
Brain in Gear – Knowledge Test

Complete the Knowledge Test and stick it in your books.

EXTENSION: Double check that there are no loose worksheets in your 
book and everything has been stuck in.



Brain in Gear – Knowledge Test

1) Heinrich Himmler
2) Reinhard Heydrich
3) Joseph Goebbels
4) 1933
5) Group that all German judges needed to be members of –

membership controlled by Nazi party
6) Pope will not interfere with politics / Hitler will not interfere with 

Catholic church in Germany
7) 1600
8) The Confessing Church



The Youth  –
Opposition and Resistance
-Describe the different groups of people who resisted the Nazis. 

-Explain why different groups of people opposed the Nazis. 
-Assess the effectiveness of resistance against the Third Reich. 

28/02/2022

How can we 
oppose the 
government 
today? Individual liberty 



How far did the youth resist the Nazis?

• On the whole – not a lot. Most young Germans 
conformed and joined the official Nazi youth 
groups, but some young people were opposed to 
the Nazi party.

• For the Nazis everything was organised for the 
benefit of Germany and the state – jobs, 
education, industry, farming was all structured 
and organised.

• People had little freedom of choice, some 
rebellious young people started alternative youth 
groups in defiance of Nazi party. The most famous 
are the Edelweiss Pirates and the Swing Youth

Sophie Scholl – leader of the White Rose 
non-violent resistance group

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/z4787ty


Your Task

CHALLENGE:
What was effective and 
ineffective about their 
resistance to the Nazis?

Edelweiss 
Pirates

The Swing Youth

Who were they?

How did they oppose 
the Nazis?

Were they successful?

Who were they?

How did they oppose 
the Nazis?

Were they successful?

Use the information sheets 
to make notes in your book 
about the Edelweiss Pirates 
and the Swing Youth. 



Your Task
Use the information sheets 
to make notes in your book 
about the Edelweiss Pirates 
and the Swing Youth. 

CHALLENGE:
What was effective and 
ineffective about their 
resistance to the Nazis?



How effective was their resistance?

• Again – not very. 

• Apart from some anti-Nazi graffiti and occasional attacks on the Hitler Youth they did 
little to actually fight the Nazi party.

• Their reasons were not political. They often didn’t ethically oppose the Nazi ideas, they 
just wanted to listen to American music or wear American clothes. 

• Their numbers were very small. There were 2,000 Edelweiss Pirates compared to 
8,000,000 Hitler Youth Members. They were no threat to Nazi Germany. 



Opposition 
to the Nazis

The Youth

The Army

Political 
Opposition

The Church

Trade Unions

Your Task

Stick in the sheet and 
summarise the opposition 
from the Youth and the 
Church.

CHALLENGE: 
Did any of these groups 
pose any real threat to the 
Nazi party? Why / why 
not?



Opposition to the Nazis - Summary

• Most Germans either fully supported, or at least conformed to Nazi 
expectations.

• A combination of Nazi propaganda, censorship and police control 
prevented any real criticism of the Nazi government. 

• There was some opposition to the Nazis from the church, the youth, 
trade organisations and some members of the army. 

• However, active resistance was very limited. Few people were brave 
enough to speak out against the Nazis openly or take any real action 
to disrupt the state. 



12 Mark Exam Question

Explain why there was so little 
resistance and opposition to the Nazis in 
Germany in the years 1933-1939.
You may use the following in your 
answer:
- The Gestapo
- Nazi propaganda
You must also use information of your 
own.

PLAN:

P1 – Gestapo
P2 – Propaganda
P3 – Weak opposition groups

KEY WORDS:
Significant, caused, consequence, 
similar, different, typical, 
therefore, however, this led to, 
this shows that, as a result.



12 Mark Exam Question

Explain why there was so little 
resistance and opposition to the Nazis in 
Germany in the years 1933-1939.
You may use the following in your 
answer:
- The Gestapo
- Nazi propaganda
You must also use information of your 
own.

Suggested sentence structure
One reason why there was so little 
resistance and opposition to the 
Nazis in the years 1933-1939 was…
From my own knowledge I know 
that…
This was important because…
In addition,
This led to…

KEY WORDS:
Significant, caused, consequence, 
similar, different, typical, therefore, 
however, this led to, this shows 
that, as a result. 



Mark scheme for this question

• 1-3 marks-Simple answer no real knowledge shown.
• 4-6 marks- Description of ideas- no explanation and linking to 

question.
• MAX 5 marks if nothing used except 2 ideas given.
• 7-9 marks- Description and good explanation of ideas using some 

good own knowledge.
• MAX 8 marks if nothing used except 2 ideas given.
• 10-12 marks- Detailed description and explanation of ideas, each 

paragraph focussed on the question. Precise own knowledge used



Indoctrination



Edelweiss Pirates
• Young people all over Germany were forming their own youth groups. These had names like the “Travelling Dudes” or the “Navajos”.

• These groups joined together under one name as the “Edelweiss Pirates” – named after a famous flower that grows high in the German Alps. 

• These were boys and girls, but mainly boys, who didn’t like the strict military discipline of the Hitler Youth and the general lack of freedom in 
Germany. 

• The boys wore their hair longer and wore American style clothing such as white t-shirts and jeans.

• They would take long hikes and camping trips in the mountains, where they would make fun of the Nazis. When they were at home they would 
taunt or attack members of the Hitler Youth

Edelweiss Pirate song 

We march by banks of Ruhr and 
Rhine 

And smash the Hitler Youth in twain

Our song is freedom, love and life

We’re the Pirates of the Edelweiss

SECOND WORLD WAR GERMANY

In the 1940s the Pirates became more active, 
carrying out violent attacks and sheltering 
concentration camp escapees and deserting 
soldiers.

They caught the attention of Himmler who actively 
targeted them. Many were thrown into 
concentration camps and some were executed in 
public hangings. 



The Swing Youth
• Mainly teenagers from wealthy middle-class families. They loved American music, fashion and culture. 

• They owned and played illegal records from the US. They loved swing and jazz music. They would meet together, play music and dance the 
“jitterbug”

• These dance parties were illegal, but they grew and were attended by up to 6,000 young people. They greeted each other by saying “Heil Benny” 
referring to a popular swing musician called Benny Goodman. 

• The Nazis were furious and tried to shut down these groups. They thought that anything related to Jazz music was dangerous as its roots were in 
immoral black “Jungle music”. 

Aims of the Swing Youth:

“Make sure you’re really 
casual, swinging or whistling 
English hits all the time, 
absolutely smashed and 
always surrounded by really 
amazing women”.

SECOND WORLD WAR GERMANY

Some young people were harshly punished. 
Hasso Schutzendorff, in October 1942, was sent 
to a concentration camp. 

He had his hair cut off, was thrashed with an iron 
bar and forced to push barrows full of earth 
uphill for a fortnight.

Other youth groups were attacked and members 
beaten. 
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