
Bolt-action rifle 

 
In the trenches, the weapon carried by all British soldiers was the 
bolt-action rifle. It was possible for the soldier to fire 15 rounds per 
minute and could kill someone up to 1,400 metres away. This meant 
that soldiers could fight each other without leaving the trenches. 

 

Machine Guns 

 
Unlike today, machine guns were not the main weapons of soldiers. 
They needed 4-6 men to man them in 1914 and had to be positioned on 
a flat surface. They could fire up to 400 rounds per minute and had 
the fire power of 100 guns! They were very dangerous and many 
soldiers dreaded the enemy soldiers who operated machine guns more 
than anyone else.  



Field guns fired shells that exploded when they hit something. They 
were large and complicated weapons to operate. They could fire shells 
as far as seven kilometres and had to be placed on a flat surface. It 
was often difficult to find a good position for the guns because the 
battle field was uneven and muddy. Each field gun needed a team of 
between four and six men to operate them. 

 

Tanks 

 
Britain used tanks in battle for the first time on 15 September 1916. By the 
summer of 1918 they were commonly used on the front line. Britain produced 
around 2,600 tanks during World War One. 
 

The first tank was nicknamed “Little Willie”, it had a Daimler engine, a caterpillar 
track and needed a crew of 3. Its maximum speed was 3mph and it was unable to 
cross trenches. The more modern tank was not completed until several weeks 
before the end of the war. It could fit a maximum of 10 men, had the first 
revolving turret and could reach speeds of 4mph.  

 



The Zeppelin 

 
The Zeppelin, or blimp as it is also known, is an airship and it was used 
during the early part of the war in bombing raids by the Germans. 
These airships weighed 12 tonnes and contained over 400,000 cubic 
feet of hydrogen. They were propelled along by 2 Daimler engines, 
which enabled the craft to travel at speeds of up to 136mph and 
heights of 4250 metres! They usually carried machine guns and around 
4,400lb of bombs! They carried out many raids and were eventually 
abandoned as they were easy targets for artillery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mustard and chlorine gases 

 
This war was also the first to use chlorine and mustard gas. The 
German army was the first to use chlorine in 1915 at Ypres.  

French soldiers had not come across this before and assumed that it 
was a smoke screen. It has a distinctive smell – a mixture of pepper 
and pineapple – and they only realised they were being gassed when 
they started to have chest pains and a burning sensation in their 
throats!  

Mustard gas was the most deadly biological weapon that was used in 
the trenches. It was odourless and took 12 hours to take effect! It 
was also very powerful, only small amounts needed to be added to 
shells to be effective and it remained active for several weeks when 
it landed in the soil!  

The nastiest thing about mustard gas is that it made the skin blister, 
the eyes sore and the victim would start to vomit. It would cause 
internal and external bleeding, and would target the lungs. It could 
take up to 5 weeks to die! 


