
Brain in Gear 

Anglo-Saxons 
Quick 6!

Who was Stigand?

What was the Feudal System?

Why did William introduce the Feudal System? Give 2 reasons.

Why did William let Ealdred crown him?

How did William begin to Normanise the Church?

Explain why William needed to Normanise the Church
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Brain in Gear 

Anglo-Saxons 
Quick 6!

Who was Stigand?
Archbishop of Canterbury

What was the Feudal System?
Replacement of Anglo-Saxon hierarchy and system of power

Why did William introduce the Feudal System? Give 2 reasons.
Increase control, remove power from AS, give more power over land, 
encourage loyalty

Why did William let Ealdred crown him?
wanted them to support his message that he was the legitimate heir of Edward 
the Confessor

How did William begin to Normanise the Church?
Within 50 years most cathedrals and most abbeys had been demolished and rebuilt in Norman style, Installing loyal 
Normans as bishops and archbishops New bishops did homage to the king. 

Explain why William needed to Normanise the Church
Gain increasing control, prevent further rebellions, encourage united message
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Title: How did William change the Anglo-Saxon Church?

Learning Intentions
-Describe the features of the Church that continued from Anglo-Saxon England. 
-Explain how the church changed in Norman England. 
-Assess the consequences of Normanisation. 

Rule of law 
What is the 
role of the 
Church 
today?



Church reforms in Norman England 
were marked by the change in 
religious leader. 

Stigand was an Anglo-Saxon 
churchman in pre-Norman 
Conquest England who became 
Archbishop of Canterbury 1052-
1070.

Lanfranc was appointed 
Archbishop of Canterbury 1070-
1089 and oversaw many reforms 
(Normanisation) of the Anglo-
Saxon Church.

Learning Objectives
-Describe the features of the Church that continued from Anglo-Saxon England. 
-Explain how the church changed in Norman England. 
-Assess the consequences of Normanisation. 



Read through the statements you 
have been given and colour code 
them.

 Anglo-Saxon Church (Stigand)

 Norman Church (Lanfranc)

Once you have done this select 3 
main CHANGES to the Church and 

explain their importance for 
controlling England.

Learning Objectives
-Describe the features of the Church that continued from Anglo-Saxon England. 
-Explain how the church changed in Norman England. 
-Assess the consequences of Normanisation. 



In the Anglo-Saxon Church the 
archbishop could be chosen by 
those with power in society. 
Stigand was chosen by Earl 
Godwin as his ally, which went 
against Edward the Confessors 
wishes.

The Norman Church sought to 
control all bishops. Under 
Lanfranc the Archbishop of 
Canterbury was made the head 
of the Church in England and 
that gave him power to enforce 
discipline. He brought back 
Church councils to help him 
reform the Church.

Lanfranc changed Church ritual 
and brought some legal 
documents over from 
Normandy to develop existing 
laws. 

Stigand was more relaxed in his 
approach to spiritual life. He did 
not promote strict dedication to 
study and prayer.

The Norman Church focused on 
God’s choice of religious 
leaders. Lanfranc believed that 
the appointment of these 
leaders should only be made by 
God.

Stigand’s priests lived as part of 
the community, were allowed 
to get married and have 
families. Lanfranc believed that 
Stigand and Anglo-Saxon Church 
leaders like him were not 
spiritual men at all. 

Lanfranc’s priests lived separate
to society. His councils passed 
laws banning marriage for the 
clergy and making celibacy 
compulsory for priests.

Lanfranc’s monastical 
background saw him revive 
monasteries in England. He 
oversaw the promotion of 
values such as dedication to 
spiritual life, study and prayer.

Norman society saw 
Archdeacons become more 
common. They had more power 
than parish priests and enforced 
Church discipline. They helped 
the Church control their parish 
priests.

Stigand’s Church had influence 
over law making but utilised old 
Anglo-Saxon customs to do this.

Anglo-Saxon cathedrals were in 
rural locations, so they did not 
often interfere with daily life.

Stigand’s church allowed 
bishops and priests to be tried
in hundred courts. They lived 
amongst society and were 
judged as such.

Norman cathedrals were built in 
strategically important market 
towns e.g. Sherborne cathedral 
moved to Salisbury. This meant 
bishops controlled a more 
secure location with an 
overview of the area.

