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Norman Government
Having conquered England William 
decided to keep the parts of 
government that worked. He then 
refined these systems so that they 
aided in controlling England, in 
increasing the power of the king and 
in extracting more revenue (money) 
out of the English economy. 

He kept things that he liked e.g. the 
hide system (and the wapentake) for 
working out tax obligations, as well as 
the shires and the hundreds. He also 
kept the Witan, or at least a royal 
council, which he used in 1085 when 
facing a Danish invasion. Normans 
used the system of silver pennies 
from the Anglo-Saxons and kept the 
royal treasury in Winchester, 
although he kept a tighter control on 
who could mint coins.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=txA48AcJNmg


Page 84-5 Text book, make notes on the following:
• William chose to keep A-S systems
• How he increased the power of the king – Witan / centralised power / 

reduced power of the earls / role of regents
• How he got more money from people – hide / silver pennies
• Role of sheriffs including forest laws
• Describe two features of Norman government.

Norman Government



Domesday Book

• When was it made
• Who made it? (asked for it to be made?)
• Why was it made?
• What was it? (Describe the sorts of things included in  it).
• Where was it made?
• What was the impact? (Why was it useful?)
• Describe 2 features of the Domesday Book



Feudal System

• Feudal hierarchy – how did this work? (it might help to draw a diagram)
• Role of tenants-in-chief
• Role of knight service
• Landholding
• Homage
• Labour service
• Forfeiture
• Describe two features of the feudal system



The Church and Lanfranc

• The Church’s social roles(p78)
• Connection to government – advising the king / writs / regent
• Lanfranc’s reform of the church (p80)
• Normanisation of the Church

• Which was the most important change the Normans made to 
England?
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