
Brain in Gear

Hitler’s rise to 
power (so far)

Quick 6!

What does the NSDAP stand for?

When did Hitler become the leader of the NSDAP?

What was the name of Hitler’s book? 

Why were Hitler’s speeches so appealing?

What was the SA?

What was the SS?
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Brain in Gear

Hitler’s rise to 
power (so far)

Quick 6!

What does the NSDAP stand for?
National Socialist German Worker’s Party 

When did Hitler become the leader of the NSDAP?
January 1920

What was the name of Hitler’s book?
Mein Kampf (My Struggle) 

Why were Hitler’s speeches so appealing?
Hitler carefully rehearsed his speeches. He usually started slowly and quietly, building up the tension towards a 
passionate and frenzied rant at the end. Although his speeches were often very frantic and aggressive, they were 
persuasive.

What was the SA?
The Sturmabteilung (literally, the Storm Detachment) were the NSDAP paramilitary 
(private military) force. 

What was the SS?
Protection Squad, the Schutzstaffel or SS in German. They were a smaller organisation 
and specially selected to be Hitler’s personal bodyguard.
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Title: How did Hitler become Chancellor? 
Lesson objectives:

Describe the series of events that 
led to Hitler becoming Chancellor. 
Explain why it became possible for 

Hitler to become Chancellor. 
Assess how and why 

interpretations from the past are 
different. 

How do Prime 
Ministers rise 

to power in 
the UK?

Individual 
liberty, 

democracy, rule 
of law



Complete your 
worksheet about 
the key players 
and events in 

Hitler’s rise to 
Chancellorship.  

EXTENSION: Why are these people responsible for Hitler becoming Chancellor of Germany?

Heinrich Bruning: 

____________________________________________________________________________________

Adolf Hitler: 

____________________________________________________________________________________

Paul von Hindenburg: 

____________________________________________________________________________________

Kurt von Schleicher: 

____________________________________________________________________________________

Franz von Papen: 

____________________________________________________________________________________

EXTENSION 2: Which of these people deserve the most responsibility? Answer in your book.



January 1932
At the start of 1932 the Weimar Republic was struggling. The Wall Street 
Crash had led to huge economic trouble and growing unemployment.

Heinrich Bruning was the Chancellor of Germany, but was struggling to control 
the situation. He relied more and more on persuading President Hindenburg 
to pass laws using Article 48. Hindenburg was at heart a monarchist and didn’t 
really like democracy, so he was happy to rule by decree.

Adolf Hitler and the Nazi party was doing better than ever, they had won 108
seats during the 1930  Reichstag elections. This was still only 18% of the 
available seats however, and the Nazis were far from being a truly powerful 
party. 



March 1932 – PRESIDENTAL ELECTIONS
Hindenburg's seven year term as President ran out in March 1932. A new 
election was called to find the next President.

Although he is 84 years old Hindenburg was persuaded to stand again. He 
believed this is the best way to keep Germany stable. 

Hitler also decided to run as President, he faced Hindenburg and the 
Communist Party leader, Ernst Thalmann. 
In the election, no candidate received more than 50% of the vote, so the 
election was to be repeated in April.

Adolf Hitler Paul von Hindenburg Ernst Thalmann
11 million votes
(30%)

18 million votes
(49.6%)

5 million votes
(14%)



April 1932 – PRESIDENTIAL RE-ELECTION

The repeated election happened the next month. Hitler campaigned 
furiously, renting a plane and delivering rousing speeches across Germany.

Ernst Thalmann struggled to deal with the SA which were constantly 
disrupting Communist rallies and speeches.

Hindenburg was successful this time, and managed to get the 50% necessary. 
He secured a new 7 year term as President.

Adolf Hitler Paul von Hindenburg Ernst Thalmann
13 million votes
(36%)

19 million votes
(53%)

4 million votes
(11%)



May 1932
In May, Bruning took two decisions that destroyed his reputation.
◦ He persuaded Hindenburg to use Article 48 to ban the SS and the SA.
◦ He announced a plan to buy land from large landowners and use it to house the poor.

Hitler and other extremist parties were furious that their paramilitary groups 
were being banned.

Hindenburg and the other landed elite were furious about the plan to buy up 
their land

This caused so much pressure on Bruning that on May 30th, he resigned. 



30 May 1932
An ambitious army general named Kurt von Schleicher was a good friend and advisor to 
Hindenburg. He had set up a right wing coalition of wealthy industrialists, army officers 
and landowners.

Von Schleicher chose a politician called General Franz von Papen to lead his new coalition, 
von Papen was also a close friend of Hindenburg. 

Von Schleicher  persuaded Hindenburg that his new coalition would have the strength to 
lead Germany if the Nazi party could be persuaded to join them. Hitler agreed on the 
condition that the ban on his SS and SA was lifted. 

Hindenburg agreed and the von Papen was made the new chancellor. Hitler was now part 
of the government for the first time. 



July 1932 – REICHSTAG ELECTIONS
In July there were elections for the Reichstag. This led to huge problems as the different 
political parties violently campaigned for the vote.

Clashed between the Communists and the Nazis killed over 100 people, and injured a 
further 7,000. 

When the results were announced, the Nazis had won 230 seats, increasing their share 
from 18% to 38%. They were now the largest party in the Reichstag. 

Hitler demanded that as the leader of the largest party he should be made Chancellor, but 
Hindenburg hated Hitler and refused.



