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Read the article ‘Why We Dream’ and highlight the five most important 
ideas in the text.



Why are dreams important?
Learning Objectives:

- To understand events in Act 1 Scene 4

- To explore the character of Mercutio

- To analyse the significance of dreams



Are dreams important?

Do they teach us 
anything?

Do they help to deal 
with particular 
situations/issues we 
face?

What about 
nightmares?

Start the discussion:

• I believe that...
• In my opinion...
• One argument may be that...
• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:

• I support your point because…
• Your opinion is reasonable 

because...
• I agree with your statement 

because...
• Your argument is a valid one 

because...

Build:

• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but should 

add that…
• Your argument is a good one, 

however it needs...

Challenge:

• This opinion could be questioned
because…

• My own view is contrasting with yours 
because...

• I would like to challenge your argument 
because...

• I disagree with your statement for a 
number of reasons...



Act 1 Scene 4: What happens in this scene?

We meet the following characters:

Romeo is on his way to the Capulet party with Mercutio, Benvolio and 
others. He tells Mercutio about a dream he had; Mercutio mocks him and 
tells him that dreams are meaningless. However, Romeo still worries that his 
dream might be predicting his fate.

Let’s read the scene!

Mercutio          Romeo          Benvolio



Key Vocabulary

Word: Definition:
midwife Someone who cares for mothers and newborns

agate-stone A common rock

alderman A person in charge of a kingdom or specific area

wagoner Wagon driver

atomi Tiny little beings

Find each of these words on your copy of the scene. Annotate the word with its 
definition and then draw a small image or symbol to represent it.



Who is Queen Mab?

‘Queen Mab’

‘This is the hag’

‘fairies' midwife’

‘Her chariot is an empty hazel-nut’

‘Her wagoner a small grey-coated gnat,
Not so big as a round little worm’

‘Her wagon-spokes made 
of long spiders' legs,

The cover of the wings of 
grasshoppers’



MERCUTIO
O, then, I see Queen Mab hath been with you.
She is the fairies' midwife, and she comes
In shape no bigger than an agate-stone
On the fore-finger of an alderman,
Drawn with a team of little atomi
Over men's noses as they lie asleep;
Her chariot is an empty hazelnut,

Her wagoner a small grey-coated gnat,
Not half so big as a round little worm
Prick'd from the lazy finger of a maid;
And in this state she gallops night by night
Through lovers' brains, and then they dream of love;

And sleeps again. This is that very Mab
That plats the manes of horses in the night,

This is the hag, when maids lie on their backs,
That presses them and learns them first to bear,
Making them women of good carriage:
This is she--

Exploring the Text

Lines 
53- 59

Lines 
66-71

Lines 
88-89

Lines 
92-95

Who is Queen Mab? What is she like?

How does she travel? When/where does she do this?

What does she do in the night to cause trouble?

Why does Queen Mab do this?



ROMEO
Peace, peace, Mercutio, peace!
Thou talk’st of nothing.
MERCUTIO
True, I talk of dreams,
Which are the children of an idle brain,
Begot of nothing but vain fantasy,
Which is as thin of substance as the air,
And more inconstant than the wind, who woos
Even now the frozen bosom of the north,
And, being anger’d, puffs away from thence,
Turning his side to the dew-dropping south.

ROMEO
I fear, too early, for my mind misgives
Some consequence yet hanging in the stars
Shall bitterly begin his fearful date
With this night’s revels, and expire the term
Of a despised life clos’d in my breast
By some vile forfeit of untimely death.

Exploring the Text

Lines 
95-103

Lines 
106-
111

What does Mercutio think about dreams? Why 
is he trying to convince Romeo?

What is Romeo still worried about and why?



What do we learn about Mercutio?

Choose which three words from the vocabulary box are best for summarising 
Mercutio’s character.
Write a sentence for each adjective to explain your choice.

light-hearted passionate

loyal funny

devoted witty

unpredictable entertaining

eccentric mocking



The Big Question

Why are dreams important in the play?

Write a paragraph about why this scene is important:

- Developing Mercutio as a character
- How dreams can link to the theme of fate
- Introducing Romeo’s fears about his own fate
- Whether Mercutio is challenging fate by mocking the importance of 

dreams

Extension: Where else in the play does a character have a dream or 
premonition about something bad happening?


