
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ic1W3eIx3w



Title: What were the conditions 
in the trenches really like? 

Lesson objectives:
Identify what the 
trench conditions 

were like. 
Write a letter 

home explaining 
what the 

conditions in the 
trenches were 

really like. 

GREENS Use evidence from Source A to make an inference. 

Write a letter using key words we have used today to 
EXPLAIN the trench conditions. 

YELLOWS Use evidence from Source A to explain your inference. 

Write a letter using key words we have used today to 
explain the EFFECTS trench conditions have had on you 
as a soldier.  

BLUES Write a PEEK paragraph to explain your inference of 
Source A. 

Write a letter using key words we have used today to 
ASSESS the positive and negative aspects of trench 
conditions and how this would affect you as a solider. 

How has 
warfare 
changed 
today?

Mutual 
respect, 
tolerance



CHALLENGE: Explain what you think would have happened to 
soldiers who suffered from this. Write your answer in a PEEK 

(point, evidence, explanation, key words) paragraph. 

Source A 

Using your knowledge about 
the trenches, what can you 

INFER from Source A? 

Infer – give an 
idea about 
something. 

Use EVIDENCE from the 
source in your answer. 

Use EVIDENCE from the 
source to explain your 
answer. 

Use PEEK (point, evidence, 
explanation, key words) to 
structure your INFERENCE. 



How much progress have you 
made so far?

GREENS Use evidence from Source 
A to make an inference. 

YELLOWS Use evidence from Source
A to explain your inference. 

BLUES Write a PEEK paragraph to 
explain your inference of 
Source A. 



Read through your sources and fill in your tables to 
discover what life in the trenches was really like! 

JUDGE how deadly the condition was 
to World War One soldiers. 

SELECT some evidence from the 
sources to support your description. 

EXPLAIN why the trench conditions 
were like this. 

CHALLENGE: “Poor food was the biggest 
threat to soldiers in the trenches”. Write 
a PEEK paragraph explaining why you agree 

or disagree with this statement. 

Step 6: I can explain causes 
and consequences in the long 

term and short term. 



‘The rain kept on and the water table was 2ft below. Our trenches 
were 7ft deep. We moved very slowly in a pug of yellow watery clay. 
When the evening came, it took about an hour to climb out. Some of 
our chaps slipped in and were drowned. They couldn’t even be seen, 

but were trodden on later.’

Source B: Rifleman Henry Williamson served in the London Rifle 
Brigade and fought in Belgium on the Western Front.

‘On the night of 12 May we arrived in our trenches at about 4 o’clock 
in the morning,. The first shell came across and landed not many 
yards from where I was standing and the whole earth seemed to 

tremble at that moment. Sandbags, rifles and equipment went up 
into the air and a terrific shower of earth came down on top of us. 

After that the bombardment began in real earnest. The whole of the 
front line around the town of Ypres was a series of holes in which 

men crouched, waiting for the end.’

Source C: Trooper Stanley Down served in the North Somerset 
Yeomanry on the Western Front.

‘The water would be teeming with all little black things floating around, 
but we found that if we boiled it we killed this stuff and brew it up for a 
drop of tea. If you smoked you had to be very careful; if Jerry saw any 

smoke he would send a grenade over because he knew there was someone 
there. Then there were the rats of course. I think they lived in corpses, 

because they were huge, they were as big as cats, I am not exaggerating, 
some of them were as big as ordinary cats, horrible great things.’ 

Source D: Fusilier Victor Parker served with the Royal Irish Fusiliers on the 
Western Front. ‘Jerry’ was a nickname for German soldiers. So was 
‘boche’ and ‘hun’.

‘Sitting in the front line on a firing step was very uncomfortable, with 
nothing to do and not much to talk about. It made one sit and think much 

more deeply than one would have done otherwise. I think it made you 
consider life much more seriously, whatever age you were. I was scared stiff 

of being maimed, but didn’t mind dying, because I knew something was 
going to happen afterwards.’

Source E: Private Norman Demuth served in the London Regiment.

