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In this lesson students will be mastering the following:

Mastery content:

• Andrea Levy wrote the novel, ‘Small Island’.  It was published in 2004. 
• Helen Edmundson adapted the novel as a play in 2018.
• The story is based on the real experiences of Andrea Levy’s parents who came to 

England on the Empire Windrush in 1948.
• The story takes place in the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s.
• The Empire Windrush was a steam ship.  It arrived in Britain in 1948.  It caried 1000 

Caribbean people looking for opportunities in Britain.  British Carribeans who came to 
Britain after the Second World War are often called the Windrush Generation.

Objective:
Explain who Andrea Levy is
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Andrea Levy and ‘Small Island’

1. Write down 1-5 differences between a playscript and a novel.

Extension:  Which plays have you studied? Which novels have you 
studied? How are they similar? 
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We are reading a play

Dramatic texts allow authors to bring characters to life in front of an audience.  

Plays are shorter than novels and have their own rules – they are designed to be 
performed on stage.  The rules of drama have been around for thousands of 
years. 

We are going to read a modern play called 
‘Small Island’.

We will learn: 
• How authors structure plays
• How authors create connections
• How actors reveal thoughts, feelings and 

memories
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Small Island

Andrea Levy was a British Caribbean 
writer.  She wrote the story of ‘Small 
Island’.  It was published as a novel in 
2004.
Andrea Levy died in 2019.

Before she died, Levy asked 
Helen Edmundson to adapt 
‘Small Island’ into a play.
Edmundson took Levy’s story 
and turned it into a script.

We are studying the play.
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Andrea Levy and ‘Small Island’

The story of ‘Small Island’ takes place in the 1920s, 
1930s and 1940s.

The characters are fictional, but the story is based 
on the real experiences of Andrea Levy’s parents 
who came to England on the Empire Windrush in 
1948.

The Empire Windrush was a ship.  It arrived in Britain 
in 1948.  It caried 1000 Caribbean people looking 
for opportunities in Britain after the Second World 
War.

British Caribbeans who came to Britain after the 
Second World War are often called the Windrush 
Generation.
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1. What happened on the bus? (l. 1-16)
2. How did the young Andrea Levy feel about it (l. 1-16)
3. What details does Andrea Levy give us about her childhood? (l. 21-25)
4. List 1-6 different things we learn about Andrea Levy’s parents? (l. 26 - 57) 
5. What does Andrea Levy tell us about her Caribbean identity? (l. 58 – 85)
6. Why did Andrea Levy write Small Island? (l. 87 – 102)

Before we start the story of Small Island, let’s learn about Andrea Levy 
and the Windrush generation.

Read ‘Back to My Own Country: An essay by Andrea Levy’ in full.

Discuss the answer to these questions:

1. A Caribbean man is polite and friendly to the white passengers, but they want 
nothing to do with him.

2. How did the young Andrea Levy feel about it (l. 1-16)
3. What details does Andrea Levy give us about her childhood? (l. 21-25)
4. List 1-6 different things we learn about Andrea Levy’s parents? (l. 26 - 57) 
5. What does Andrea Levy tell us about her Caribbean identity? (l. 58 – 85)
6. Why did Andrea Levy write Small Island? (l. 87 – 102)

Discuss the answer to these questions:

1. A Caribbean man is polite and friendly to the white passengers, but they want 
nothing to do with him.

2. Levy is embarrassed by him.  She also feels sorry for him and wants to help the 
other passengers understand that he is a nice man.

3. What details does Andrea Levy give us about her childhood? (l. 21-25)
4. List 1-6 different things we learn about Andrea Levy’s parents? (l. 26 - 57) 
5. What does Andrea Levy tell us about her Caribbean identity? (l. 58 – 85)
6. Why did Andrea Levy write Small Island? (l. 87 – 102)

Discuss the answer to these questions:

1. A Caribbean man is polite and friendly to the white passengers, but they want 
nothing to do with him.

2. Levy is embarrassed by him.  She also feels sorry for him and wants to help the 
other passengers understand that he is a nice man.

3. Levy lived in an ordinary working-class life in a council estate in London.  She had 
a London accent, played with white kids, watched TV and supported Arsenal.

4. List 1-6 different things we learn about Andrea Levy’s parents? (l. 26 - 57) 
5. What does Andrea Levy tell us about her Caribbean identity? (l. 58 – 85)
6. Why did Andrea Levy write Small Island? (l. 87 – 102)

Discuss the answer to these questions:

4. List 1-6 different things we learn about Andrea Levy’s parents? (l. 26 - 57)

• Levy’s parents were immigrants.  They were outsiders in London
• Levy’s father and mother arrived in England in 1948.
• Levy’s father was an accounting clerk in Jamaica.  Her mother was a teacher.
• They were well off in Jamaica and had servants, but were poor in England.
• They lived in one room for many years and were even homeless.
• Winston found work at the Post Office.  Amy was not allowed to teach in England.
• They wanted to fit in when they arrived in Britain.  Levy’s mum wanted Winston to lose his 

Jamaican accent and they did not talk about Jamaica.

Discuss the answer to these questions:

1. A Caribbean man is polite and friendly to the white passengers, but they want 
nothing to do with him.

2. Levy is embarrassed by him.  She also feels sorry for him and wants to help the 
other passengers understand that he is a nice man.

3. Levy lived in an ordinary working-class life in a council estate in London.  She had 
a London accent, played with white kids, watched TV and supported Arsenal.

4. List 1-6 different things we learn about Andrea Levy’s parents? (l. 26 - 57) 
5. Levy tells us that she did not consider herself Caribbean, or Black, until she was 

older.
6. Why did Andrea Levy write Small Island? (l. 87 – 102)

Discuss the answer to these questions:

1. A Caribbean man is polite and friendly to the white passengers, but they want 
nothing to do with him.

2. Levy is embarrassed by him.  She also feels sorry for him and wants to help the 
other passengers understand that he is a nice man.

3. Levy lived in an ordinary working-class life in a council estate in London.  She had 
a London accent, played with white kids, watched TV and supported Arsenal.

4. List 1-6 different things we learn about Andrea Levy’s parents? (l. 26 - 57) 
5. Levy tells us that she did not consider herself Caribbean, or Black, until she was 

older.
6. She wants to understand why shame and denial is part of Black experience.
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What themes and experiences might Small Island explore?
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The story of ‘Small Island’ is based on Andrea 
Levy’s parents’ experience.  When were they 
travelling to London?

a) 1920s
b) 1880s
c) 1940s
d) 2004

The story of ‘Small Island’ is based on Andrea 
Levy’s parents’ experience.  When were they 
travelling to London?

a) 1920s
b) 1880s
c) 1940s
d) 2004
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