
Shakespeare presents multi-layered characters – a lot of them change and show 
different sides of themselves at different points. 
Explode the characters below, showing different sides of their characters. 
Beware of the exception to this rule!

Romeo Juliet Tybalt Lord Capulet



Things Fall Apart

Scene: Main event:
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Act One
Scene 1 The Montagues & Capulets fight. Romeo tells Benvolio he is lovesick.

Scene 2 Paris asks Capulet for Juliet’s hand in marriage.  Romeo learns that the Capulets 
are to hold a party.

Scene 3 Lady Capulet tries to convince Juliet she should marry Paris.

Scene 4 Romeo and his friends gate-crash the Capulet party.

Scene 5 Romeo & Juliet meet and fall in love.

Act Two
Scene 1 Romeo leaves Mercutio and Benvolio and climbs the Capulet Orchard.

Scene 2 Juliet appears at her window and talks to Romeo.

Scene 3 Romeo asks Friar Lawrence to marry him and Juliet.
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Scene 4 Romeo tells the Nurse of the wedding plans.

Scene 5 The Nurse tells Juliet of the wedding plans.

Scene 6 Romeo and Juliet are married.

Act 3
Scene 1 Tybalt kills Mercutio.  Romeo kills Tybalt and is banished from Verona.

Scene 2 The Nurse tells Juliet of the terrible events.

Scene 3 Romeo finds out about his banishment.  Friar Lawrenece promises to help.

Scene 4 Capulet tells Paris he can marry Juliet.

Scene 5 Romeo spends the night with Juliet.  Capulet tells Juliet she must marry Paris.

Act 3 is important in the play.  It 
marks a turning point in the 
plot/s and is full of tension.

LO:  Analyse the development of plot.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRHODZaSVpY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRHODZaSVpY


Quotation: What it shows:

Tybalt (Juliet’s cousin):

Romeo, the love I bear thee can afford
No better term than this: thou art a villain.

Boy, this shall not excuse the injuries
That thou hast done me, therefore turn and draw.
Mercutio (Romeo’s friend):

And but one word with one of us? Couple it with something, make it 
a word and a blow.

O calm, dishonorable, vile submission!

I am hurt.
A plague a’ both houses! I am sped.
Benvolio (Romeo’s cousin):

I pray thee, good Mercutio, let’s retire.
The day is hot, the Capels are abroad,
And if we meet we shall not scape a brawl,
For now, these hot days, is the mad blood stirring.

We talk here in the public haunt of men.
Either withdraw unto some private place,
Or reason coldly of your grievances,
Or else depart; here all eyes gaze on us.



Answer the following questions in as much detail as possible. Use quotation to support your points.

1. Who is responsible for the death of Mercutio?  Is it Tybalt or is it Romeo?

2. Why did Romeo refuse to fight Tybalt?  What did he mean when he said:

I do protest I never injured thee,

But love thee better than thou canst devise,

Till thou shalt know the reason of my love,

And so, good Capulet—which name I tender

As dearly as mine own—be satisfied.

3.  How has Romeo’s character changed?



Exam Practice

• How do we approach the R+J essay?
• Timing?
• How many paragraphs?
• AOs?
• Structure of essay?

Exam Question:
Explore how Shakespeare presents violence and 

aggression in this extract and the rest of the play.
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