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Who is Juliet?

What do we already know about Juliet before we even meet her in the play 
(think about what Capulet told us in the previous scene)?

Based on this information, what do you expect her personality to be like?

She is thirteen years old
She lives in a patriarchal society
Her father is discussing an arranged marriage
She ‘belongs’ to her father 



Who is Juliet?
Learning Objectives:

- To understand events in Act 1 Scene 3

- To explore Juliet’s relationship with her family

- To evaluate your first impressions of Juliet as a character



Modern audiences are often shocked by the age of
the young protagonists, particularly Juliet who is 13.
But audiences in Shakespeare’s day might also have
been shocked since the average age for English
women to get married was in their mid-twenties, and
men in their mid to late-twenties. In his conduct book
(1622), William Gouge establishes the legal minimum
age as 12 for girls and 14 for boys, but suggests that it
is better to wait ‘some yeares longer’.

Contextual summary of Romeo and Juliet
Provided by The British Library

Discover Of Domesticall Duties by William Gouge, 1622 

Context: Marriage



Act 1 Scene 3: What happens in this scene?

We meet the following characters:

Lady Capulet looks for Juliet to tell her about the proposed marriage. 
Together with the Nurse, they try to convince Juliet to marry Paris. However, 
Juliet doesn’t seem particularly interested. The Nurse talks about her 
memories of Juliet as a baby.

Let’s read the scene!

Lady Capulet Juliet Nurse



Exploring the Text
LADY CAPULET
What say you? can you love the gentleman?
This night you shall behold him at our feast;
Read o'er the volume of young Paris' face,
And find delight writ there with beauty's pen;
Examine every married lineament,
And see how one another lends content
And what obscured in this fair volume lies
Find written in the margent of his eyes.
This precious book of love, this unbound lover,
To beautify him, only lacks a cover:
The fish lives in the sea, and 'tis much pride
For fair without the fair within to hide:
That book in many's eyes doth share the glory,
That in gold clasps locks in the golden story;
So shall you share all that he doth possess,
By having him, making yourself no less.
NURSE
No less! nay, bigger; women grow by men.
LADY CAPULET
Speak briefly, can you like of Paris' love?
JULIET
I'll look to like, if looking liking move:
But no more deep will I endart mine eye
Than your consent gives strength to make it fly.

LADY CAPULET
Marry, that 'marry' is the very theme
I came to talk of. Tell me, daughter Juliet,
How stands your disposition to be married?
JULIET
It is an honour that I dream not of.
NURSE
An honour! were not I thine only nurse,
I would say thou hadst suck'd wisdom from thy teat.
LADY CAPULET
Well, think of marriage now; younger than you,
Here in Verona, ladies of esteem,
Are made already mothers: by my count,
I was your mother much upon these years
That you are now a maid. Thus then in brief:
The valiant Paris seeks you for his love.
NURSE
A man, young lady! lady, such a man
As all the world—why, he's a man of wax.
LADY CAPULET
Verona's summer hath not such a flower.
NURSE
Nay, he's a flower; in faith, a very flower.

Questions:

1. Why does Lady Capulet think 
Juliet should marry Paris?

2. What are the Nurse’s views 
on Paris?

3. What is Lady Capulet’s 
advice?

4. How does Juliet feel about 
marriage?

Extension: Who do you feel is 
more of a mother to Juliet –
Lady Capulet or the Nurse? Why 
do you think this?



Key Vocabulary

KEY WORD: femininity

Qualities or attributes which are regarded 

as characteristic of women.

1. In your own words 

write a definition:
2. Use the term correctly 

in a sentence:
3. Create a question 

where the keyword is the 

answer:

4. What other words are 

connected to the key word?

5. Transform the word into a 

small image and explain your 

thought process behind your 

sketch.

6. Have ideas of femininity 

changed over time?



Does Juliet challenge femininity?

What are/were 
classed as ‘feminine’ 
traits?

How does Juliet 
meet these 
expectations?

How does she 
challenge them?

Start the discussion:

• I believe that...
• In my opinion...
• One argument may be that...
• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:

• I support your point because…
• Your opinion is reasonable 

because...
• I agree with your statement 

because...
• Your argument is a valid one 

because...

Build:

• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but should 

add that…
• Your argument is a good one, 

however it needs...

Challenge:

• This opinion could be questioned
because…

• My own view is contrasting with yours 
because...

• I would like to challenge your argument 
because...

• I disagree with your statement for a 
number of reasons...



The Big Question
Who is Juliet? Use the quotations below to complete 
your table about what we now know about Juliet.

Physically? Emotionally? Psychologically?

What is Juliet 
like…

‘God mark thee to his grace!
Thou wast the prettiest babe that e’er I nursed:

An I might live to see thee married once,
I have my wish.’

‘I'll look to like, if looking liking move:
But no more deep will I endart mine eye

Than your consent gives strength to make it fly.’

‘Think of marriage now; younger than you,
Here in Verona, ladies of esteem,

Are made already mothers’

‘[Marriage] is an honour that I dream not of.’

Extension task: Now that we have met both Romeo and Juliet, how are they similar? How are they different?


