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In this lesson students will be mastering the following:

Mastery content:

• Acts are how plays are structured.  

• Characters can talk to the audience to reveal their thoughts, feelings, and memories.

• Different actors can play younger versions of the characters.

• A character’s speech, actions and stage-directions give us clues about where and when the scene is set.

• Characters sometimes watch or act out memories from their own lives in a scene. 

• A colony is a place that is ruled by a more foreign nation.

• Jamaica is an island in the Caribbean.  Jamaica was a British colony for hundreds of years.

• Britain enslaved Africans to work in the Caribbean.  This made the British Empire wealthy.

• Jamaicans are descended from native Caribbeans, European settlers and enslaved African who were captured and taken to the Caribbean by the British between 1655 and 1838.  

• Enslaved people became “freedmen” in 1838 but Jamaica was still ruled by Britain until 1962.

• Kingston is the capital of Jamaica.

Objective:
Write the middle of a story to connect the beginning and end.
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1. The story of ‘Small Island’ takes place in the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s.
2. Andrea Levy wrote ‘Small Island’.
3. Helen Edmundson adapted the book into a playscript.
4. The Empire Windrush was a ship.  It arrived in Britain in 1948.  It caried 1000 

Caribbean people looking for opportunities in Britain after the Second World 
War.

Act One – The Hurricane - Jamaica

1. In what decades does the story of ‘Small Island’ take place?
2. Who wrote ‘Small Island’?
3. Who adapted the book into a playscript?
4. What was the Empire Windrush?
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The play opens in Jamaica.

Let’s learn about Jamaica.

Read the worksheet ‘The Caribbean and Britain: A History of Slavery’.

Discuss the answers to the following:

True of False…

1. The Caribbean is in Jamaica.
2. Jamaica was part of the British Empire.
3. Jamaica is part of the British Empire.
4. Britain used slaves to become wealthy.
5. Jamaicans are descended from a mix of 

races.

Discuss the answers to the following:

True of False…

1. Jamaica is in the Caribbean.
2. Jamaica was part of the British Empire.
3. Jamaica was part of the Empire, but is not 

today.
4. Britain used slaves to become wealthy.
5. Jamaicans are descended from a mix of 

races.
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Hortense and Michael

In ‘Small Island’…

• Scene One introduces Hortense and Michael.
• In Scene One, Hortense is telling the story.  She talks to the audience.

Hortense MichaelScene One is set in Jamaica. 
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Hortense
In ‘Small Island’…

• Hortense is a Jamaican woman.
• As a child she is given away by her 

mother in the hope that she has a 
better life.

• She is clever and proud.
• She likes to behave in a ‘proper’ 

manner.
• Hortense and Michael are friends.
• Her ambition is to become a teacher.
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Michael
In ‘Small Island’…

• Michael’s family adopts Hortense.
• Michael is a mischievous boy.
• He is sent to boarding school.
• Michael grows up to be a charming 

and handsome young man.
• His ambition is to feel free.
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Reading a play script

• Plays are structured using different acts.

• Hortense’s speech, actions and stage-
directions give us clues about where and 
when the action is set.

• Hortense talks to the audience to reveal 
their thoughts, feelings, and memories.

• Characters sometimes watch or act out 
memories from their own lives in a scene.

• Different actors can play younger versions 
of the characters.
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Let’s Read.  

Read page 9 – 25.  Stop at the line “I know where Mrs Ryder is!”

Fourteen Pages (around 25 minutes)

Discuss the answers to these questions:

1. Which character talks to the audience? (p.9)
4. What do we learn about Hortense and Michael’s childhood? (p.11-19)
5. How does Hortense feel about Michael? (p.19)
6. Why does Hortense feel betrayed? (p.19-23)
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Discuss: Why do the audience care about Hortense’s story?

Think about:
• What happens to Hortense and what she does.
• Hortense’s relationship to the other characters.
• The way the play is written.
• The hurricane.
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Which of these statements are true?

a) Jamaica is a place in Great Britain.
b) Many Caribbeans are descended from enslaved African 

people.
c) Britain has ruled Jamaica from 1962-2020.
d) Jamaica is in the Caribbean.

Which of these statements are true?

a) Jamaica is a place in Great Britain.
b) Many Caribbeans are descended from enslaved African 

people.
c) Britain has ruled Jamaica from 1962-2020.
d) Jamaica is in the Caribbean.
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