
ACT 1 CLOZE PASSAGE 

 

Scene 1: Sampson and Gregory, two ______ of the house of Capulet, stroll 
through the streets of Verona.  Gregory sees two Montague servants 
approaching, and discusses with Sampson the best way to _______ them into a 
fight without breaking the law. Sampson bites his ______ at the Montagues—a 
highly insulting gesture. A verbal confrontation quickly escalates into a 
_______. Benvolio, a kinsman to Montague, draws his ________ but explains 
that he is merely trying to keep the peace. However,  Tybalt professes a hatred 
for ______ as strong as his hatred for Montagues, and attacks. Prince Escalus 
arrives and commands the fighting stop on penalty of __________. The Prince 
declares the violence between the two families has gone on for too long, and 
proclaims a ________________ upon anyone who disturbs the civil peace 
again.  

Benvolio describes to Montague how the brawl started. Lady Montague asks 
whether Benvolio has seen her son, Romeo. Benvolio replies that he earlier saw 
Romeo pacing through a grove of ____________ outside the city; since Romeo 
seemed troubled, Benvolio did not speak to him. Concerned about their son, the 
Montagues tell Benvolio that Romeo has often been seen, walking alone among 
the sycamores. Benvolio sees Romeo approaching, and promises to find out the 
reason for his melancholy.  

 With a touch of sadness, Romeo tells Benvolio that he is in _______ with 
Rosaline, but that she does not return his feelings and has in fact sworn to live a 
life of chastity. Benvolio counsels Romeo to forget her by __________ on other 
beauties, but Romeo contends that the woman he loves is the most beautiful of 
all.  

Fight  Death Sentence  Love  Provoke Torture Thumb 

 Servants  Peace  Gazing Sword Sycamores 

Scene 2: Elsewhere, Capulet talks with Paris, a noble kinsman of the Prince. 
The two discuss Paris’s desire to ______  Capulet’s daughter, Juliet. Capulet is 
overjoyed, but also states that Juliet—not yet ________—is too young to get 
married. He asks Paris to wait _____   years. He assures Paris that he favours 
him as a suitor, and invites Paris to the traditional _____________  feast he is 
holding that very night so that Paris might begin to _____  Juliet and win her 
heart. Capulet dispatches a servant, Peter, to invite a list of people to the feast. 
As Capulet and Paris walk away, Peter laments that he _________ read and will 
therefore have difficulty accomplishing his task. 



Peter sees Romeo and Benvolio and asks Romeo to read the list to him; 
___________  name is one of those on the list. Before departing, Peter invites 
Romeo and Benvolio to the party—assuming, he says, that they are not 
__________. Benvolio tells Romeo that the feast will be the perfect opportunity 
to compare Rosaline with the other beautiful women of Verona. Romeo agrees 
to go with him, but only because Rosaline herself will be there. 

Scene 3: In Capulet’s house, Lady Capulet and the Nurse tell Juliet about Paris.  
Lady Capulet asks Juliet what she thinks about getting ___________. Juliet 
replies that she has not given it any _______. Lady Capulet observes that she 
gave birth to Juliet when she was almost Juliet’s current age. She excitedly 
continues that Juliet must begin to think about marriage because the “_______  
Paris” has expressed an interest in her (1.3.76). Juliet _________ replies that 
she will look upon Paris at the feast to see if she might love him. A servingman 
enters to announce the beginning of the ________. 

Rosaline’s   Valiant Fourteen Woo  Married Marry 

 Masquerade Thought Two  Feast  Dutifully 

Cannot  Thought  Montagues 

Scene 4: Romeo, Benvolio, and their friend Mercutio, all wearing masks, have 
gathered. Still melancholy, states that he will not dance at the feast. Mercutio 
begins to gently mock Romeo, transforming all of Romeo’s statements about 
love into blatantly _______ metaphors. Romeo _______ to engage in this 
banter, explaining that in a _______ he learned that going to the feast was a bad 
idea. Mercutio responds with a long speech about ________________  of the 
fairies, who visits people’s dreams. The speech begins as a flight of fancy, but 
Mercutio becomes almost ____________ by it, and a bitter, fervent strain 
creeps in. Romeo steps in to stop the speech and _______  Mercutio down.  

Benvolio refocuses their attention on actually getting to the feast. Romeo voices 
one last _________: he has a feeling that the night’s activities will set in motion 
the action of ______, resulting in untimely ______. But, he continues with his 
friends toward the feast  

Scene 5: In the great hall of the Capulets, all is a-bustle. Capulet makes his 
rounds through groups of guests, joking with them and encouraging all to 
dance.From across the room, Romeo sees Juliet, and asks a servingman who she 
is. The servingman does not know. Romeo is _________; Rosaline vanishes 
from his mind and he declares that he has never been in love until this moment. 
Moving through the crowd, _______ hears and recognizes Romeo’s voice. 
Realizing that there is a Montague present, Tybalt sends a servant to fetch his 



_________. Capulet overhears Tybalt and ____________ him. Tybalt protests, 
but Capulet scolds him until he agrees to keep the ____________. As Capulet 
moves on, Tybalt vows that he will not let this indignity pass. 

Meanwhile, Romeo has approached Juliet and touched her ________. He tries 
to convince her to _______ him, since it is only through her kiss that he might 
be absolved. Juliet agrees to remain still as Romeo kisses her. Thus, in the terms 
of their conversation, she takes his sin from him. Juliet then makes the logical 
leap that if she has taken Romeo’s sin from him, his _____ must now reside in 
her lips, and so they must kiss again. 

Just as their second kiss ends, the Nurse arrives and tells Juliet that her 
__________ wants to speak with her. Romeo asks the Nurse who Juliet’s 
mother is. The Nurse replies that Lady Capulet is her mother. Romeo is 
_________. Juliet is just as struck with the _____________ man she has kissed 
as Romeo is with her. In order to find out Romeo’s __________ . The Nurse 
goes off and returns with the news that the man’s name is Romeo, and that he is 
a Montague. Overcome with anguish that she loves a Montague, Juliet follows 
her nurse from the hall. 

Concern Devastated  Hand  Tybalt Queen Mab 
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Mother Refuses Identity Transfixed  Peace  Fate 

 Kiss  rapier Entranced  Dream  calms  

 


