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In this lesson students will be mastering the following:

Mastery content:

• The end of an act is more significant than other moments in a play.  
• Characters do not always mean what they say.
• Actions often reveal more than words.
• Different places can be shown on stage at the same time.

Objective:
Read Act One Scene Four to Eight.
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1. Hortense is “scared they have been left behind” at  
the end of Act 1.

2. Hortense marries Gilbert.
3. Michael is reunited with Queenie at the house in 

Earl’s court.
4. Queenie discovers that she is pregnant.

Reflecting on Act One

1. Which character is “scared they have been left 
behind” at  the end of Act 1?

2. Who does Hortense marry?
3. Who is reunited with Queenie at the house in Earl’s 

court?
4. What does Queenie discover at the end of Act 1?
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Different places can be shown on stage at the same time 

The end of an act is more significant than other moments in a play.  

Discuss the answer 
to these questions:
1. What is 

Hortense’s last 
line in the Act?

2. What does it 
reveal about 
her?

Staging the Play
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Discuss: What different emotions might Queenie 
be feeling at the end of Act One?

Queenie

The end of a scene always reveals something about a character.
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Keeping track of 
characters is very 
important.

When we finish the 
story, we will be looking 
back at how 
characters have 
changed.

So, we need to note 
down details and 
quotations as we read.

You don’t need to write 
in full sentences.

You should discuss and 
share ideas with others.

• Queenie is kind and generous- “ It’s just for a few months. They’ll 
give it back…” 

• Queenie feels trapped in her marriage. Not a passionate 
relationship.

• “It’s not what I imagined for myself”
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Think about everything we have read so far.

Discuss the following with a partner:

1. One to three different things do we learn about Queenie
2. One to three different things do we learn about Hortense 
3. One to three different things we learn about Gilbert

Let’s add details to our ‘Character Trackers’.
What should we add?
 1-2 things a character does and says.

 1-2 words to describe a character’s behaviour.

 1-2 words to describe a character’s feelings.

 A character’s motivation in the scene.

 2-3 quotations spoken by or about a character.
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Now, let’s write.

How does Levy present the characters’ feelings at the end of Act One?

Mastery Check 1 Mastery Check 2 Mastery Check 3
I have written about Act One 

Scene Eight.
I have included two to three 
quotations from the text.

I have written about a 
character’s actions.
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Which characters are anxious and worried at the 
end of Act 1?

a)Queenie
b)Gilbert
c)Hortense
d)Michael

Which characters are anxious and worried at the 
end of Act 1?

a)Queenie
b)Gilbert
c)Hortense
d)Michael
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