
Imagine you are Juliet. Consider what has happened:

- Romeo, your husband, has been banished. If he returns to Verona, he will be killed.

- People mistake your grief for being due to Tybalt’s death.

- Your father is forcing you to marry someone else, unaware you are already married.

- If you refuse to marry, you will be disowned by your family.

What would you do?

Are the characters rational?
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Are the characters rational?
Learning Objectives:

- To understand events in Act 4 Scene 1

- To evaluate the impact of recent events in the play



Key Vocabulary

KEY WORD: rational

Something that is based on reason or logic.

1. In your own words 

write a definition:
2. Use the term correctly 

in a sentence:
3. Create a question 

where the keyword is the 

answer:

4. What other words are 

connected to the key word?

5. Transform the word into a 

small image and explain your 

thought process behind your 

sketch.

6. Can emotions make us 

irrational? Explain your idea.



Act 4 Scene 1: What happens in this scene?

We meet the following characters:

Paris visits Friar Lawrence to make arrangements for his marriage to Juliet. He sees Juliet there, who says 
she has come for confession. Paris leaves and Juliet immediately tells Friar Lawrence that she will kill 
herself if he can’t help her.

Friar Lawrence devises a plan; he gives Juliet a potion to take that will make her appear to be dead so 
that she is taken to the Capulet tomb. Meanwhile, he will contact Romeo to tell him the truth, so that 
when Juliet awakens, Rome and Juliet can run away to be together.

Let’s read the scenes!

Juliet          Friar Lawrence       Paris 



Exploring the Text: The Plan

FRIAR LAURENCE
Hold, then; go home, be merry, give consent
To marry Paris: Wednesday is to-morrow:
To-morrow night look that thou lie alone;
Let not thy nurse lie with thee in thy chamber:
Take thou this vial, being then in bed,
And this distilled liquor drink thou off;
When presently through all thy veins shall run
A cold and drowsy humour, for no pulse
Shall keep his native progress, but surcease:
No warmth, no breath, shall testify thou livest;
The roses in thy lips and cheeks shall fade
To paly ashes, thy eyes' windows fall,
Like death, when he shuts up the day of life;
Each part, deprived of supple government,
Shall, stiff and stark and cold, appear like death:
And in this borrow'd likeness of shrunk death
Thou shalt continue two and forty hours,

And then awake as from a pleasant sleep.
Now, when the bridegroom in the morning comes
To rouse thee from thy bed, there art thou dead:
Then, as the manner of our country is,
In thy best robes uncover'd on the bier
Thou shalt be borne to that same ancient vault
Where all the kindred of the Capulets lie.
In the mean time, against thou shalt awake,
Shall Romeo by my letters know our drift,
And hither shall he come: and he and I
Will watch thy waking, and that very night
Shall Romeo bear thee hence to Mantua.
And this shall free thee from this present shame;
If no inconstant toy, nor womanish fear,
Abate thy valour in the acting it.

Draw a grid with 8 boxes in your exercise book. Use the 
highlighted words to create a storyboard of the plan.
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Silent Debate

Around the room are a series of statements on sugar 
paper. Your job is to go around and write a response 
to the question, explaining your ideas as you go.

Visit all of the statements.

Make sure you not only respond to the questions but 
to other people’s answers too. Challenge them. Argue 
with them. 

Don’t forget to revisit the statements so you can 
respond to anyone who may have disagreed with 
your ideas.

One rule: You must complete all of this in silence.



The Big Question: Are the characters rational?

At this point in the play, are these characters in Romeo and Juliet rational or not? 
Write a sentence for each one to explain your opinion.


