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What is patriarchal society?

Think back to last lesson. How do each of these characters present 
masculinity? Are they represented in a positive or negative way?

Extension Task: How might an audience now view this scene differently 
from how a contemporary audience might have done?



What is patriarchal society?
Learning Objectives:

- To understand events in Act 1 Scene 2

- To be able to explain what patriarchy is

- To evaluate our first impressions of Capulet as a father



Do you agree with these statements?

1. Women have equal 
rights to men.

2. Marriage isn’t always 
about love.

3. A father should be 
involved in who his 
daughter marries.

EXTENSION: Which 
British Values do these 
statements link to?

Start the discussion:

• I believe that...
• In my opinion...
• One argument may be that...
• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:

• I support your point because…
• Your opinion is reasonable 

because...
• I agree with your statement 

because...
• Your argument is a valid one 

because...

Build:

• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but should 

add that…
• Your argument is a good one, 

however it needs...

Challenge:

• This opinion could be questioned
because…

• My own view is contrasting with yours 
because...

• I would like to challenge your argument 
because...

• I disagree with your statement for a 
number of reasons...



Key Vocabulary

KEY WORD: patriarchy

A system of society or government in which the father or 

eldest male is head of the family; a society in which men 

hold the power and women are largely excluded from it.

1. In your own words 

write a definition:
2. Use the term correctly 

in a sentence:
3. Create a question 

where the keyword is the 

answer:

4. What other words are 

connected to the key word?

5. Transform the word into a 

small image and explain your 

thought process behind your 

sketch.

6. Do we live in a patriarchal 

society today?



Act 1 Scene 2: What happens in this scene?

We meet the following characters:

Paris asks for permission to marry Juliet, but Capulet says she is too young. 
However, Capulet does say that if Paris can convince Juliet at the Capulet 
feast then he will allow the marriage. Romeo discovers that Rosaline is 
attending the party too and so decides to go so that he can see her.

Let’s read the scene!

Lord Capulet          Paris          Romeo          Benvolio



Exploring the Text
CAPULET
But saying o'er what I have said before:
My child is yet a stranger in the world;
She hath not seen the change of fourteen years,
Let two more summers wither in their pride,
Ere we may think her ripe to be a bride.

PARIS
Younger than she are happy mothers made.

CAPULET
And too soon marred are those so early made.
The earth hath swallowed all my hopes but she,
She is the hopeful lady of my earth.
But woo her, gentle Paris, get her heart,
My will to her consent is but a part;
And she agreed, within her scope of choice
Lies my consent and fair according voice.
This night I hold an old accustomed feast,
Whereto I have invited many a guest,
Such as I love; and you, among the store,
One more, most welcome, makes my number more.
At my poor house look to behold this night
Earth-treading stars that make dark heaven light.
Such comfort as do lusty young men feel
When well-apparelled April on the heel
Of limping winter treads, even such delight
Among fresh female buds shall you this night
Inherit at my house; hear all, all see,
And like her most whose merit most shall be:
Which on more view, of many mine being one
May stand in number, though in reckoning none,
Come, go with me.
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What does Capulet say about his daughter?
How does this present him as a father?

What does this metaphor tell us about Capulet’s relationship with Juliet?

Why is this word “consent” important?
How does it link to patriarchy?

How does this imagery present Capulet’s views on women?

What does Capulet mean by “merit”? What else could this represent?



How does Capulet reinforce or challenge patriarchal society?

Let’s use these analytical verbs to think about what Shakespeare wants the audience to think about 
Capulet and patriarchal society:

Shakespeare presents Capulet in this way in order to…

criticise…the fact that daughters had no choice about who they were going to marry.

challenge…

warn…

reinforce…

teach…

TASK: Choose two of the verbs above and write your own sentences.



The Big Question

What is patriarchal society?
Explain how Shakespeare presents Capulet in Act 1 Scene 2.

Before we approach this question by 
writing a What-How-Why 
paragraph, think about when you 
have done similar tasks before (eg.
when you were studying ‘A 
Christmas Carol’ or poetry).

Fill in the first three boxes of your 
grid to reflect on how you will 
approach this task.



The Big Question

What is patriarchal society?
Explain how Shakespeare presents Capulet in Act 1 Scene 2.

WHAT

Topic sentence:

Introduce your point about 
Capulet.

Effective quotation:

Evidence to support this idea.

HOW

Analysis of language and/or 
structure

Focus on connotations and 
effects

WHY

Context and/or writer’s views:

What was Shakespeare showing 
us? Why?



The Big Question

What is patriarchal society?
Explain how Shakespeare presents Capulet in Act 1 Scene 2.

Reflect on how you think you have 
done on this task by completing 
your success checklist. 

Write one sentence underneath to 
explain how you felt about this task 
and what you would change next 
time.


