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In this lesson students will be mastering the following:

Mastery content:

• There are four main characters in the play, and four secondary characters.

Objective:
Explain what we learn about Hortense and Michael.
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1. Hortense talks to the audience.
2. Michael kisses Mrs Ryder in Act One Scene One.
3. Andrea Levy wrote the story of Small Island?
4. Jamaica was part of the British Empire.

Britain used slaves to become wealthy.
Jamaicans are descended from a mix of races.
Jamaica is in the Caribbean.
Many Caribbeans are descended from enslaved African people.

Act One – The Characters

1. Which character talks to the audience?
2. Who does Michael kiss in Act One Scene One?
3. Who wrote the story of Small Island?
4. List one to five things you can remember about the Caribbean and 

Britain.
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Let’s Read.  

Read the conclusion of Act One Scene 1.

Four Pages (around 10 minutes)
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Discuss the answers to these questions:

1. What is Michael waiting for at the end of the Scene? (p. 27)
2. How does Hortense react? (p. 27)
3. What does this reveal about Hortense? (p. 27) 

He waits but she says nothing (p. 27)
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Discuss: How do you feel about Hortense and Michael’s behaviour so far?

MichaelHortense
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Hortense sent away from mother.

Hortense betrays Michael.

• adventurous and fun-loving

“Little girls do not climb 
trees”.

“When you take things 
away from their mothers 
they die”.

Keeping track of 
characters is very 
important.

When we finish the 
story, we will be looking 
back at how 
characters have 
changed.

So, we need to note 
down details and 
quotations as we read.

You don’t need to write 
in full sentences.

You should discuss and 
share ideas with others.
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Think about everything we have read so far.

Discuss the following with a partner:

1. One to three different things we learn about Hortense.

Let’s add details to our ‘Character Trackers’.

What should we add?
 1-2 things a character does and says.

 1-2 words to describe a character’s behaviour.

 1-2 words to describe a character’s feelings.

 A character’s motivation in the scene.

 2-3 quotations spoken by or about a character.



M
od

el
lin

g

Hortense sent away from mother.
Hortense betrays Michael because 
he breaks her heart.
• adventurous and fun-loving

“Little girls do not climb 
trees”.
“When you take things away 
from their mothers they die”.

• She stands by her Christian 
morals.
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Now, let’s write.

Use the tracker to write a paragraph answering this question.

How does the audience feel about Hortense at the end of Act One 
Scene One?  How does Levy make us feel this way?

Mastery Check 1 Mastery Check 2 Mastery Check 3
I have written a clear topic 
sentence.

I have described two or three 
things the character does and 
says.

I have written about the effect 
of quotations spoken by or 
about the character.
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Which of these statements are true?

Hortense is disappointed with Michael because…
a)He has acted in an immoral way.
b)He has committed a crime.
c)He is a coward.
d)He insults their Christian upbringing.
e)He has kissed another woman.
f) He is fighting in the war.
g)He upsets Miss Ma

Which of these statements are true?

Hortense is disappointed with Michael because…
a)He has acted in an immoral way.
b)He has committed a crime.
c)He is a coward.
d)He insults their Christian upbringing.
e)He has kissed another woman.
f) He is fighting in the war.
g)He upsets Miss Ma
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