
 You need to answer each question. 
Follow on from the sentence 
starters. 

 Anything you research must be put 
into your own words DO NOT COPY 
AND PASTE FROM THE INTERNET!

 Once you have completed all the 
tasks you need to save your work 
with your name 



Learning Focus: To 
explore Christian 
attitudes towards 
the environment

Wednesday, December 2, 
2020



If one man 
survives… 

It could lead to the 
perish of all

However It is better for one 
man to die for the 
people…

Than the whole 
nation perish

“Issues in natural world – Mans dominion over inanimate and other living beings granted 
by the creator is not absolute; it is limited by concern for the quality of life of his 

neighbour, including generations to come. “ – Catechism of Catholic Church.

What relationship is the Catholic Church emphasising humanity has to nature?

John in the Bible teaches: “better for one man to die for the people 
than the whole nation perish” how does this link to the ethical 

theory of Utilitarianism?



Can you apply both John’s teaching of Utilitarianism and the 
Catechism of exploitation to the following issues in the natural 

world?

Annotate around the issues (in green pen) with a solution that 
Christians may undertake to repair the problems the world is facing.

Pollution

Deforestation
Use of 
natural 

Resources

Global 
Warming 



Christian Ideas about The Environment

Grade Learning Outcomes

4 I can describe the Parable of the Talents.
I can give at least ONE reason why Christian would work to conserve the 
environment.

5 I can explain Christian views on the environment using the Parable of the 
Talents.
I can give at least TWO reason why Christians would work to conserve the 
environment.

6-7 I can analyse the impact of the Parable of the Talents on Christian views on
the environment.
I can give at least THREE reason why Christians would work to conserve the 
environment.

8-9 I can EVALUATE the impact of the Parable of the Talents on Christian views 
on the environment, using the word utilitarianism.
I can give at least FOUR reason why Christians would work to conserve the 
environment.



What threats 
does the natural 

world face 
today?

Pollution (can 
you name all 
the different 

types?)

1 threat

2 threats

3 threats

4 threats



So what can we 
do to help?

Use 
alternative 

fuels, instead 
of fossil– such 

as solar

1 solution

2 solutions

3 solutions

4 solutions



THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS SUMMARY OF THE STORY
INSTRUCTION

What is this telling 
Christians?

EXAMPLE
How would this effect a 

Christian’s lifestyle?



What is a talent?

What did the three servants do with their talents?

Which servant was the master upset with?

Why do you think the master was upset with him?

What is the moral of this story?

How does this parable apply to Christians and the environment?

How would this parable affect a Christian’s life?

What do you think utilitarianism means?

Prove it for 
points!

Research the 
parable and 

find the 
information 
that applies 

to each 
question



Christians should look after 
environment but humans are more 
important.

Stewardship means =

Utilitarianism means –

Can you think of any examples?



The Christian Declaration of Nature
Assisi 1986

In 1986, Prince Philip (then president of the 
World Wildlife Fund) invited leaders of 5 world 

religions (Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, 
Islam & Judaism) to meet and discuss how their 

faiths could help save the natural world.

It took place in Assisi, Italy, because that was the 
birth place of Saint Francis (Saint of Ecology).

From this meeting arose key statements from all 
5 faiths about their approach to the care of nature.

Read the Christian declaration and answer the 
questions.



Therefore, in the name of Christ, who will come to judge the living and the dead, Christians must 
reject:
• All forms of human activity; wars, discrimination & destruction of cultures.
• All exploitation of nature.
•
In the name of Christ, who will repay everyone for good works, Christians call upon men & women to 
pursue:
• A relationship between culture & faith
• Dialogue between the goals of scientific research & the consequences on the environment
• The priority of moral values over technological advances
Truth, justice & the peaceful coexistence of all peoples

The Duke of Edinburgh (Prince Philip) stated the following: 
"If your religion tells you that the creation of the world was an act of God, then you ought to look after 
His creation. If we could get the local religious leaders to appreciate their responsibility for the 
environment then they would be able to explain that responsibility to the people of their faith“

Give an example of scientific research which could have negative consequences on the 
environment.
How does this declaration refer to the afterlife?
Why do you think Sikhism wasn't invited to the discussion?
Which of part of the declaration is the most important to a Christian and why?
Do you think religious people should be solely responsible for the natural world?



4 Outline three Christian responses to threats 
to the natural world (3)

5 Explain two different Christian beliefs about 
stewardship (4)

6-7 Explain two practical ways a Christian could 
protect the environment (SOA) (5)

8-9 “Stewardship is more of a Christian 
responsibility” (FAM) (12)





Activity 2
Jot down the answers to these questions

•How would you feel if someone trod on your 
creature?

•How would you feel if someone attacked 
your creature?

•What if someone forgot to feed it?

•What if they hunted it down?

•Does anyone have the right to eat your 
creature?

•What rights does your creature have?



Wednesday, 02 December 2020

4 Must be able to understand how Christians support animal rights.

5 Should be able to understand why Christians support animal rights.

6-7 Could be able to understand why Christians support animal rights, 
using SOA to support your answer.

8-9 Could even be able to evaluate whether animal or human life is more 
valuable to Christians.

To understand the different approaches to animal rights. 



Most Christians do not think that animals have 
the same rights as humans. But that they should 

still be treated as humanely as possible.

Some Christians disagree with ‘blood sports’, 
intensive farming and animal testing for 

cosmetics. But do agree that animals are to be 
used as food and to test the safety of medicines.

Some Christians believe that they are morally 
responsible to protect animals as  they are God’s 
creation, but they cannot speak for themselves.



Sowa Teaching

“God has given us dominion, not 
domination over animals”

“If one of you has a child, or an ox 
that falls in to a well, will you not 
immediately pull it out?”

“The righteous care for the needs 
of their animals”

“Get up Peter. Kill and eat.”

Explain how each sowa links 
to the Christian 

understanding of animals 
rights ! 





What do you think of 
the idea of Animal 

Sunday? This is when 
pets can be blessed in 
Church? How do you 
think other Christians 
may feel about this?
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