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Use your emotion wheel to choose an 
adjective for each of the following characters 
after events in Act 3 Scene 1:

• Romeo
• Juliet
• Friar Lawrence
• Lady Capulet
• Lord Capulet

For each character, write a sentence to 
explain your choice of adjective.



Can love be destructive?
Learning Objectives:

- To understand events in Act 3 Scenes 2-4

- To explore the theme of love

- To compare the emotions of different characters



Act 3 Scenes 2-4: What happens in these scenes?

We meet the following characters:

Whilst Juliet waits for Romeo to visit her on their wedding night, the Nurse arrives and tells her that Romeo has killed Tybalt and been 
banished. Juliet is devastated. At first she has conflicting feelings about Romeo, but then realises what must have happened. The Nurse says 
she will go to find Romeo.

Meanwhile, Friar Lawrence tells Romeo the he has been banished. Romeo says that this is worse than death, but Friar Lawrence criticises that 
attitude and calms him down. The Nurse arrives and tells Romeo that Juliet is waiting for him. Romeo heads off to say goodbye to Juliet.

Capulet thinks that Juliet is too upset about Tybalt’s death to see Paris, but decides that it will cheer her up if he arranges for her to marry 
Paris. He decides that this will happen ion Thursday and sends Lady Capulet to inform Juliet of his decision.

Let’s read the scenes!

Juliet               Nurse     Friar Lawrence    Romeo        Lord and Lady Capulet         Paris 



Exploring the Text: Juliet’s Feelings
Annotate Juliet’s speech by answering these questions:

1. Line 73. Complete single word analysis on the term ‘serpent’. What is Juliet

saying about Romeo here?

2. Line 75-76 and 79. Underline the oxymorons. How do these oxymorons

connect Juliet with Romeo?

3. Line 84-85. Juliet is talking about Romeo. What technique is used in

“gorgeous palace”?

4. Complete single word analysis on ‘palace’ and then explain what has

happened to the palace/Romeo.

5. Line 73-85. What punctuation do you notice throughout? What does it

suggest about Juliet’s state of mind?

6. Line 97. Why does Juliet feel guilty?

7. Lines 100-101. What does Juliet realise about what has happened?

8. Lines 102-103. How does Juliet use a metaphor to show her decision to

support Romeo?

JULIET
O serpent heart, hid with a flowering face!
Did ever dragon keep so fair a cave?
Beautiful tyrant, fiend angelical!
Dove-feathered raven, wolvish-ravening lamb!
Despised substance of divinest show!
Just opposite to what thou justly seem’st,
A damned saint, an honourable villain!
O nature, what hadst thou to do in hell
When thou didst bower the spirit of a fiend
In mortal paradise of such sweet flesh?
Was ever book containing such vile matter
So fairly bound? O that deceit should dwell
In such a gorgeous palace!

Shall I speak ill of him that is my husband?
Ah, poor my lord, what tongue shall smooth thy name,
When I, thy three-hours wife, have mangled it?
But wherefore, villain, didst thou kill my cousin?
That villain cousin would have killed my husband.
Back, foolish tears, back to your native spring,
Your tributary drops belong to woe,
Which you, mistaking, offer up to joy.
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What would banishment mean to you?

Imagine you were 
banished from your 
home town and 
could never return.

How would you feel?

What would you 
miss most?

Start the discussion:

• I believe that...
• In my opinion...
• One argument may be that...
• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:

• I support your point because…
• Your opinion is reasonable 

because...
• I agree with your statement 

because...
• Your argument is a valid one 

because...

Build:

• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but should 

add that…
• Your argument is a good one, 

however it needs...

Challenge:

• This opinion could be questioned
because…

• My own view is contrasting with yours 
because...

• I would like to challenge your argument 
because...

• I disagree with your statement for a 
number of reasons...



Exploring the Text: Romeo’s Banishment

Answer these questions about events in Act 3 Scene 3.

1. What does Romeo compare life outside of Verona
to?

2. Who and what is allowed to look upon Juliet?
Who is not?

3. ‘The damned use that word in hell’ – What is
Romeo saying about the word ‘banished’?

5. According to the Nurse, what has Juliet been
doing?

4. Who interrupts the conversation between Romeo
and the Friar?

6. What does the Friar accuse Romeo of acting like?
Why?

7. What has love done to Romeo and Juliet?



Love in Act 3

How are feelings of love presented? Write a double paragraph; one should be 
based on Juliet in Act 3 Scene 2 and the other based on Romeo in Act 3 Scene 3.

WHAT
Topic sentence
Effective quotation
HOW
Analysis of language and/or 
structure
WHY
Context and/or writer’s views

Connective/link phrase
WHAT
Topic sentence
Effective quotation
HOW
Analysis of language and/or 
structure
WHY
Context and/or writer’s views

Act 3 Scene 2 Act 3 Scene 3



The Big Question: Can love be destructive?

How has love forced the characters in Romeo and Juliet to behave? Copy and 
complete your spider diagram by adding notes under the different headings.

Love

Be unaware 
of situations

Keep secrets
Lie to others

Betray family

Fight/murder


