
Brain in Gear 

True or 
false? ASNE! 

When William died he had a good relationship with his sons.

William died on 9th October 1087.

William died of injuries caused by a fall on his horse that caused internal injuries that worsened over 
time.

Odo of Bayeux was the half brother of William Duke of Normandy.

In 1076 Odo was found not guilty after a trial over illegal land gaining. 

Odo of Bayeux served as co-regent for William with William FitzOsbern in 1067.
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Stigand was accused of simony, which was the practice of taking money in exchange for graiting
Church jobs to others.

Lanfranc supported the practice of pluralism and was only the Archbishop of Canterbury, which he 
made head of the church.

Knight service was for 40 days a year and was unpaid. Lord provided their knights money to live on 
during their service.

William replaced the Anglo-Saxon hierarchy with the Feudal System.
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Title: Norman England Assessment Revision – what do I need 
to know about Norman England?

Learning Objectives
-Revisit your knowledge of Norman England to check understanding of the 
topic. 
-Describe causes, events and impacts of events of Norman England. 

ALL FBV 
covered so farRevision 

technique



Church reforms in Norman England 
were marked by the change in 
religious leader. 

Stigand was an Anglo-Saxon 
churchman in pre-Norman 
Conquest England who became 
Archbishop of Canterbury 1052-
1070.

Lanfranc was appointed 
Archbishop of Canterbury 1070-
1089 and oversaw many reforms 
(Normanisation) of the Anglo-
Saxon Church.

Learning Objectives
-Describe the features of the Church that continued from Anglo-Saxon England. 
-Explain how the church changed in Norman England. 
-Assess the consequences of Normanisation. 



Read through the statements you 
have been given and colour code 
them.

 Anglo-Saxon Church (Stigand)

 Norman Church (Lanfranc)

Once you have done this select 3 
main CHANGES to the Church and 

explain their importance for 
controlling England.

Learning Objectives
-Describe the features of the Church that continued from Anglo-Saxon England. 
-Explain how the church changed in Norman England. 
-Assess the consequences of Normanisation. 



In the Anglo-Saxon Church the 
archbishop could be chosen by 
those with power in society. 
Stigand was chosen by Earl 
Godwin as his ally, which went 
against Edward the Confessors 
wishes.

The Norman Church sought to 
control all bishops. Under 
Lanfranc the Archbishop of 
Canterbury was made the head 
of the Church in England and 
that gave him power to enforce 
discipline. He brought back 
Church councils to help him 
reform the Church.

Lanfranc changed Church ritual 
and brought some legal 
documents over from 
Normandy to develop existing 
laws. 

Stigand was more relaxed in his 
approach to spiritual life. He did 
not promote strict dedication to 
study and prayer.

The Norman Church focused on 
God’s choice of religious 
leaders. Lanfranc believed that 
the appointment of these 
leaders should only be made by 
God.

Stigand’s priests lived as part of 
the community, were allowed 
to get married and have 
families. Lanfranc believed that 
Stigand and Anglo-Saxon Church 
leaders like him were not 
spiritual men at all. 

Lanfranc’s priests lived separate
to society. His councils passed 
laws banning marriage for the 
clergy and making celibacy 
compulsory for priests.

Lanfranc’s monastical 
background saw him revive 
monasteries in England. He 
oversaw the promotion of 
values such as dedication to 
spiritual life, study and prayer.

Norman society saw 
Archdeacons become more 
common. They had more power 
than parish priests and enforced 
Church discipline. They helped 
the Church control their parish 
priests.

Stigand’s Church had influence 
over law making but utilised old 
Anglo-Saxon customs to do this.

Anglo-Saxon cathedrals were in 
rural locations, so they did not 
often interfere with daily life.

Stigand’s church allowed 
bishops and priests to be tried
in hundred courts. They lived 
amongst society and were 
judged as such.

Norman cathedrals were built in 
strategically important market 
towns e.g. Sherborne cathedral 
moved to Salisbury. This meant 
bishops controlled a more 
secure location with an 
overview of the area.

A church council passed 
Lanfranc’s reforms that court 
cases involving the clergy 
(priests and other ministers) 
should be hear only in special 
Church-only bishops courts. 
Trial by ordeal came under the 
Church’s control as it involved 
God’s judgement.

Anglo-Saxon parish priests had 
more freedom and there were 
few archdeacons controlling 
their actions.

Stigand was Archbishop of 
Canterbury but did not control 
other archbishops or bishops 
outside his area. This meant the 
Anglo-Saxon Church lacked 
discipline in places.

Stigand was a pluralist. This 
meant he was a bishop for two 
different areas: Canterbury and 
Winchester. This was done 
because each diocese 
controlled meant more money 
and land for the archbishop.

Lanfranc condemned the 
practice of simony: taking 
money in exchange for granting 
Church jobs to others.