November 1932
Von Papen was struggling to hold on to his office as Chancellor. The success of 
the Nazis meant that he was no longer the leader of the biggest party in the 
Reichstag.

To correct this, he held new Reichstag elections, only four months after the 
previous ones. The Nazis did lose seats this time, down from 230 to 196, but 
they were still the largest party. Von Papen’s gamble had failed. 

Von Schleicher now abandoned von Papen, telling Hindenburg that he had to 
go. Reluctantly, Hindenburg told his friend to resign. 



December 1932
After von Papen’s departure, Hindenburg still refused to make 
Hitler the Chancellor. 

Von Schleicher told him that the last elections showed that Hitler’s 
support was fading. He said the Nazis was “no longer a problem, his 
movement is a thing of the past”. 

Hindenburg needed to make someone the Chancellor though, and 
finally, in desperation, made von Schleicher the new Chancellor on 
2 December 1932.



January 1933
Von Schleicher had no real political support. He had no majority in the 
Reichstag and no support from the public. He was unable to lead. 

Seeing this, he demanded that Hindenburg end the Reichstag and make him 
the head of a new military dictatorship, he said that he had the support of 
the army. Hindenburg refused, but knew that von Schleicher could mobilise 
the army to overthrow him at any moment.

Von Papen gave Hindenburg another option, make Hitler the Chancellor and 
make von Papen the Vice Chancellor. He said that he could control Hitler 
who was “in his pocket”. He told Hindenburg that together they would be 
able to run the government and use Hitler as a puppet. Hindenburg agreed 
and made Hitler the Chancellor on 30th January 1933. 



Adolf Hitler

Leader of the  
Nationalist Socialist 
German Worker’s 

Party – The 
extreme right wing 

Nazi Party

Franz von Papen

A rich but not well 
known politician, he 

was an ex-army 
general and was 

close friends with 
Hindenburg.

Kurt von Schleicher

An army general. 
Although not an 

elected politician he 
was friends with 
Hindenburg and 

often advised him.

Paul von 
Hindenburg

Current President 
of the Weimar 
Republic. WW1 

hero, hated 
Hitler.

Heinrich Bruning

Chancellor of the 
Weimar Republic. 

He was a the 
leader of the 

moderate Centre 
Party.

Ernst Thalmann

Leader of the 
German 

Communist 
Party. The Nazi 

Party’s main 
political enemy.
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Pick out one quote 
from each 

interpretation that 
tells you about why 

Hitler came to power. 

What does each 
interpretation say 
is the main reason 
why Hitler came to 

power?



Pick out one quote 
from each 

interpretation that 
tells you about why 

Hitler came to power. 

What does each 
interpretation say 
is the main reason 
why Hitler came to 

power?

Depression 
helped 

Hitler to 
gain support. 

Von Papen’s 
actions helped 
Hitler to gain 

the 
Chancellorship. 



Study interpretations 1 and 2. They give different views on why 
Hitler came to power.  
What is the main difference between these views? Explain your 
answer, using details from both interpretations (4 marks)

The main difference between the views of interpretation 1 and 2 
is…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

In interpretation 1…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

In interpretation 2… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………



Study interpretations 1 and 2. They give different views on why 
Hitler came to power.  
What is the main difference between these views? Explain your 
answer, using details from both interpretations (4 marks)

The main difference between the views of interpretation 1 and 2 
is…

That interpretation 1 suggests that Hitler came to power due to 
the population’s frustrations during the Great Depression whereas 
interpretation 2 suggests that Hitler came to power due to Von 
Papen’s actions. 

In interpretation 1…

Lee suggests that due to the depression, this caused “the collapse 
of businesses and an increase in employment”. Due to this “a larger 
part of the population showed interest in Hitler’s ideas”. 

In interpretation 2… 

Waugh and Wright suggest that Von Papen thought “he could 
control Hitler” and therefore helped Hitler to become Chancellor.  



Historians research 
about the past using 
different sources 
and then use these 
to make up their 
minds about what 

actually  happened…  

Which Historian 
used which 

different source 
and how do you 

know?
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Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 give different 
views about Hitler’s rise to power. You may use Sources C and D 
to help explain your answer. (4 marks)

Interpretations 1 and 2 give different views about Hitler’s rise to 
power because they have give weight to different sources from the 
past. 

For example, Interpretation 1 supports the ideas in Source ……….......
because……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Evidence in the source that shows this is……………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Interpretation 2 supports the ideas in Source ………...............................
because……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Evidence in the source that shows this is……………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………



Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 give 
different views about Hitler’s rise to power. You may use 
Sources C and D to help explain your answer. (4 marks)

Interpretations 1 and 2 give different views about Hitler’s 
rise to power because they have give weight to different 
sources from the past. For example, Interpretation 1 
supports the ideas in Source C because Lee echoes 
Isherwood’s message that the depression caused people to 
become interested in the Nazi Party. Evidence in the source 
that shows this is that “Berlin was in a state of Civil War” 
and because of this “People said that the Nazis would be in 
power by Christmas”. Interpretation 2 supports the ideas in 
Source D because Waugh and Wright suggest that Von Papen 
assists Hitler in becoming Chancellor. Evidence in the source 
that shows this is that the cartoon shows both Von Papen 
and Hindenberg physically lifting Hitler as he uses their 
heads to balance above them. 
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