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Name Meaning How does this fit with the character?

Romeo Pilgrim to Rome

Juliet Youthful (also derived from 
Julius, a Roman name)

Benvolio Benevolent/good

Mercutio Mercury/mercurial – linked 
to unpredictability

Tybalt Brave or bold

Friar Laurence Shining or glorified

Shakespeare chose the 
names for characters in 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ for 
specific reasons.

How can the meaning 
for each name be 
linked to their 
personality/actions in 
the play?



What’s In a Name?
Learning Objectives:

- To understand events in Act 2 Scene 1 and Act 2 Scene 2

- To explore the soliloquys of Romeo and Juliet

- To analyse Juliet’s feelings in this scene



Key Vocabulary

KEY WORD: soliloquy

A character speaking their thoughts aloud when by 

themselves or without other characters hearing.

1. In your own words 

write a definition:
2. Use the term correctly 

in a sentence:
3. Create a question 

where the keyword is the 

answer:

4. What other words are 

connected to the key word?

5. Transform the word into a 

small image and explain your 

thought process behind your 

sketch.

6. Why is a soliloquy an 

effective technique in a play?



Act 2 Scenes 1 and 2: What happens in these scenes?

We meet the following characters:

Romeo goes back to the Capulet mansion to find Juliet. Mercutio and Benvolio try 
to get him to come back by mocking Rosaline but then give up when he doesn’t 
answer. Juliet appears at her window and Romeo describes her beauty. Unaware 
that he is listening, Juliet talks about her love for Romeo and complains about his 
name. Romeo eventually speaks to her and they confess their love for each other. 
The Nurse calls Juliet, which hurries Romeo and Juliet to decide they will meet the 
next day to get married.

Let’s read the scene!

Benvolio Romeo Juliet                 Nurse Mercutio



Analysing Imagery

The following words/ideas are used by Romeo as he describes Juliet. What 
are the connotations of each one?

Extension: What do all of these words have in common? Why could Romeo 
be using this linked imagery?

sun                                heaven                              stars                            twinkle              birds



Exploring the Text: Romeo’s Soliloquy
ROMEO
But, soft, what light through yonder window breaks?
It is the east, and Juliet is the sun.
Arise, fair sun, and kill the envious moon,
Who is already sick and pale with grief
That thou her maid art far more fair than she.
Be not her maid, since she is envious,
Her vestal livery is but sick and green,
And none but fools do wear it; cast it off.
It is my lady, O, it is my love!
O, that she knew she were!
She speaks, yet she says nothing; what of that?
Her eye discourses, I will answer it.
I am too bold, 'tis not to me she speaks.
Two of the fairest stars in all the heaven,
Having some business, do entreat her eyes
To twinkle in their spheres till they return.
What if her eyes were there, they in her head?
The brightness of her cheek would shame those stars,
As daylight doth a lamp. Her eyes in heaven
Would through the airy region stream so bright
That birds would sing and think it were not night.
See how she leans her cheek upon her hand!
O, that I were a glove upon that hand,
That I might touch that cheek!

Annotate Romeo’s soliloquy 
with how his description of 
Juliet shows his love for her.

Extension: Do Romeo’s words 
support or challenge the idea 
of him as a Petrarchan lover?



Exploring the Text: Juliet’s Soliloquy

JULIET
O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo?
Deny thy father and refuse thy name.
Or if thou wilt not, be but sworn my love,
And I'll no longer be a Capulet.
ROMEO
[Aside] Shall I hear more, or shall I speak at this?
JULIET
'Tis but thy name that is my enemy -
Thou art thyself, though not a Montague.
What's Montague? It is nor hand, nor foot,
Nor arm, nor face, nor any other part
Belonging to a man. O, be some other name!
What's in a name? That which we call a rose
By any other name would smell as sweet;
So Romeo would, were he not Romeo called,
Retain that dear perfection which he owes
Without that title. Romeo, doff thy name,
And for thy name, which is no part of thee
Take all myself.

What does this line mean? Why is Juliet unhappy?

What does Juliet suggest that they should do?

Why is Juliet saying that names are unimportant? How do we know of her 
attraction to Romeo?

What is Juliet prepared to do for Romeo? Why might this 
shock a contemporary audience?

What are the connotations of using the imagery of a rose?



The Big Question

What’s in a name? Choose one of the following quotations and write a What-How-
Why paragraph about Juliet’s feelings about her discovery that Romeo is a 
Montague.

WHAT

Topic sentence:

Introduce your point about Juliet.

Effective quotation:

Evidence to support this idea.

HOW

Analysis of language and/or 
structure

Focus on connotations and 
effects

WHY

Context and/or writer’s views:

What was Shakespeare showing 
us? Why?

O Romeo, Romeo, 
wherefore art thou 
Romeo?

I'll no longer be a Capulet.

What's Montague? It 
is nor hand, nor foot.

That which we call a rose
By any other name would 
smell as sweet.