Key word box:
Bombardment- a continuous attack with bombs, shells, or other missiles.t
Sandbags- a bag filled with sand, typically used for defensive purposes or for protection 
from flooding.
Ypres- a town in north-western Belgium, near the border with France.
Grenade - small bomb thrown by hand or launched mechanically.

Maimed- wound or injure (someone) so that part of the body is permanently 
damaged.
Earnest - resulting from or showing sincere and intense conviction.
Fusiliers- a member of any of several British regiments formerly armed with fusils.
Yeomanry- Yeomanry is a name used by a number of units or sub-units of the 
British Army Reserve.



Trench boredom! 
Like World War One soldiers, you are going to 

write a letter home to explain what the 
conditions in the trenches were like. 

Use the structure of a letter and key words we have 
used today to explain the EFFECTS trench conditions 

have had on you as a soldier.  

Use the structure of a letter and key words we have 
used today to EXPLAIN the trench conditions. 

Use the structure of a letter and key words we 
have used today to ASSESS the positive and 

negative aspects of trench conditions and how 
this would effect you as a solider. 

CHALLENGE: If soldiers wrote home to 
about their injuries, these letters were 
not allowed to be read by their families. 
Why do you think this is? Explain your 

answer with a PEEK paragraph. 



Reserve Trench 3568
Ypres, Belgium.

Dearest ____ 
How are you? I miss you all terribly. The 
conditions here are rather difficult. For example 
…. This means that … I’m 
feeling/seeing/hearing/smelling…

Another problem is …. This has affected me 
badly because …. I’m 
feeling/seeing/hearing/smelling…

The worst problem however is … This affects us 
the most because … I’m 
feeling/seeing/hearing/smelling…

Things aren’t always that bad though. For 
example …I’m 
feeling/seeing/hearing/smelling…
Yours truly,
x

Extension CHALLENGE:
Imagine you are in the loved 

one who has received the 
letter. Underneath explain 
which details you would be 

happy hear about, and which 
would make you sad.

Use the structure of a 
letter and key words we 

have used today to explain 
the EFFECTS trench 

conditions have had on you 
as a soldier.  

Use the structure of a 
letter and key words we 

have used today to 
EXPLAIN the trench 

conditions. 

Use the structure of a letter 
and key words we have used 

today to ASSESS the positive 
and negative aspects of trench 
conditions and how this would 

effect you as a solider. 

Trench boredom! 



Peer assessment marking key
Where they have mentioned a problem

Where they have explained how the problem effected them  EXPL

Where they have mentioned what they see draw an eye

Where they have mentioned a source write SO

Where they have mentioned what they feel emotionally draw a heart

Where they have mentioned what they feel physically draw a hand



Which trench condition do you think 
was the most deadly for soldiers? 

1) Rat and lice 
infestation.

2) Trench 
foot.

3) Poor 
food. 



Start the discussion:
• I believe that trench foot was the most deadly aspect 

because because...
• In my opinion trench foot was the most deadly aspect 

because...
• One argument may be that trench foot was the most deadly 

aspect because...

Agree:
• I support your point that trench foot was the most deadly 

aspect started because of…
• Your opinion is reasonable because...
• I agree with your statement because...
• Your argument is a valid one because...

Build:
• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but should add that…
• Your argument is a good one, however it needs...

Challenge:
• This opinion could be questioned because…
• My own view is contrasting with yours because...
• I would like to challenge your argument because...
• I disagree with your statement for a number of reasons...

Was trench foot the most deadly aspect of 
trench life?



How much progress have you 
made today?

GREENS Use evidence from Source A to make an inference. 

Write a letter using key words we have used today to 
EXPLAIN the trench conditions. 

YELLOWS Use evidence from Source A to explain your inference. 

Write a letter using key words we have used today to 
explain the EFFECTS trench conditions have had on you 
as a soldier.  

BLUES Write a PEEK paragraph to explain your inference of 
Source A. 

Write a letter using key words we have used today to 
ASSESS the positive and negative aspects of trench 
conditions and how this would effect you as a solider. 
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