

Challenge: Why is this 
assassination 
important to study 
now?





Who was John Lennon?
1. When was John Lennon born?

2. What band was he part of?

3. Name two songs released by 
this band.

4. What was his wife's name?

5. How did they promote peace?

6. How did Lennon use music to protest 
war?

7. Which war did Lennon protest 
against the most?

8. Why was John Lennon threatened to 
be kicked out of America?

9. How did John Lennon die?

10. Who was involved in John Lennon’s 
death?



Who was John Lennon?
1. When was John Lennon born?

2. What band was he part of?

3. Name two songs released by 
this band.

4. What was his wife's name?

5. How did they promote peace?

6. How did Lennon use music to protest 
war?

7. Which war did Lennon protest 
against the most?

8. Why was John Lennon threatened to 
be kicked out of America?

9. How did John Lennon die?

10. Who was involved in John Lennon’s 
death?

Support- look for the 
questions that match the 
colour of the sheet.



John Lennon

• Born in 1940.
• Grew up with his Aunt, in the 1940s and 

1950s.
• Famed singer-songwriter John Lennon 

founded the Beatles, a band that 
impacted the popular music scene like no 
other.

• The Beatles first single “Love Me Do” 
released in 1962.

• The Beatles first number one, “From Me 
to You”, released in 1963.



Marriage
• Musician John Lennon met Paul McCartney in 1957 

and invited McCartney to join his music group. 
They eventually formed the most successful song 
writing partnership in musical history. Lennon left 
the Beatles in 1969, and later released albums 
with his wife, Yoko Ono, among others. 

• Yoko Ono and Lennon became famous for their 
activism and their attitude towards war. Lennon 
and Ono invented a form of peace protest by 
staying in bed while being filmed and interviewed, 
and their single "Give Peace a Chance" (1969), 
recorded under the name "the Plastic Ono Band," 
became a national anthem of sorts for pacifists.

https://www.biography.com/people/yoko-ono-9542162


Music
• The Beatles were discovered by Brian Epstein in 1961 at 

Liverpool's Cavern Club, where they were performing on 
a regular basis. With a new drummer, Ringo 
Starr (Richard Starkey), and George Martin as a 
producer, the group released their first single, "Love 
Me Do," in October 1962. It peaked on the British 
charts at No. 17.

• Throughout the 1960s, many of the songs that The 
Beatles released were about Love, and Life. 

• Lennon wrote the group's follow-up single, "Please 
Please Me“. The Beatles' "Please Please Me" topped the 
charts in Britain. The Beatles went on to become the 
most popular band in Britain with the release of such 
mega-hits as "She Loves You" and "I Want To Hold Your 
Hand."



Activism
• Lennon and Ono used their honeymoon as 

a Bed-In for Peace the event attracted 
worldwide media ridicule. During a second Bed-
In three months later Lennon wrote and 
recorded "Give Peace a Chance". Released as a 
single, the song was quickly interpreted as an 
anti-war anthem and sung by a quarter of a 
million demonstrators against the Vietnam 
War in Washington, DC, on 15 November.

• Lennon and Ono moved to the United States in 
September 1971, but were constantly 
threatened with deportation by 
the Nixon Government. Lennon was told that 
he was being kicked out of the country due to 
his 1968 marijuana conviction in Britain, but 
the singer believed that he was being removed 
because of his activism against the unpopular 
Vietnam War. 



Death
• Tragically, just a few weeks 

after his album's release, Mark 
David Chapman, a disturbed fan, 
shot Lennon several times in 
front of his apartment complex 
in New York City. Lennon died at 
New York City's Roosevelt 
Hospital on December 8, 1980, at 
the age of 40.

• Lennon's assassination had, and 
continues to have, a profound 
impact on pop culture.



Imagine there's no Heaven 
It's easy if you try 
No hell below us 
Above us only sky 
Imagine all the people 
Living for today 

Imagine there's no countries 
It isn't hard to do 
Nothing to kill or die for 
And no religion too 
Imagine all the people 
Living life in peace 

You may say that I'm a dreamer 
But I'm not the only one 
I hope someday you'll join us 
And the world will be as one 

Imagine no possessions 
I wonder if you can 
No need for greed or hunger 
A brotherhood of man 
Imagine all the people 
Sharing all the world 

You may say that I'm a dreamer 
But I'm not the only one 
I hope someday you'll join us 
And the world will live as one 

Imagine there's no Heaven 
It's easy if you try 
No hell below us 
Above us only sky 
Imagine all the people 
Living for today 

Imagine there's no countries 
It isn't hard to do 
Nothing to kill or die for 
And no religion too 
Imagine all the people 
Living life in peace 

You may say that I'm a dreamer 
But I'm not the only one 
I hope someday you'll join us 
And the world will be as one 

Imagine no possessions 
I wonder if you can 
No need for greed or hunger 
A brotherhood of man 
Imagine all the people 
Sharing all the world 

You may say that I'm a dreamer 
But I'm not the only one 
I hope someday you'll join us 
And the world will live as one 
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