
Monday, 24 January 2022Why does the prologue tell us 
the play’s ending?

What do you know about 
Shakespeare?

Think about when you’ve 
studied or watched any 
Shakespeare plays in the past.

How confident are you in 
understanding each of these 
areas?

For each one, give yourself a 
confidence rating out of 5 and 
write a sentence to explain 
your score.

1 = not at all confident
5 = very confident

Studying 
Shakespeare

Characters 
& Themes

Reading the 
Language

Knowledge 
of Context

Understanding 
Plot

Finding 
Quotations

Analysing



Why does the prologue tell us 
the play’s ending?

Learning Objectives:

- To understand what a prologue is

- To analyse the prologue in ‘Romeo and Juliet’

- To evaluate whether it is effective



English Literature: ‘Romeo and Juliet’

Paper 1: 
Shakespeare & 19th Century Novel

(1 hour 45 mins) 40% of GCSE

Section A: Romeo & Juliet
Write about an extract and link to the rest of the 
play.

Section B: A Christmas Carol
Write about an extract and link to the rest of the 
novella.

Paper 2:
Modern Texts & Poetry

(2 hours 15 mins) 60% of GCSE

Section A: Blood Brothers
Choose from two questions and write an answer to 
one of them.

Section B: Anthology Poetry 
Write about a given poem from ‘Power & Conflict’ 
and compare it to a chosen poem.

Section C: Unseen Poetry
One question on an unseen poem and one question 
comparing it to a second unseen poem.



Pre-Reading: What is a Prologue?

What is a prologue?

Lots of films have 
prologues or opening 
scenes that reveal 
some key information.

What do these 
prologues from 
famous films tell us?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2rDrKUb6bM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qj139dE7tFI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0OYBEquZ_j0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Mg7qKstnPk


What is a prologue?

Can you think of any 
other examples of 
prologues?

Why is a prologue 
important?

Do they ever include 
‘spoilers’?

How do they 
withhold 
information?

Start the discussion:

• I believe that...
• In my opinion...
• One argument may be that...
• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:

• I support your point because…
• Your opinion is reasonable 

because...
• I agree with your statement 

because...
• Your argument is a valid one 

because...

Build:

• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but should 

add that…
• Your argument is a good one, 

however it needs...

Challenge:

• This opinion could be questioned
because…

• My own view is contrasting with yours 
because...

• I would like to challenge your argument 
because...

• I disagree with your statement for a 
number of reasons...



The Prologue: Key Vocabulary
Word What does it 

mean?
How could I use it? Illustrate with an 

image.

dignity

grudge

mutiny

fatal

star-crossed

misadventured

strife

Complete your 
key vocabulary 
grid for some 
of the most 
important 
language in the 
prologue.



The Prologue: What happens in this scene?

In the prologue, we are given an overview of where the play is set and 
what is going to happen.

We are also introduced to some of the key themes:

What could each of these symbols represent?



Exploring the Text

Two households, both alike in dignity

(In fair Verona, where we lay our scene),

From ancient grudge break to new mutiny,

Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean.

From forth the fatal loins of these two foes

A pair of star-crossed lovers take their life,

Whose misadventured piteous overthrows

Doth with their death bury their parents' strife.

The fearful passage of their death-marked love

And the continuance of their parents' rage,

Which, but their children’s end, naught could remove,

Is now the two hours' traffic of our stage—

The which, if you with patient ears attend,

What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to mend.

What do we find out here?

What questions do you have?

What do we find out here?

What questions do you have?

What do we find out here?

What questions do you have?

What do we find out here?

What questions do you have?

What do we find out here?

What questions do you have?



The Big Question

Why does the prologue tell us the play’s ending?

Write a paragraph to answer today’s big question.

Try to include some of the vocabulary from the box below. 

themes           characters           plot           suspense           setting           context

structure           spoilers           withholding           importance           dramatic


