
Do
 N

ow

1. We find out that Queenie is pregnant.
2. Michael packs his suitcase and leaves Queenie.
3. Hortense has ambitions of being a teacher in 

England.
4. Hortense is worried that Gilbert will be attracted to 

other women and will forget her.

England 1948

1. What do we find out about Queenie at the end of 
Act 1?

2. What happens to Michael at the end of Act 1?
3. Who has ambitions of being a teacher “greeted 

with manners and respect”?
4. Why is Hortense worried when Gilbert leaves for 

England?
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We are going to read to the beginning of Act Two

In ‘Small Island’…

• Six months have passed between the end of Act One and Act Two.

Queenie is pregnant.  She is 
renting rooms to cover her 
rent.

• Time can pass for the characters in between acts.  

Gilbert is renting a single room in 
Queenie’s house.  He works late 
sorting mail for the Post Office.  He 
oversleeps and misses Hortense’s 
arrival. 

Bernard is still missing.Hortense has just arrived in London.   
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We are going to read to the beginning of Act Two

“A grey, starkly 
realistic world”.

• Different acts show changes in situations, characters, and atmosphere.

“We hear a rat 
running over the roof”

The setting and atmosphere in 
Act Two is different to Act One.

Gilbert is living in a small room at 
the top of Queenie’s house.

The stage directions on page 79 
reveal that the world feels grey 
and depressing.

Gilbert’s room is dilapidated 
and claustrophobic.

Hortense stares at it “in shocked 
silence”. 
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Let’s Read.  

Read Act Two Scene One (p.79)

Ten pages (around 15 mins)
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Discuss the answers to these questions:

1. Where is Gilbert living and what is his room like? (79)

2. How do we know Hortense is unimpressed with her 
new life? (85)

3. What do the bed and the chair reveal about Gilbert 
and Hortense? (86)

4. “There are children” is a euphemism.  What do 
people really mean? (88)

A phrase that hides another meaning is called a 
euphemism.
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Hortense sent away from mother.

Hortense betrays Michael.

• adventurous and fun-loving

“Little girls do not climb 
trees”.

“When you take things 
away from their mothers 
they die”.

Keeping track of 
characters is very 
important.

When we finish the 
story, we will be looking 
back at how 
characters have 
changed.

So, we need to note 
down details and 
quotations as we read.

You don’t need to write 
in full sentences.

You should discuss and 
share ideas with others.
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Think about everything we have read so far.

Discuss the following with a partner:

1. One to three different things do we learn about Queenie
2. One to three different things do we learn about Hortense 
3. One to three different things we learn about Gilbert

Let’s add details to our ‘Character Trackers’.
What should we add?
 1-2 things a character does and says.

 1-2 words to describe a character’s behaviour.

 1-2 words to describe a character’s feelings.

 A character’s motivation in the scene.

 2-3 quotations spoken by or about a character.
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Now, let’s write.

In what ways have the situation and characters changed between Act 
One and Two?

Mastery Check 1 Mastery Check 2 Mastery Check 3
I have written about Act Two 

Scene One.
I have included two to three 
quotations from the text.

I have written about a stage 
direction.
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What is a euphemism?

a)A stage direction that reveals the atmosphere.
b)Any phrase that hides another meaning.
c)Any word that is used to insult someone.
d)A term used to describe a change in situation.

What is a euphemism?

a)A stage direction that reveals the atmosphere.
b)Any phrase that hides another meaning.
c)Any word that is used to insult someone.
d)A term used to describe a change in situation.
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