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In this lesson students will be mastering the following:

Mastery content:

• The Empire Windrush was a steam ship.  It set sail from Jamaica and arrived in Britain in 1948.  
It caried 1000 Caribbean people looking for opportunities in Britain.  

• British Caribbeans who came to Britain after the Second World War are often called the 
Windrush Generation.

Objective:
Compare aspects of the play with historical accounts of Windrush passengers.



Do
 N

ow

1. The story of ‘Small Island’ takes place in the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s.
2. Andrea Levy wrote ‘Small Island’.
3. Helen Edmundson adapted the book into a playscript.
4. The Empire Windrush was a ship.  It arrived in Britain in 1948.  It caried 1000 

Caribbean people looking for opportunities in Britain after the Second World 
War.

The Legacy of Windrush

1. In what decades does the story of ‘Small Island’ take place?
2. Who wrote ‘Small Island’?
3. Who adapted the book into a playscript?
4. What was the Empire Windrush?
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We are going to meet 
two women who 
moved to England 
from the Caribbean 
after the Second 
World War.

Now we have read ‘Small Island’, let’s compare Hortense and 
Gilbert’s story to other stories from the Windrush generation.

Verona Pettigrew Floella Benjamin
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Now we have read ‘Small Island’, let’s compare Hortense and Gilbert’s 
story to other stories from the Windrush generation.

Read:

1. ‘We Jamaicans in 1950s England’ from the Daybook of Mrs 
Pettigrew (around 5 mins)

2. Floella Benjamin on coming to England (around 10 mins)
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Complete the worksheet – The Legacy of Windrush
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Discuss: How accurate was the story of Small Island?

1. Did any of the people in today’s reading remind you of characters 
from the play? 

2. Did any details from today’s reading remind you of moments from 
the play?
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What does Andrea Levy think about the Windrush Legacy?

Read ‘Andrea Levy – An Interview with The British Library’

Discuss the following with a partner:

1. Which characters in the play are positive role-models?

2. What did you enjoy the most about Small Island?

3. What message did you take from the text?
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Which of these statements are true?

a)‘Small Island’ only takes place before the Second World 
War.

b)Immigrants from The Windrush Generation were always 
treated kindly in Britain after the Second World War.

c)Many immigrants from The Windrush Generation were often 
looked down upon and verbally abused in Britain during the 
1940s-1960s.

d)‘Small Island’ is a story about immigration.

Which of these statements are true?

a)‘Small Island’ only takes place before the Second World 
War.

b)Immigrants from The Windrush Generation were always 
treated kindly in Britain after the Second World War.

c)Many immigrants from The Windrush Generation were often 
looked down upon and verbally abused in Britain during the 
1940s-1960s.

d)‘Small Island’ is a story about immigration.
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