
Rosenquist

Reflective surfaces 

Reflective surfaces featured heavily in 
Rosenquist’s work. These were mostly objects 
that were there to represent war such as the 
lipsticks  and hairdryers which were to remind 
us of missiles. 

This highly realistic effect is achieved by 
looking very carefully at the different tones 
created by the light reflecting off the shiny 
surfaces and then applying a wide range of 
tints and shades in the correct places.

The use of metaphors in Art
A visual metaphor is an image that the 
viewer is meant to understand as a symbol 
for something else. Visual metaphors can be 
obvious, subtle or funny. They help 
communicate information without words.

The largest of Rosenquist's collage paintings, 
F-111 stretches 86 feet long across 23 canvas 
panels. The painting shows a full-scale, 73 
foot long F-111 fighter plane interrupted by 
different images taken from billboards and 
advertisements of the day printed large and 
in clashing, bright colours. Among the parts 
of advertisements are a tire, a cake, air 
bubbles, spaghetti, a light bulb, and a young 
girl using a hair dryer that resembles a 
missile head. Disturbingly, there is also a 
beach umbrella juxtaposed onto an atomic 
explosion, making reference to a particular 
military saying used at the time: "nuclear 
umbrella." 

Rosenquist’s work was based on 
social, economic, political, 
environmental, and scientific issues. 
What is going on in the world around 
you? Which issues are most important 
to you? Think about what images you 
could use to represent them.

Juxtaposition

Juxtaposition is an instance of placing two 
elements close together or side by side. 
This is often done in order to 
compare/contrast the two, to show 
similarities or differences.

Rosenquist is best known for his large 
paintings of juxtaposed, fragmented 
images borrowed largely from 
advertisements and mass media. Brought 
together and enlarged so as to cover 
entire gallery walls and overwhelm the 
viewer, these seemingly unrelated 
pictures of consumer products, weaponry, 
and celebrities hint at the artist's social, 
political, and cultural concerns.



Slicing and layering images. You 
could also try weaving images 

together   

Rosenquist- Techniques to Develop Ideas   

Expressive mark-
making  and use of 

colour

Use Photoshop to…..
• Combine images 
• Try out different compositions 
• Add text/adverts
• Change colours
• Add effects and filters
• Distort images using the liquify tool 

Use of 
silhouettes and 

patterns 



Ways to develop
• Improve or re-do any 

pieces that are not up to 
your current standard

• Further collage 
experiments with 
improved or replaced 
drawings.

• More digital 
experimentation using 
different colours, effects 
and filters on your existing 
collages- Use Pixlr on your 
phone.

• Add a final painting



Improve the quality of your 
drawings. Ensure that you 
have used materials skillfully 
and have closely observed 
shape,colours, shadows and 
highlights.



Experiment with different 
collage techniques 



Use these abstract images for inspiration for editing 



How to develop your Identity project

• Improve or re-do any pages in your book that are not in line with your 
current ability

• Scan in your pages and manipulate on Photoshop/Pixlr app. These could 
be mounted, collaged, trapped in wax, cut up and re-arranged, layered 
on top of one another digitally or stitched together 

• Develop a larger scale piece/pieces linked to an artist. This must be 
developed from something in your book and you must have analysed the 
artist that it links to. 



Create a box in the style of Joseph Cornell 
developed from your secret compartment.



Use teabag wax entrapment to develop a bigger piece in the style of Jennifer 
Collier using some of the themes of identity in your book.



Do some separate biro drawings 
and then  a bigger piece of work 
inspired by Andrea Joseph 



Do some more portraits in the style of the artist that you 
looked at. Ideally these should be your own photographs.



Experimental printing project
Drawing 
• 2 small or one big lino cut
• Two and 3 coloured prints
• Printing on different backgrounds-different colours, collage, brusho, blocks of colour
• Combining two designs/creating patterns 
• Including text
• Layering prints 
• Mono printing on your chosen theme 

Themes
• Nature flowers/birds/butterflies
• Fish/under the sea
• Collections
• Food
• Objects
• Portraits 
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