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In this lesson students will be mastering the following:

Mastery content:

• Comment on the author’s deliberate use of acts and scenes.

Objective:
Compare and contrast the effect of different scenes.
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1. Hortense is clever, proud and ambitious.
2. Hortense betrays Michael in Jamaica.
3. Hortense betrays Michael because she cannot 

forgive him for kissing Mrs Ryder.
4. Hortense’s ambition is to be a teacher in England.

Responding to the Whole Play

1. List three adjectives to describe Hortense.
2. Who does Hortense betray in Jamaica?
3. Why does Hortense betray that person?
4. What is Hortense’s ambition?
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Today, we will think about how a character changes across 
the whole text

We are going to focus on Hortense.

Hortense changes as the play progresses.

You will need these worksheets in your 
Student Booklet:

• Character Trackers (p.29)
• Small Island Plot Summary (p.22)
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Discuss: How do you feel about the character of Hortense?

Leah Harvey played Hortense in the 2019 
National Theatre production of ‘Small Island'.

“I’ve always wanted Hortense and Queenie 
to have a cup of tea together and chat, 
because they have so much in common. 

They both get married to men they don’t 
know or get along with that well. 

They marry to escape the situation they’re in.  
But I think in both marriages they have the 
power.”

Leah Harvey
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Discuss: How does Hortense change throughout the play?
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Hortense

These quotations are:

• spoken by Hortense
• spoken to Hortense
• spoken about Hortense

Discuss: How do these quotations show 
changes in her character?

“Little girls don’t climb trees”.

Michael

Spitfire Woman

You’ll make a good lawyer

Don’t leave me

Disgusting

Links arms with Gilbert

The Baby
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Discuss: How does Levy show us this change?

 Things the character does and says.
 Things that the character says when 

talking to the audience.
 The character’s behaviour in different 

scenes.
 The end of scenes and acts.
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Now, let’s write.

How does Levy show at least one change in the character of Hortense 
between the beginning of the play and the end?

Mastery Check 1 Mastery Check 2 Mastery Check 3
I have written about things the 
character does and says.

I have written about two to 
three “single-word” quotations 
from the text.

I have written about a scene in 
Act One, and a Scene in Act 
Two.
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Which of these events show us that Hortense has 
changed by the end of the play?

a)Hortense tells Gilbert they shouldn’t adopt Queenie’s baby.
b)Hortense tells Gilbert she is proud of him and that he will be 

an excellent lawyer.
c)Hortense continues to be disappointed in Gilbert.
d)Hortense shows love and emotion towards Gilbert by kissing 

him passionately.
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