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Definition
elating to or belonging to any of the Protestant 
Churches- they did not support the Pope as the Head of 
the Church. 

Characteristics/Things a Protestant does

Preferred and English Bible, got rid of indulgences, much 
plainer churches, made the king the Head of the Church

Examples of Protestants

Henry VIII led England to become Protestants – stayed 
Catholic himself
Martin Luther (monk)
Edward VI
Elizabeth I (middle way)

Non-examples

The Pope
Mary I

Protestant

Task: In the centre of this page you have a word.
1) Try and define this word using what you have learned in class. 2) Tell me the characteristics/qualities of this word.
3) Can you name any famous examples of Protestants 4)Do you have any religious examples that are not Protestants?



Marriage or power: Why did 
Henry VIII break from Rome 

and dissolve the 
monasteries?

26/02/2021

Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this lesson you will:
- Describe the dissolution of the 
monasteries.
-Explain why Henry broke away from 
Rome. 
-Assess the most important reason why 
Henry broke away from Rome. 

Fundamental British Values: 
Mutual respect & tolerance (lack of)

Today’s Title:

Key Words:

Monastery: a building or buildings 
occupied by a community of monks 
living under religious vows.

Dissolve: close down or dismiss.

How does 
faith shape 

our lives 
today?

Henry VIII’s Break from Rome

Henry VIII’s wives

This lesson:

Next lesson:

Catholics vs. Protestants: 
Reformation

Previous lesson:



STARTER: What should Henry do?

“I have been married to Catherine 
of Aragon for 20 years. She has 

failed to give me a son and I need a 
strong heir to rule and keep the 

Tudor line in power. 

Catherine is now too old to give me 
children. I have fallen in love with 
beautiful Anne Boleyn and I want 

to marry her instead! She can 
definitely give me a male heir.” 

Catherine of Aragon Anne Boleyn
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Catherine of Aragon Anne Boleyn

Henry has three options:

A. Find an excuse to cut off Catherine’s head.

B. Ask his friend in Rome, the Pope, to let him divorce 
Catherine

C. Wait until Catherine dies naturally and then marry 
Anne

Choose one of these and write a short explanation of 
why that is Henry’s best choice.

Challenge: What is one negative 
consequence with each of these options? 

T W O   M I N U T E S T W O   M I N U T E S

Put:

A (Execute) 
B (Divorce)

C (Wait)

On your whiteboard and be 
prepared to explain your 

answer
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Henry chose Option B: He went to the Pope and asked him to let 
Henry divorce Catherine.

The Pope said no, divorce was forbidden in the Catholic Church!

It didn’t matter, because Henry had a plan. He went home and 
set up his own church: The Church of England. 



Was that the only reason…?
• On your worksheet there are boxes which show reasons 

why Henry might want to start his own church in England. 

• Choose whether these reasons fit into Money, Power, or 
Love

• Write L for Love, P for Power and M for money

Stretch and Challenge: 
1. Rank the reasons 1-9 in order of the most significant reason why 

Henry started his own church. 
2. Write a sentence justifying your number 1 choice. 

Five 
Minutes



Henry fell out of love with 40 
year old Catherine of Aragon. 
He no longer thought she was 
capable of bearing children.

The Catholic Church was very wealthy, 
Henry closed down their monasteries 
and took their money (this was known 
as the Dissolution of the Monasteries). 

This made him very rich.

According to the Catholic Church, the 
Pope was above Henry VIII. Churches all 

over England taught that the greatest 
authority in the world is the Pope 

Henry had spent all his Fathers 
money on wars in France but 
had not been very successful. 

He needed more money to 
continue fighting.

Henry had an illegitimate (from an 
affair) son called Henry FitzRoy who he 

could name his heir if he wanted to. 
Henry also had another affair with 

Mary Boleyn, Anne’s sister

The Pope denied Henry’s request to let 
him get a divorce. He threatened to 
excommunicate (ban him from the 

church) Henry and strip him of his title of 
Fidei Defensor

Henry seemed to be completely in 
love with Anne Boleyn, who was 

lady-in-waiting (servant) to 
Catherine of Aragon

Anne Boleyn was a fiercely 
intelligent woman, she refused to 

become Henry’s mistress, saying he 
had to marry her instead.

Everyone in England paid a tithe 
(10% of everything) to the church. If 

Henry controlled the church, he 
would get that money.

Henry made himself the head
of the Church of England. This 
meant that he could control 

sermons in churches)
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Think Pair Share

Which was most significant reason 
why Henry started his own church: 

money, power or love? Why?
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Explain ONE reason why Henry 
left the Catholic Church.

Great Learning . . .

I can explain three reasons why 
Henry VIII left the Catholic Church

Even Better Learning . . .

I can assess the most significant
reason why Henry left the church. I 

am able to use my precise 
knowledge to explain my opinion.

Good Learning . . .

I can identify and describe one 
reason why Henry VIII left the 

Catholic Church.



“The main reason Henry broke from the Catholic Church 
was because he wanted more money.” 

How far do you agree?

Step 1: Write a sentence starting with money.
Step 2: Write a sentence containing 5 words.
Step 3: Write a sentence including a word with 3 
syllables e.g. Protestant.
Step 4: Write a sentence using the words love and 
power.
Step 5: Write a sentence with one word and an 
exclamation.



Self Assessment: Give yourself two stars and a wish 

• I have structured my essay in organised 
paragraphs

• I have explained one reason Henry broke with 
the church

• I have used two examples of my own knowledge
• I have used words like significant, consequence 

and cause
• I have used connectives like this shows that, 

therefore, this led to
• I have used several examples of my own 

knowledge and explained them in my own 
words.

• I need to manage my time
better in order to finish 

• I need to use more knowledge
and examples in my work

• I need to develop my 
paragraphs with explanations

• I need to use more specialist
words 

• I need to use connectives to 
improve my paragraphs



Green for Growth:
Answer these questions in green pen.

What was one thing you think you did well in this answer?

What was one thing you found difficult about this answer?

How do you think you could you do to improve this answer?



WORKSHEETS:



“The main reason Henry broke from the Catholic Church was because 
he wanted more money” How far do you agree?

Paragraph 1: MONEY

Write a paragraph explaining why money was a significant 
reason why Henry broke from the Catholic church.

Paragraph 2: ONE OTHER REASON 

Choose another reason (either power or love) and explain 
why that also was a significant reason why Henry broke 
from the Catholic church.

Paragraph 3: CONCLUSION

Write a conclusion that says what, in your opinion, is the 
bigger reason: Money, or the other reason you wrote 
about in your second paragraph. Explain why the reason 
you chose is a more significant reason than the other one. 

IMPROVE YOUR WRITING:

This shows that…
Therefore…

So…
This meant…
As a result…

Even though…
If… Then…

TIPS

Use a range of second order concepts to assess 
why Henry broke with the church. (e.g. This was a 

significant reason…
Consequently, Henry broke with the church…
This caused Henry to break with the church.)

Use two or three examples of knowledge in each 
paragraph.

A

KEY TERMS:

Dissolution of the 
Monasteries

Excommunicated
Fidei Defensor

Illegitimate
Lady in Waiting


