
Monday, 24 January 2022How is masculinity presented in 
the opening scene?

Complete your family tree with each of these characters from the play:

Romeo     Juliet     Lord Capulet     Lady Capulet     Lord Montague     Lady Montague

Nurse     Friar Lawrence     Benvolio     Mercutio     Tybalt     Paris     Prince Escalus



How is masculinity presented 
in the opening scene?

Learning Objectives:

- To understand events in Act 1 Scene 1

- To explore how masculinity is presented in this scene

- To analyse which characters are stereotypical



Is gender associated with power?

What do the words 
gender and power 
make you think of?

Would you ever link 
the two words?

Have things changed 
over time?

Start the discussion:

• I believe that...
• In my opinion...
• One argument may be that...
• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:

• I support your point because…
• Your opinion is reasonable 

because...
• I agree with your statement 

because...
• Your argument is a valid one 

because...

Build:

• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but should 

add that…
• Your argument is a good one, 

however it needs...

Challenge:

• This opinion could be questioned
because…

• My own view is contrasting with yours 
because...

• I would like to challenge your argument 
because...

• I disagree with your statement for a 
number of reasons...



Key Vocabulary: Masculinity

What does the word masculinity mean? What characteristics do we 
associate with it?

Here are some images that typing ‘masculinity’ into Google brings up:

Make a list of words that you associate with masculinity. Underline all the 
ones that have negative connotations.



Act 1 Scene 1: What happens in this scene?

We meet the following characters:

The scene opens with servants of the Capulets and Montagues starting a 
fight. Benvolio tries to stop the fight but Tybalt wants to continue it. Prince 
Escalus intervenes. Meanwhile, Romeo is upset because he is in love with 
Rosaline, who doesn’t love him back.

Let’s read the scene!

Romeo                 Tybalt                Benvolio           Prince Escalus       Lord & Lady Capulet          Lord & Lady Montague



Exploring the Text

Here are some key quotations from this scene. How do they present different 
characters? How do they present masculinity?

EXTENSION TASK: Why do you think Shakespeare made the opening scene of 
the play so violent?

Sampson: “I do bite my thumb, sir.”

Capulet: “What noise is this? 
Give me my long sword, ho.”

Benvolio: “Put up your swords – you 
know not what you do.”

Romeo: “O brawling love, 
o loving hate.”

Tybalt: “What, drawn, and talk of 
peace! I hate the word...”



Wider Reading: The Violence of London
The play’s first audiences, perhaps at the Curtain Theatre in
Shoreditch, seem to have responded powerfully to this story of
volatile emotions and passions lived to the extreme.

It is not hard to see why. The play is set in Verona, but – as so
often with Shakespeare – the streets we hear described on stage
are also those of the bustling, overcrowded, pestilent, noisy and
noisome city in which he lived and worked. London was a young
city in the 1590s, and the crowds who took their chances with
prostitutes and pickpockets in the entertainment districts were
even younger; contemporary reports suggest audiences at the
open-air theatres were predominantly male, and (unlike ‘private’
indoor playhouses, where admission cost at least six times as
much) were drawn from all ranks of society. For this youthful,
restless crowd – some of whom were bunking off work to attend
– the violent skirmishes between the Capulets and Montagues
that dominate the action must have been a major part of the
attraction, and the sword fighting skills displayed by [the actors]
will have been watched with a keen eye. It is an amusing thought
that for at least some of these artisans and apprentices, the
lovers and their all-consuming passion might have seemed almost
incidental. Article written by Andrew Dickson

Understanding the Text

1. What was life in Shakespeare’s London like?

2. Who were typical audiences at the different 
types of theatre?

3. What would have captured audiences’ 
attention most easily?

4. How would Verona in the play be similar to 
London in real life?

5. Why do you think Shakespeare set the play in 
Verona?



The Big Question

Draw a spider diagram to show how different characters present masculinity in Act 
1 Scene 1 of ‘Romeo and Juliet’.

How is masculinity presented in the opening scene?

reinforces = strengthens or supports an existing idea
challenges = goes against an existing idea
subverts = deliberately goes against or undermines an existing idea
stereotypical = a common idea about something which is often exaggerated or simplified
toxic masculinity = a set of stereotypical attitudes/behaviours associated with men that have a negative impact

Masculinity

Capulet

Romeo

Tybalt
Benvolio

Gregory and 
Sampson


