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In this lesson students will be mastering the following:

Mastery content:

• Characters do not always mean what they say.
• Actions often reveal more than words.

Objective:
Read Act One Scene Four to Eight.
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1. A tableau is the dramatic term used when actors freeze 
on stage and hold their positions at an important 
moment. 

2. Arthur is shot and dies at the end of Act One Scene Two.
3. Gilbert argues with the white American Gis because they 

racially abuse him.
4. Elwood criticises Gilbert for joining a ‘white man’s war’.

The Windrush

1. What is a tableau?
2. What happens to Arthur at the end of Act One 

Scene Two?
3. Why does Gilbert argue with the white American 

GIs?
4. Why does Elwood disapprove of Gilbert’s decision 

to join the RAF?
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We are going to read to the end of Act One

In ‘Small Island’…

• Scene Four moves the story forward three years.
• The War is now over.

Queenie is living in London.  

Remember:
• A change in scene shows a change in place or a change in time. 

Gilbert has gone back to Jamaica.
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Let’s Read.  

Read Act One Scene Four to Eight (p. 61-78)

Eighteen pages (around 35 minutes)
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Discuss the answers to these questions:

1. What has happened to Bernard and Queenie? (66)

2. What do we learn about Hortense in Act 1.6? (70)

3. What does “electrifying proximity” mean? Why 
“electrifying” not “loving”? (72-73)

4. What do the monologues reveal about Queenie, 
Gilbert and Hortense? (75-76)

5. What do we learn about Hortense and Queenie at 
the end of the Act? (77-78)

Characters do not always mean what they say.

Actions can often reveal more than words.
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Which of these statements are true?

“Scared they have been left behind” describes which 
character at the end of Act 1?

a)Queenie
b)Gilbert
c)Hortense
d)Michael

Which of these statements are true?

“Scared they have been left behind” describes which 
character at the end of Act 1?

a)Queenie
b)Gilbert
c)Hortense
d)Michael
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