Under Lanfranc pluralism was 
banned because Lanfranc did 
not agree with gaining money 
and land for a religious duty. 

Key
 Anglo-Saxon Church 

(Stigand)

 Norman Church (Lanfranc)
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Learning Objectives
-Describe the features of the Church that continued from Anglo-Saxon England. 
-Explain how the church changed in Norman England. 
-Assess the consequences of Normanisation. 

Quick quiz

1. What was the name of the new Norman Archbishop of Canterbury?

2. What was the term for the practice of being archbishop of more than one 
location?

3. What was the term the practice of taking money in exchange for granting Church 
jobs to others?

4. Which Archbishop believed all leaders should be chosen by God?

5. Which Archbishop had more control over the bishops in the Church?



Normanisation and the Church
What did the Normanisation of 
the church include? 

How did Normanisation help to 
strengthen Norman control over 
England?

How did the ‘Normanised’ Church 
improve the king’s power? How much did Normanisation 

help William keep control of 
England?

Fully 

Partially

Not at all

What can you remember?

What happened to the 
buildings?

What happened to the 
priests?

What happened to the 
Church control of land?

What happened to Church 
laws and customs?

How did land help 
William gain control?

How did William control 
communication for the 
Catholics?



Normanisation and the Church

Within 50 years of 1066, every English church, 
cathedral and most abbeys had been demolished 
and rebuilt in Norman style. This architectural 
change was accomplished by a purge of Anglo-
Saxon bishop- Wulstan, bishop of Worcester.

This did not mean that everyone who worked for 
the Church was a Norman- most parish priests 
were Anglo-Saxons- but the Church was quickly 
‘Normanised’. Above all, Normanisation meant 
that the Church was used to strengthen Norman 
control over England.



Normanisation and the Church
Norman bishops and archdeacons influenced the 
messages people received about their king, their 
new lords and how God had favoured the Normans. 

The Church was a major landholder in England (one 
quarter of all land). Installing loyal Normans as 
bishops and archbishops secured these lands 
against possible Anglo-Saxon rebellions.

Lanfranc’s reforms extended the Normans’ control 
over the countryside as parish priests were made 
to follow Norman Church procedures and customs.



Normanisation and the Church

The Normanised Church enhanced the king’s power: 

New bishops did homage to the king. The king oversaw 
Church councils and his approval was needed for key 
decisions. Church leaders who failed their obligations 
could forfeit lands.

When a bishop died, the king appointed his successor. The 
king also received revenues from that Church land until 
the new bishop was appointed.

William controlled communication between Church leaders 
and the pope in Rome. He would not permit any attempt by 
the pope to convince Norman Church leaders that they 
should obey the pope instead of him.



Title: Norman England Assessment Revision – what do I need 
to know about Norman England?

Learning Objectives
-Revisit your knowledge of Norman England to check understanding of the 
topic. 
-Describe causes, events and impacts of events of Norman England. 
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covered so farRevision 

technique



The story so far…

What I remember

Things I missed

What I remember

Things I missed

What I remember

Things I missed

What I remember

Things I missed

What I remember

Things I missed

What I remember

Things I missed

William introduces the Feudal System William replaces Archbishop Stigand Lanfranc reforms the Church

William changes the powers of regents and sheriffsWilliam expands his demesne and introduces Forest LawsWilliam orders the Domesday Book



But, because, so..

• Because… explain why the statement is true
• But… add something that is different but linked, nor a limitation.
• So… somethings that is true as a result of this statement

• The Feudal System helped William gain control because… it reduced the roles of the 
earls, replacing them with tenants-in-chief who were loyal Normans.

• The Feudal System helped William gain control but… it did not completely replace all 
Anglo-Saxon authority in England, as there remained 2 tenants-in-chief.

• The Feudal System helped William gain control so… William was able to reduce the 
threat of internal rebellions like the northern rebellions of 1069 with Edgar and King 
Sweyn. 



But, because, so… EXPLAINING

• Because… explain why the statement is true
• But… add something that is different but linked, nor a limitation.
• So… somethings that is true as a result of this statement

• Lanfranc’s reforms of the church helped William gain control because…
• Lanfranc’s reforms of the church helped William gain control but…
• Lanfranc’s reforms of the church helped William gain control so…

• Landownership reforms helped William gain control because…
• Landownership reforms helped William gain control but…
• Landownership reforms helped William gain control so…

• Changes to the role of the sheriff in Norman England helped William gain control because…
• Changes to the role of the sheriff in Norman England helped William gain control but…
• Changes to the role of the sheriff in Norman England helped William gain control so…



‘Of all the changes the Normans made in England, the most 
important was the introduction of the Feudal System’.

How far do you agree? Explain your answer. 

You may use the following in 
your answer:
•Lanfranc
•The Feudal System 
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