
Brain in Gear 

Anglo-Saxons 
Quick 6!

Who was Lanfranc?

Name 2 changes Lanfranc made to the Church.

Describe two features of the Domesday Book.

Explain two changes introduced in the Feudal System.

Which aspect of the Feudal System impacted peasants the most and why?

How far did William change the structure of the Anglo-Saxon government? Explain using 
detail.
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Title: What is the feudal system and why was it important to William? 

Learning Objectives
-Describe the feudal hierarchy. 
-Explain the roles of the tenants-in-chief. 
-Assess the importance of the roles of the tenants-in-chief. 

Rule of law 
What 
hierarchies 
exist in our 
society 
today?



Example answer
What makes an answer successful?
1. Includes a clear judgement 

2.

3.

4.

5.

Use your criteria to highlight through 
the answer. Find what is good and 
give a judgement underneath. 

I fully agree with the statement that the change to the 
church was the most important change made by the 

Normans because everyone in England at the time would 
have been followers of the Christian Church. This meant 
that religion would have been extremely important to 

them, and would influence their daily lives, thus creating a 
huge impact. For example, I know that the Normans rebuilt 
the churches in their own unique style which would have 
been a very significant change as it would have asserted 

Norman power in the country and reminded Anglo-Saxons 
attending church of the Normans’ dominance over them. 

Churches were now made of stone and rebuilt to be 
grander and more dominating, and towns and cities were 
cleared for building of new churches. I also know that the 

church no longer allowed priests to be members of society. 
Priests had to live celibate lives, and were tried in their own 
courts within the church instead of hundreds courts, which 
served to further separate them from society. This was an 
important change because it meant that the priests would 

become like role models to common Anglo-Saxons and 
Normans as they were shown as extremely religious which 
allowed William to control England further using the fear of 

the consequences of their sins. Even though this change 
only served to strengthen the control of the church, which 

already had great power, it altered the lives of everyday 
people, making it a fear reaching change for Normans and 

Anglo-Saxons alike.

Clear judgement 
given

Judgement/comments



Example answer

• Success criteria:
1. Judgement made 

linked to question
2. Detailed evidence 

used
3. Explained  impact of 

evidence
4. Assessed strengths 

and weaknesses 
relating to statement
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I fully agree with the statement that the change to the church was the 
most important change made by the Normans because everyone in 

England at the time would have been followers of the Christian Church. 
This meant that religion would have been extremely important to them, 

and would influence their daily lives, thus creating a huge impact. For 
example, I know that the Normans rebuilt the churches in their own 
unique style which would have been a very significant change as it 

would have asserted Norman power in the country and reminded Anglo-
Saxons attending church of the Normans’ dominance over them. 

Churches were now made of stone and rebuilt to be grander and more 
dominating, and towns and cities were cleared for building of new 

churches. I also know that the church no longer allowed priests to be 
members of society. Priests had to live celibate lives, and were tried in 
their own courts within the church instead of hundreds courts, which 
served to further separate them from society. This was an important 

change because it meant that the priests would become like role models 
to common Anglo-Saxons and Normans as they were shown as 

extremely religious which allowed William to control England further 
using the fear of the consequences of their sins. Even though this 
change only served to strengthen the control of the church, which 

already had great power, it altered the lives of everyday people, making 
it a fear reaching change for Normans and Anglo-Saxons alike.



Green for growth assessments

Task A: Re-do question 1/ add detail to question 1
Features:
- Tenants-in-chief – 188 Norman, 2 Anglo-Saxon to replace earls
- Sheriffs- shires, in charge of revenue collection, hated by mand, involved in land seizures
- New Church courts- Lanfranc introduced to judge priests/bishops
- Witan- kept from Anglo-Saxon to advise king on international and religious matters.
- Regents- used Lanfranc after 1070, previously William FitzOserbern and Odo of Bayeux but failed 

to help William 

Task B: Re-do question 2/ add detail to question 2
- Landholdings- 1085 report of who owned what in terms of hides of land.
- Tax- who owed what for payments of geld tax.
- Invasion- where soldiers could be housed for invasion
- Soldiers- where people lived for knight service.
- Land disputes- document of land owners to solve land disputes.

Read through your exam answer. Correct all your SPaG
comments first, then complete your green for growth using the 
information sheet.

Marking Codes:

CL – Capital Letter
Sp- Spelling
L – Label
U – Underline
R – Ruler
Gr- Grammar

Task C: Reduce your answer to question 1 and 2



Task D: Explain the impact of the reforms of Lanfranc

Knowledge to include :
Lanfranc Reforms
• Under Lanfranc the Archbishop of Canterbury was made the head of the Church in England and that gave him power to enforce 

discipline.
• Lanfranc condemned the practice of simony: taking money in exchange for granting Church jobs to others.
• Under Lanfranc pluralism was banned because Lanfranc did not agree with gaining money and land for a religious duty. 

Normanising the Church
• New bishops did homage to the king. The king oversaw Church councils and his approval was needed for key decisions. Church leaders 

who failed their obligations could forfeit lands.
• When a bishop died, the king appointed his successor. The king also received revenues from that Church land until the new bishop was 

appointed.
• Within 50 years of 1066, every English church, cathedral and most abbeys had been demolished and rebuilt in Norman style. 
• Larger churches, stained glass windows- extravagant to show wealth. 
• Norman cathedrals were built in strategically important market towns e.g. Sherborne cathedral moved to Salisbury. This meant bishops 

controlled a more secure location with an overview of the area.

Explaining the impact
This was significant because…

This led to a change in the life of Anglo-Saxons because…
This gave William greater control of the Church because…

This was important for William’s authority because…



Explaining the impact
This was significant because…

This led to a change in the life of Anglo-Saxons because…
This gave William greater control over potential rebellions because…

This was important for William’s authority because…

Task E: Explain the impact of the changes brought in by the Feudal System

Knowledge to include:
• The king owned all the land. 
• In Norman England, when a landholder died, the heir had to prove his or her loyalty to the king before they were allowed to reclaim it, as well as 

paying the knight for the right to use the land. This payment was called a relief. 
• During William’s rule, the king could decide how much the relief should be. That meant that he could reward his most loyal followers by agreeing 

with them that their heirs would only have to pay quite small reliefs. 
• when the new heir took over tenure of the land, they had to pay the relief and also perform a ceremony of homage to the king.
• When William granted land to a tenant-in-chief, an important ceremony of homage took place.
• Labour services was about working the lord’s lands in return for the use of land. 



Task F: Explain the impact of the Domesday Book on life in Anglo-Saxon/Norman England.

Knowledge to include:
• Used for landholdings- 1085 report of who owned what in terms of hides of land.
• Included tax/revenue source- who owed what for payments of geld tax.
• Many of William’s tenants-in-chief enjoyed special deals that meant they didn’t have to pay geld tax on some of their land. 
• It is possible William has a plan to reverse some of these privileges as a way of getting more money from his tenants, as he did

in 1084 and 1086. 
• Invasion- showed where soldiers could be housed for invasion
• The council that William held about the Domesday Book was primarily called to discuss ways to counter a new Viking invasion 

threat in 1085. Even though the Danish invasion never happened, William took it seriously, and brought thousands of soldiers 
from Normandy and housed them with landholders in England. 

• Soldiers- where people lived for knight service. 40 days and 40 knights required as part of vassals duty for land (fief)
• Land disputes- document of land owners to solve land disputes and to encourage the payment of reliefs to give even more 

power in the country.

Explaining the impact
This was significant because…

This led to a change in the life of Norman England because…
This gave William greater control over vassals because…

This was important for William’s authority over vassals because…
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