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Learning Outcomes:

By the end of this lesson you will:

- Describe the Northern Rebellions

- Explain how they affected William.

- Make a judgment about how William was able to beat 
them.

Fundamental British Values: 
Individual Liberty

Today’s Title:

Key Words:

See Vocab Audit for full list of today’s key 
words. 

How did 
William 
control 

England?

Northern Rebellions

Hereward the Wake

This lesson:

Next lesson:

Revolt of Edwin and Morcar

Previous lesson:



The Northern Rebellions

In 1069 a series of bloody rebellions shook Norman 
control in the north of England. 

These were incredibly dangerous for William as the rebels 
had huge support in the local area, support from Edgar 
Aethling, who was backed by the Scottish King Malcolm 
III, and support from King Sweyn of Demark who saw an 
opportunity to gain power and plunder in England.



What caused further rebellions in 1069? 

CHALLENGE: Draw lines between the different causes to show how they link together –
on the line add an explanation

SUPER CHALLENGE: Which cause is most important? Make your decision and give your 
reasons why below.

Task: 

Write this header 
and draw 4 circles. 
Read the section 
on ‘causes’ and in 
your own words 

add each cause to 
a circle. 



What happened? The events of 1069

As we read through the information about the 
rebellions of 1069 highlight any:

• Dates
• Key words
• Names
• Places 



Jan 1069 – William’s 
friend Robert Cumin 
made the new Earl of 
Northumbria. He is 
Norman. He arrives in 
Northumbria with his 
soldiers, they burn, loot 
and pillage villages as 
they arrive. 

The First Northern Rebellion of 1069 The Second Northern Rebellion of 1069

The Third Northern Rebellion of 1069

Use the information sheet to 
create a story board. Do the 

writing first. Add crucial 
information only – it does 

not have to be in full 
sentences & should be in 

your own words – not 
copied!

For each of the 12 events 
draw pictures to show what is 

going on – use symbols! 

No more than 1 minute each 
box!



TASK 1: 

How did William deal with the 
rebellions of 1069?

Explain in a short paragraph how William 
dealt with the rebellions of 1069. 

Consider the following in your paragraph:

What methods did he use against the Anglo 
Saxons? 

What methods did he use against the 
Danes? 

Why were his methods effective?

TASK 2:

Who was a bigger threat to William? 
The Anglo Saxons or the Danes?

Make a table like the one below and add 
evidence to each column. 

Write a conclusion, giving your decision, 
reasons for it and reasons why your choice 
is stronger than the other side. 

Anglo-Saxons were 
biggest threat in 1069

Danes were biggest 
threat

-Involved in all the 
rebellions in 1069


