
What caused Edwin (Mercia) and Morcar (Northumbria) to revolt in 1068? 

Reasons key: 

• LAND = L 

• PERSONAL = P 

• UNFAIR LEADERSHIP BY WILLIAM & THE NORMANS = X 

William had promised to let Edwin marry his daughter 
and went back on his word. This annoyed Edwin. 

William’s geld tax (tax to the King) annoyed Anglo 
Saxon Earls, especially when William took it back 
to Normandy in spring 1067. The Anglo-Saxon 
earls realised they were paying it and it would not 
benefit them or the people of England.  

When William came back from Normandy in 1067 he 
gave land away to his loyal followers. Anglo-Saxons had 
their land grabbed by Normans.  

William’s half-brother Odo of Bayeux took land 
illegally. 

Castles were a symbol of Norman power and 
dominance. They were hated by Anglo-Saxons as they 
showed the Normans had control.  Homes had to be 
cleared for castles to be built and castellans (governor of 
the castle) called on the people of the area to provide 
things for the castle.  

Powerful Normans such as Odo of Bayeux and 
William FitzOsbern raped Anglo-Saxon women 
without punishment.  

Morcar’s earldom (Northumberland) was also reduced 
in size and some of it given to Copsi an old thegn of 
Tostig’s. This meant loss of power and money for 
Morcar. 

William let Edwin keep his earldom after he 
conquered England, it was Mercia. However he 
made it smaller and much less important. 
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