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Complete your ‘What’s Wrong With This?’ grid for the play so far:

1. Stick the sheet in the middle of your exercise book.

2. Annotate the outside of each box by correcting the mistake(s).

Mercutio thinks that 
dreams are meaningless 
and tells Romeo to ignore 
them. He also doesn’t take 
love seriously.



Why are secondary characters 
important?

Learning Objectives:

- To understand events in Act 2 Scenes 3 and 4

- To explore similarities and differences between Friar Lawrence and Nurse

- To analyse the character of the Nurse



How has religion changed over time?

What were the 
differences between 
religion in England and 
Italy?

What did people 
believe? What role did 
the church have?

How have attitudes 
towards religion 
developed or changed?

Start the discussion:

• I believe that...
• In my opinion...
• One argument may be that...
• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:

• I support your point because…
• Your opinion is reasonable 

because...
• I agree with your statement 

because...
• Your argument is a valid one 

because...

Build:

• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but should 

add that…
• Your argument is a good one, 

however it needs...

Challenge:

• This opinion could be questioned
because…

• My own view is contrasting with yours 
because...

• I would like to challenge your argument 
because...

• I disagree with your statement for a 
number of reasons...



Key Vocabulary

KEY WORD: friar

A member of a religious order of men.

1. In your own words 

write a definition:
2. Use the term correctly 

in a sentence:
3. Create a question 

where the keyword is the 

answer:

4. What other words are 

connected to the key word?

5. Transform the word into a 

small image and explain your 

thought process behind your 

sketch.

6. The word friar comes from 

frater, meaning brother. What 

does this suggest that a friar 

should be like?



Act 2 Scenes 3 & 4: What happens in these scenes?

We meet the following characters:

Romeo visits Friar Lawrence, who is collecting plants to make medicine from. Romeo talks of his love for Juliet 
and asks if Friar Lawrence will marry the two of them. At first, Friar Lawrence is critical of Romeo’s quick 
change of mind from Rosaline. However, he then agrees to the marriage as he thinks it could end the feud 
between the Capulets and Montagues.

Benvolio and Mercutio are still looking for Romeo, as they know that Tybalt wants to fight him. Romeo arrives 
in a good mood, before the Nurse comes to see him. He convinces the Nurse that his intentions are good and 
true; he then asks her to tell Juliet to go to church later that day so that they can marry each other.

Let’s read the scene!

Friar Lawrence      Mercutio            Romeo          Benvolio         Nurse



Exploring the Text: Friar Lawrence
Questions:

1. Where is Friar Lawrence critical of 
Romeo in these lines?

2. Why does Romeo seemingly trust 
Friar Lawrence more than his own 
father?

3. Both characters talk in rhyming 
couplets – what does this suggest 
about their relationship?

Extension: Why does Shakespeare 
introduce an impartial character at this 
point in the play?

FRIAR LAURENCE
Be plain, good son, and homely in thy drift;
Riddling confession finds but riddling shrift.
ROMEO
Then plainly know my heart's dear love is set
On the fair daughter of rich Capulet:
As mine on hers, so hers is set on mine;
And all combined, save what thou must combine
By holy marriage: when and where and how
We met, we woo'd and made exchange of vow,
I'll tell thee as we pass; but this I pray,
That thou consent to marry us to-day.
FRIAR LAURENCE
Holy Saint Francis, what a change is here!
Is Rosaline, whom thou didst love so dear,
So soon forsaken? young men's love then lies
Not truly in their hearts, but in their eyes.
Jesu Maria, what a deal of brine
Hath wash'd thy sallow cheeks for Rosaline!
How much salt water thrown away in waste,
To season love, that of it doth not taste!
The sun not yet thy sighs from heaven clears,
Thy old groans ring yet in my ancient ears;
Lo, here upon thy cheek the stain doth sit
Of an old tear that is not wash'd off yet:
If e'er thou wast thyself and these woes thine,
Thou and these woes were all for Rosaline:
And art thou changed? pronounce this sentence then,
Women may fall, when there's no strength in men.



Exploring the Text: Nurse & Romeo

Questions:

1. Why does the Nurse speak 
in prose at the start of this 
scene?

2. What are her fears about 
Romeo? How does she 
warn him?

3. What does this scene 
teach us about the Nurse 
as a character?

NURSE
Now, afore God, I am so vexed, that every part about
me quivers. Scurvy knave! Pray you, sir, a word:
and as I told you, my young lady bade me inquire you
out; what she bade me say, I will keep to myself:
but first let me tell ye, if ye should lead her into
a fool's paradise, as they say, it were a very gross
kind of behavior, as they say: for the gentlewoman
is young; and, therefore, if you should deal double
with her, truly it were an ill thing to be offered
to any gentlewoman, and very weak dealing.
ROMEO
Nurse, commend me to thy lady and mistress. I
protest unto thee--
NURSE
Good heart, and, i' faith, I will tell her as much:
Lord, Lord, she will be a joyful woman.
ROMEO
What wilt thou tell her, nurse? thou dost not mark me.
NURSE
I will tell her, sir, that you do protest; which, as
I take it, is a gentlemanlike offer.

ROMEO
Bid her devise
Some means to come to shrift this afternoon;
And there she shall at Friar Laurence' cell
Be shrived and married. Here is for thy pains.
NURSE
No truly sir; not a penny.
ROMEO
Go to; I say you shall.
NURSE
This afternoon, sir? well, she shall be there.
ROMEO
And stay, good nurse, behind the abbey wall:
Within this hour my man shall be with thee
And bring thee cords made like a tackled stair;
Which to the high top-gallant of my joy
Must be my convoy in the secret night.
Farewell; be trusty, and I'll quit thy pains:
Farewell; commend me to thy mistress.
NURSE
Now God in heaven bless thee! Hark you, sir.



Your exam will involve analysing an extract and then also looking at the rest of the play.

The extract we will be looking at is when the Nurse goes to speak to Romeo on Juliet’s behalf.

1. Start by looking back at the extract - highlight three quotations and then annotate these with any 
relevant ideas.

2. Now add some ideas on how you can compare/contrast anything from earlier in the play.

Explore how the Nurse is presented in Act 2 Scene 4.



Explore how the Nurse is presented in Act 2 Scene 4.

Your turn! Write a double paragraph on your writing frame worksheet. The first one 
should be based on the extract. The second should be from elsewhere in the text.

WHAT
Topic sentence
Effective quotation
HOW
Analysis of language and/or 
structure
WHY
Context and/or writer’s views

Connective/link phrase
WHAT
Topic sentence
Effective quotation
HOW
Analysis of language and/or 
structure
WHY
Context and/or writer’s views

Extract Rest of Text



The Big Question

Why are secondary 
characters important?

Create a Venn diagram 
about Friar Lawrence 
and the Nurse.

Use the middle section 
of your diagram to 
explain what they have 
in common.

Friar Lawrence Nurse


