
Does love at first sight exist? Monday, 24 January 2022

What are the names of 
the two feuding families 
in Shakespeare’s Romeo 

and Juliet?

How is masculinity 
presented at the 

beginning of Act 1, Scene 
1?

Complete Prince Escalus’ 
line: 

‘Rebellious subjects, 
enemies to ________.’

What is a patriarchal 
society?

How does Romeo 
challenge masculine 

stereotypes when we 
are introduced to him?

How are the characters 
of Romeo and Juliet 

similar?

How do the characters of 
Benvolio and Tybalt 

differ?

What is the significance 
of Mercutio’s Queen 

Mab speech?

How does Romeo’s view 
of love differ from 

Mercutio’s?

‘Romeo’s love for Rosaline is 
superficial. He thinks he loves 
her but in reality, he does not 
know what love is.’ To what 

extent do you agree?’

1 
Point

2 
Points

3 
Points

4 
Points



Does love at first sight exist?
Learning Objectives:

- To understand events in Act 1 Scene 5

- To explain how key characters develop in this scene

- To analyse the first time that Romeo and Juliet meet



Do you believe in love at first sight?

How would you 
describe love?

Are there different 
types of love?

What emotions 
could someone feel 
the first time they 
meet a person? Is 
this love?

Start the discussion:

• I believe that...
• In my opinion...
• One argument may be that...
• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:

• I support your point because…
• Your opinion is reasonable 

because...
• I agree with your statement 

because...
• Your argument is a valid one 

because...

Build:

• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but should 

add that…
• Your argument is a good one, 

however it needs...

Challenge:

• This opinion could be questioned
because…

• My own view is contrasting with yours 
because...

• I would like to challenge your argument 
because...

• I disagree with your statement for a 
number of reasons...



What do we know so far?

Fill in the top part of each box in your grid about what our first 
impressions were of each character.



Act 1 Scene 5: What happens in this scene?

We meet the following characters:

Capulet welcomes his guests. Tybalt notices Romeo and wants to fight him, 
but Capulet stops it. This makes Tybalt even angrier and he vows to get his 
revenge. Meanwhile, Romeo meets Juliet and they kiss. After being parted, 
both discover that they come from the two rival families.

Let’s read the scene!

Tybalt       Lord Capulet      Juliet            Romeo          Benvolio         Nurse



Exploring the Text: Romeo Sees Juliet

Questions:

1. Annotate each of example of 
the imagery used by Romeo 
– what are the connotations?

2. What does this reveal about 
Romeo as a character?

3. How does it present Romeo 
as an example of a 
Petrarchan lover?

ROMEO
O, she doth teach the torches to burn bright!
It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night
Like a rich jewel in an Ethiop's ear;
Beauty too rich for use, for earth too dear!
So shows a snowy dove trooping with crows,
As yonder lady o'er her fellows shows.
The measure done, I'll watch her place of stand,
And, touching hers, make blessed my rude hand.
Did my heart love till now? forswear it, sight!
For I ne'er saw true beauty till this night.

Petrarchan Lovers
This idea comes from a poet named Petrarch and the sonnets he wrote. Characters who were 
described in this way share the following characteristics:
- A man whose feelings of love for a woman are unrequited
- Dramatic use of language to express his emotions
- Complete loss of power as a result – the woman is in control



Exploring the Text: Romeo and Juliet Meet

Questions:

1. Why is it important that this 
conversation is a sonnet?

2. Why is Romeo’s extended 
metaphor powerful?

3. What is significant about 
them sharing these lines?

Extension: How would dramatic 
irony make the audience feel 
about this scene?

ROMEO
If I profane with my unworthiest hand
This holy shrine, the gentle sin is this:
My lips, two blushing pilgrims, ready stand
To smooth that rough touch with a tender kiss.
JULIET
Good pilgrim, you do wrong your hand too much,
Which mannerly devotion shows in this;
For saints have hands that pilgrims' hands do touch,
And palm to palm is holy palmers' kiss.
ROMEO
Have not saints lips, and holy palmers too?
JULIET
Ay, pilgrim, lips that they must use in prayer.
ROMEO
O, then, dear saint, let lips do what hands do;
They pray - grant thou, lest faith turn to despair.
JULIET
Saints do not move, though grant for prayers' sake.
ROMEO
Then move not, while my prayer's effect I take.



How have characters changed?

Return to your character grid 
from earlier and complete the 
remaining boxes:

1. What have we discovered 
about characters in this 
scene?

2. Have they 
changed/developed from 
our first impressions of 
them? Why?



The Big Question

30 Word Challenge!

Does love at first sight really exist? Write exactly thirty words that explain whether 
or not you think Romeo and Juliet are truly in love, including reasons for your 
opinion! 