A church council passed 
Lanfranc’s reforms that court 
cases involving the clergy 
(priests and other ministers) 
should be hear only in special 
Church-only bishops courts. 
Trial by ordeal came under the 
Church’s control as it involved 
God’s judgement.

Anglo-Saxon parish priests had 
more freedom and there were 
few archdeacons controlling 
their actions.

Stigand was Archbishop of 
Canterbury but did not control 
other archbishops or bishops 
outside his area. This meant the 
Anglo-Saxon Church lacked 
discipline in places.

Stigand was a pluralist. This 
meant he was a bishop for two 
different areas: Canterbury and 
Winchester. This was done 
because each diocese 
controlled meant more money 
and land for the archbishop.

Lanfranc condemned the 
practice of simony: taking 
money in exchange for granting 
Church jobs to others.

Under Lanfranc pluralism was 
banned because Lanfranc did 
not agree with gaining money 
and land for a religious duty. 

Key
 Anglo-Saxon Church 

(Stigand)

 Norman Church (Lanfranc)



In the Anglo-Saxon Church the 
archbishop could be chosen by 
those with power in society. 
Stigand was chosen by Earl 
Godwin as his ally, which went 
against Edward the Confessors 
wishes.

The Norman Church sought to 
control all bishops. Under 
Lanfranc the Archbishop of 
Canterbury was made the head 
of the Church in England and 
that gave him power to enforce 
discipline. He brought back 
Church councils to help him 
reform the Church.

Lanfranc changed Church ritual 
and brought some legal 
documents over from 
Normandy to develop existing 
laws. 

Stigand was more relaxed in his 
approach to spiritual life. He did 
not promote strict dedication to 
study and prayer.

The Norman Church focused on 
God’s choice of religious 
leaders. Lanfranc believed that 
the appointment of these 
leaders should only be made by 
God.

Stigand’s priests lived as part of 
the community, were allowed 
to get married and have 
families. Lanfranc believed that 
Stigand and Anglo-Saxon Church 
leaders like him were not 
spiritual men at all. 

Lanfranc’s priests lived separate
to society. His councils passed 
laws banning marriage for the 
clergy and making celibacy 
compulsory for priests.

Lanfranc’s monastical 
background saw him revive 
monasteries in England. He 
oversaw the promotion of 
values such as dedication to 
spiritual life, study and prayer.

Norman society saw 
Archdeacons become more 
common. They had more power 
than parish priests and enforced 
Church discipline. They helped 
the Church control their parish 
priests.

Stigand’s Church had influence 
over law making but utilised old 
Anglo-Saxon customs to do this.

Anglo-Saxon cathedrals were in 
rural locations, so they did not 
often interfere with daily life.

Stigand’s church allowed 
bishops and priests to be tried
in hundred courts. They lived 
amongst society and were 
judged as such.

Norman cathedrals were built in 
strategically important market 
towns e.g. Sherborne cathedral 
moved to Salisbury. This meant 
bishops controlled a more 
secure location with an 
overview of the area.

A church council passed 
Lanfranc’s reforms that court 
cases involving the clergy 
(priests and other ministers) 
should be hear only in special 
Church-only bishops courts. 
Trial by ordeal came under the 
Church’s control as it involved 
God’s judgement.

Anglo-Saxon parish priests had 
more freedom and there were 
few archdeacons controlling 
their actions.

Stigand was Archbishop of 
Canterbury but did not control 
other archbishops or bishops 
outside his area. This meant the 
Anglo-Saxon Church lacked 
discipline in places.

Stigand was a pluralist. This 
meant he was a bishop for two 
different areas: Canterbury and 
Winchester. This was done 
because each diocese 
controlled meant more money 
and land for the archbishop.

Lanfranc condemned the 
practice of simony: taking 
money in exchange for granting 
Church jobs to others.

Under Lanfranc pluralism was 
banned because Lanfranc did 
not agree with gaining money 
and land for a religious duty. 

Key
 Anglo-Saxon Church 

(Stigand)

 Norman Church (Lanfranc)



Learning Objectives
-Describe the features of the Church that continued from Anglo-Saxon England. 
-Explain how the church changed in Norman England. 
-Assess the consequences of Normanisation. 

