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In this lesson students will be mastering the following:

Mastery content:

• Scenes are how Acts are structured.  
• A change in scene shows a change in place or a change in time.  
• The end of a scene always reveals something about a character.
• The story takes place before, during and immediately after the Second World War.
• German planes bombed English cities – especially London.  This was known as the Blitz.  Many 

Londoners were killed or lost their homes in the bombing .

Objective:
Read Act One Scene Two.
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1. Hortense reveals that Michael and Mrs Ryder are together.
2. Michael leaves Jamaica to join the Royal Air Force in England.
3. Hortense is disappointed in Michael because:
• He has acted in an immoral way.
• He has kissed another woman.
• He insults their Christian upbringing.
3. A colony is a country that is ruled by a foreign nation.
4. Jamaica was still a British colony until 1962 which is why Michael can 

join the British Air Force.

Queenie and Bernard

1. How does Hortense betray Michael?
2. Michael leaves Jamaica. Where is he going?
3. Give one to three different reasons why Hortense is 

disappointed in Michael.
4. What is a colony?
5. Why is Michael joining the British RAF when he is 

Jamaican?
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Scenes

• Scenes are how Acts are structured.  

• A change in scene shows a change in place or a change in time. 

In ‘Small Island’…

• Scene Two introduces new characters – Queenie and Bernard.
• In Scene Two, Queenie tells her story just like Hortense did in Scene One.

Scene One is set in Jamaica. Scene Two is set in England.
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The Second World War

• Small Island takes place before, during and immediately after the Second World War.

• German planes bombed English cities – especially London.  This was known as the Blitz.  
Many Londoners were killed or lost their homes in the bombing .

Discuss with a partner

We are already aware of the Second World War in Small Island. How?

Discuss with a partner

Michael has joined the RAF and is on his way to England to fly against the Germans.

In our reading today, we will:

• experience a bombing raid.
• see characters helping bombed-out families.
• meet some soldiers.  
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Queenie
In ‘Small Island’…

• Queenie is an English woman.
• She grew up on a farm in the north of 

England.
• She moves to London to work for her 

glamorous aunt.
• Queenie is independent, brave and 

kind.
• Her ambition is to feel romance. 
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Bernard
In ‘Small Island’…

• Bernard is an English man.
• Bernard is quiet, nervous and old-

fashioned.
• His ambition is to impress Queenie.

• Bernard lives in London with 
his father, Arthur.

• Arthur fought in the First World 
War and has been 
traumatised.

BernardArthur
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Let’s Read.  

Act One Scene Two (p. 28 – 46) 

Eighteen Pages (around 35 minutes)

Bernard

BernardQueenie Arthur
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Discuss the answers to these questions:

1. What does Queenie tell the audience? (p. 29)

2. How does Queenie feel about Bernard? (p. 38-
39)

3. What impact does the war have on the 
characters? (p. 44)

4. What does the air-raid reveal about Queenie 
and Bernard? (p.42)

5. What does the end of the scene reveal about 
Queenie? (p. 46)

The end of a scene always reveals something 
about a character.
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Keeping track of 
characters is very 
important.

When we finish the 
story, we will be looking 
back at how 
characters have 
changed.

So, we need to note 
down details and 
quotations as we read.

You don’t need to write 
in full sentences.

You should discuss and 
share ideas with others.

• Queenie is kind and generous- “ It’s just for a few months. They’ll 
give it back…” 

• Queenie feels trapped in her marriage. Not a passionate 
relationship.

• “It’s not what I imagined for myself”
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Think about everything we have read so far.

Discuss the following with a partner:

1. One to three different things do we learn about Queenie
2. One to three different things do we learn about Hortense 
3. One to three different things we learn about Gilbert

Let’s add details to our ‘Character Trackers’.
What should we add?
 1-2 things a character does and says.

 1-2 words to describe a character’s behaviour.

 1-2 words to describe a character’s feelings.

 A character’s motivation in the scene.

 2-3 quotations spoken by or about a character.
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• She has nothing in common with her husband Bernard- “ married to 
a fell I’ve as much in common with as a creature from another 
planet.”

• Queenie is kind and generous- “ It’s just for a few months. They’ll give 
it back…” 

• Queenie feels trapped in her marriage. Not a passionate 
relationship.

• “It’s not what I imagined for myself”
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Discuss: Why does Queenie marry Bernard? (p. 38)
Do you think she makes a mistake? Why?

Bernard

BernardQueenie
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Which of these statements are true?

What does the end of the scene reveal about Queenie?
a)She realises that she hates Bernard.
b)She has never seen a Black man before.
c)She regrets offering rooms to the pilots.
d)She is a passionate person.

Which of these statements are true?

What does the end of the scene reveal about Queenie?
a)She realises that she hates Bernard.
b)She has never seen a Black man before.
c)She regrets offering rooms to the pilots.
d)She is a passionate person.
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