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Dear Parent/Carer,  

 

I am writing to inform you that the Year 11 mock exams begin on Wednesday 16th March, and will end on Thursday 

31st March.  

 

Following the changes to exams for the last two years, mock exams are more important than ever. It is vital that 

pupils are able to sit a full set of mock exams because exams will play a crucial part in improving pupils’ exam 

technique, building confidence and allowing teachers to identify gaps in knowledge which can then be addressed 

in lessons and in after school boosters.  Furthermore, in the unlikely event that the government change their 

exam plans for the summer, or if it is necessary for your child to isolate due to coronavirus, these mock exams 

may also be used as evidence towards a pupil’s teacher assessed grade.   

 

Pupils have been given a mock exam timetable which informs them of the dates and times of their mock exams.  

The generic mock exam timetable is available on the academy’s website. 

 

Pupils have received assemblies explaining how to effectively revise for exams as well as the importance of mock 

exams.  Your child has also been issued with a revision timetable so they can plan adequate revision in the lead 

up to, and around, the mock exams.  Their subject teachers will be supplying them with revision work, but we 

must highlight the importance of independent study. We recommend that Year 11 pupils spend at least 2 hours 

per evening on their revision.  More information regarding how pupils can revise and how parents can support 

their child at home can be found in our Autumn Newsletter available on the academy’s website. 

 

I would I also like to take this opportunity to provide an update on this summer’s GCSE exams. Ofqual, who 

regulate examinations and assessments in England, have announced that exam boards are to provide advance 

information as part of the package of support available for summer exams this year.  This is in recognition of the 

disruption to education caused by the pandemic. The aim of advance information is to help guide and prioritise 

pupils’ revision. It will provide pupils with information on the focus of the content of exams in summer 2022 for 

most subjects.  For example, advance information for some subjects may inform pupils that one part of the 

assessment will focus on a reduced range of specification content. Pupils may then wish to prioritise that content 

in their revision.  

 

To maximise a pupils’ chance of success in the examinations, any revision plans should take account of 

everything has been taught. Advance information will not necessarily cover all aspects of specification content 

that will be assessed in the 2022 examinations, so pupils should still revise a broad range of content. This will 

always be the best preparation for success in an exam, particularly in questions which ask pupils to draw on 

information, skills and examples from across the specification content (these are known as ‘synoptic questions’).  

 

Advance information will be available for most subjects. For a small number of subjects, there are other 

adaptations in place to support pupils and so advance information will not be provided.  Different exam boards 

will also have variations in the advance information between specifications for the same subject. This is because 

the specification and assessment designs are different. Therefore, to support pupils, we have created a summary 

booklet which includes advance information for all relevant subjects and is specific to the appropriate exam 

boards studied by pupils at Castleford Academy.   
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The advance information summary booklet is also available on the academy’s website. 

 

The academy recognises that high quality revision is extremely important in ensuring that pupils are well equipped 

with the skills and knowledge for their final exams as well boosting self-confidence and reducing stress. However, 

in rare cases some pupils can find the revision process overwhelming and challenging.  Should you have any 

concerns regarding your child in the lead up to the mock exams, please do not hesitate to contact us at school.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish your son/daughter the very best of luck in their exams.  Thank you in 

advance for your continued support, should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact school. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mr L Holmes 

Assistant Headteacher 


