
Why are secondary 
characters important?

Monday, 24 January 2022

Complete your ‘What’s Wrong With This?’ grid for the play:

1. Stick the sheet in the middle of your exercise book.

2. Annotate the outside of each box by correcting the mistake(s).

Romeo instantly regrets 
his actions after killing 
Tybalt. His impulsive 
nature is his hamartia 
(fatal flaw).



What is a tragedy?
Learning Objectives:

- To understand events in Act 5 Scene 3

- To explain how the play is a tragedy

- To compare this scene with earlier parts of the play



Act 5 Scene 3: What happens in this scene?

We meet the following characters:

Romeo arrives at the Capulet tomb and meets Paris, who thinks he is there to cause 
trouble. They fight and Paris is killed. Romeo then sees Juliet’s body, poisons 
himself and dies. Friar Lawrence arrives just as Juliet wakes up but she refuses to 
flee. Juliet takes Romeo’s dagger and kills herself. The Prince arrives and discovers 
the dead bodies. Montague tells us that Lady Montague has died of grief over 
Romeo’s exile. Friar Lawrence returns and tells everyone what has happened. 
Capulet and Montague agree to end the feud between their two families.

Let’s read the scene!

Romeo      Balthasar        Paris             Juliet     Friar Lawrence   Lord and Lady Capulet    Montague      Prince



Exploring the Text

Answer these questions about events in Act 5 Scene 3.

1. What happens between Paris and Romeo? Why
does this happen?

3. What has happened to Lady Montague and why?

4. Friar Laurence explains everything that has
happened between Romeo and Juliet. Why is he
given the chance to do this by Shakespeare?

5. Capulet calls Montague a ‘brother’ at the end of
the play. What is the significance of this?

2. What does Juliet mean when she says ‘O, happy
dagger’?

6. What does Montague say he will do for Juliet?

7. What is the significance of the Prince’s final
words?



Who is to blame?

Which characters are 
most responsible?

Did any particular 
events spark the 
tragedy?

Were any of these 
events avoidable?

Start the discussion:

• I believe that...
• In my opinion...
• One argument may be that...
• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:

• I support your point because…
• Your opinion is reasonable 

because...
• I agree with your statement 

because...
• Your argument is a valid one 

because...

Build:

• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but should 

add that…
• Your argument is a good one, 

however it needs...

Challenge:

• This opinion could be questioned
because…

• My own view is contrasting with yours 
because...

• I would like to challenge your argument 
because...

• I disagree with your statement for a 
number of reasons...



Exploring the Text: Final Words
ROMEO:
Here's to my love!
Drinks
O true apothecary!
Thy drugs are quick. Thus with a kiss I die.

JULIET:
Yea, noise? then I'll be brief. O happy dagger!
Snatching ROMEO's dagger
This is thy sheath;
Stabs herself
there rust, and let me die.

1. What are the similarities between Romeo and Juliet’s final words?

2. What are the differences?

3. How do Romeo and Juliet’s last word emphasise the tragedy of their situation?

4. Where is the theme of love evident in these words?

5. Romeo’s first words are ‘Ay me! Sad hours seem long.’ Juliet’s first words are ‘How now! Who calls?’ 
How are their first words similar/different to their last words?



Parallel Scenes

Lots of events in the final scene can be compared or contrasted with things that 
happened earlier in the play. Complete the table to identify these links.

Act 5 Scene 3 Where else in the play does it link to?

Paris believes that Juliet was supposed to be his wife 
and grieves her death.

Romeo kills Paris, linked to his grief over what he 
thinks is the death of Juliet.

Act 3 Scene 1 - Romeo kills Tybalt as an act of revenge 
in his grief over the death of Mercutio.

Romeo is killed by the poison he takes when he sees 
Juliet’s “dead” body.

Juliet commits suicide as she would rather die than 
live without Romeo.

Prince Escalus explains the consequences of the 
fighting between Capulets and Montagues.

Capulet and Montague are brought together as they 
realise the consequences of the feud.



The Big Question

What is a tragedy?

Write a paragraph to explain how Romeo and 
Juliet is a tragedy, including key terminology.

• A Greek tragedy was 
traditionally linked to the 
theme of fate – the idea 
that what happens to the 
protagonist is their destiny. 

• At the end of the play 
there is a catastrophe, 
which is usually the death 
or downfall of the 
protagonist.

• This often brings a sense of 
catharsis – a feeling of 
relief or an end to the 
negative emotions of 
characters.

• At some point in the play, a 
tragedy has the main 
character’s fortune change 
completely (peripeteia).

• The main character 
has a fatal flaw 
(hamartia) which leads 
to their downfall.

• The protagonist is 
usually someone of 
high social status.

• There was often a 
chorus who narrated 
on the action and sang 
songs to update the 
audience.