Quick quiz

1. What was the name of the new Norman Archbishop of Canterbury?

2. What was the term for the practice of being archbishop or more than one 
location?

3. What was the term the practice of taking money in exchange for granting Church 
jobs to others?

4. Which Archbishop believed all leaders should be chosen by God?

5. Which Archbishop had more control over the bishops in the Church?



Learning Objectives
-Describe the features of the Church that continued from Anglo-Saxon England. 
-Explain how the church changed in Norman England. 
-Assess the consequences of Normanisation. 

Quick quiz

1. What was the name of the new Norman Archbishop of Canterbury? Lanfranc 

2. What was the term for the practice of being archbishop or more than one 
location? Pluralist/pluralism

3. What was the term the practice of taking money in exchange for granting Church 
jobs to others?  simony

4. Which Archbishop believed all leaders should be chosen by God? Lanfranc

5. Which Archbishop had more control over the bishops in the Church? Lanfranc



Exam style question, section B
‘The main consequence of the 
Normanisation of England was 
that the king became more 
powerful’.  How far do you agree? 
Explain your answer.
You may use the following in your 
answer:
• The feudal system
• Archbishop Lanfranc

You must also use information of 
your own. 16 marks

Exam tip
Answers that do not go beyond the 
stimulus bullet points cannot 
access the highest marks.

P- I somewhat agree with the statement that the main 
consequence of the Normanisation of England was 
that the king became more powerful because of the 
introduction of the Feudal System.
Ev- I know that in the new feudal system, to encourage 
loyalty, people were made to perform a ceremony of 
homage.
Ex- This was important because it proved to William 
that Anglo-Saxons still in England were loyal to him and 
therefore gave him control. GRADE 4/5
Ev- In addition, the feudal system introduced reliefs, 
where people inheriting land had to pay taxes to get 
their land back.
Ex- This resulted in FURTHER LOYALTY, BECAUSE 
RELIEFS WOULD BE REDUCED FOR LOYAL FOLLOWERS, 
FURTHER GIVING William power in England.



Exam style question, section B
‘The main consequence of the 
Normanisation of England was 
that the king became more 
powerful’.  How far do you agree? 
Explain your answer.
You may use the following in your 
answer:
• The feudal system
• Archbishop Lanfranc

You must also use information of 
your own. 16 marks

Exam tip
Answers that do not go beyond the 
stimulus bullet points cannot 
access the highest marks.

P- I somewhat agree with the statement that the 
main consequence of the Normanisation of England 
was that the king became more powerful because 
of the introduction of the Feudal System.
Ev- I know that in the new feudal system, to 
encourage loyalty, people were made to perform a 
ceremony of homage.
Ex- This was important because it proved to William 
that Anglo-Saxons still in England were loyal to him 
and therefore gave him control. GRADE 4/5
Ev- In addition, the feudal system introduced 
reliefs, where people inheriting land had to pay 
taxes to get their land back.
Ex- This resulted in FURTHER LOYALTY, BECAUSE 
RELIEFS WOULD BE REDUCED FOR LOYAL 
FOLLOWERS, FURTHER GIVING William power in 
England.



Exam style question, section B
‘The main consequence of the 
Normanisation of England was 
that the king became more 
powerful’.  How far do you agree? 
Explain your answer.
You may use the following in your 
answer:
• The feudal system
• Archbishop Lanfranc

You must also use information of 
your own. 16 marks

What is good about this answer?

What could this answer do better?

P- I partially agree with the statement that the 
main consequence of the Normanisation of England 
was that the king became more powerful because 
the Church reforms brought in by Archbishop 
Lanfranc brought greater control over the bishops. 

Ev- I know that Archbishop Lanfranc was chosen to 
replace Stigand, whose leadership of the Anglo-
Saxon control led to bishops having greater 
freedom, living amongst society with their families 
and facing punishment in hundreds courts.

Ex- This was important because it reduced the 
authority of the Archbishop as the head of the 
Church and led to issues in bishops leading religious 
lives.

Mark scheme for this question
5-8 marks- Judgement given, some knowledge shown – descriptive.
9-12 marks- Judgement made, good own knowledge shown.



Think of a key word from today’s lesson and try to get 
the highest score. You may use the letters more that 

once.
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