
GCSE English
Paper 2



Paper 2 Timings
Question Marks AOs Focus Timing

(mins)

1 4 1 True or false – identify explicit and implicit 
info. 5

2 8 1 Synthesise and summarise info from both 
texts. 10

3 12 2 Explain, comment on and analyse 
language/structure. 15

4 16 3 Compare ideas and attitudes in both texts. 20

5 40 5&6 Writing to argue, persuade or explain 45



Question 1: True or False?
• Read again the specific lines mentioned from Source A. 

• Choose four statements from the list which are TRUE.

• Shade the boxes of the ones you think are true.

• Choose a maximum of four statements.



Q2: Summarise

Point Quote Interpret

Make a clear 
statement about 
the connections.

Quote details 
from both 
sources.

Make an 
inference which 

shows 
understanding.

• This will ask you to identify key points from each source.

 Demonstrate a clear 
connection/difference
between texts. 

 Select relevant 
quotations from both 
texts to support summary.

 Begin to interpret both 
texts.

Similarly Likewise As with Like Equally

Alternatively Whereas Unlike Instead of In contrast



Question 2: You need to refer to Source A and Source B for this 
question: Use details from both Sources. 

Write a summary of the differences between Eddie and Henry. 
[8 marks]

In source A, Eddie is a typical teenager who speaks to
his father in a “mocking voice”. This shows that they 
have a close relationship and get on well with each 
other. However, in source B, Henry is much more formal 
when he speaks to his father, as he addresses him “my 
dear Father”. The respectful tone shows a difference in 
their status and that their relationship is more distant.

Point

Quote

Interpret



8 Marks

10 Minutes
Details: what is happening in both sources? – 3 points 

each
Choose 3 quotations from each passage.

Source A Source B



Point Quote Interpret
In Source A, the 
writer….

This tells us that the 
writer

WHEREAS
the writer of Source B 
shows….

Let’s remind ourselves of the structure of the 
answer

Your turn!! 



Question 3: Analysing Language
• This is similar to Question 2 on Paper 1 and asks you to analyse 

language features and key word choices.

 You must focus on the 
effect of the language.  
What impact does it have 
on the reader?

 Select quotations with 
precision – zoom in on the 
impact of specific words.

 Pay attention to the 
section of the extract you 
have been asked to read.

Method Quote Analysis

Refer to a 
method the 

writer has used.

Use a short 
quotation.

Analyse the 
meanings and 
connotations of 
words within the 

quotation.

Simile Personification Metaphor Alliteration Onomatopoeia

Noun Adjective Verb Adverb Semantic field



Method

Quotation

Analysis

Question 3: You now need to refer only to Source B, the letter by 
Henry written to his father. 

How does Henry use language to try to influence his father?
[12 marks]

Henry uses repetition when speaking to his father, but 
remains quite formal throughout. The repetition of the 
direct address “you will not let” and “you will let”
suggests that Henry is acknowledging that his father is 
in control, but then he also repeats the noun phrase 
“dear father” on a number of occasions too. By 
repeating “dear” he is trying to emotionally blackmail 
his father into believing that they are much closer 
than the formal language might suggest. This in turn 
might persuade his father to give Henry what he 
wants.



Task 1: Read source B -
highlight any quotations that may be of 
interest that contain methods or lexis we 

could analyse

Task 2: Find and label any 
elements of language you 

can see – can you add any 
effect/analysis? 

Task 3: Plan your 
analytical answer in  the 

table provided to 
organise your thoughts. 

POINT
(method) 

EVIDENCE EFFECT of language
(bullet points)

RESPONDING TO QUESTION 2 – LANGUAGE ANALYSIS



Question 4: Comparison
• This question will ask you to compare 

the different viewpoints in each text.

• You must analyse the methods used 
to present these viewpoints.

In the same way / Similarly
On the other hand / However

Attitude Evidence AnalyseA

Attitude Evidence AnalyseB
x3

Method

Method

 You must identify the 
viewpoints and attitudes in 
both texts – are they similar 
or different?

 Identify and analyse the 
techniques the writers have 
used to present their views.

 Link your ideas together 
and use connectives.

Similarly Likewise As with Like Equally

Alternatively Whereas Unlike Instead of In contrast



Question 4: For this question, you need to refer to the whole of Source A, 
together with Source B, the father’s letter to a family friend. 

Compare how the two writers convey their different attitudes to parenting 
and education.

[16 marks]

In Source A, Jay Rayner has a relaxed and calm 
attitude towards education, and uses humour to 
express his views about struggling to help his son with 
homework. This is evident as uses the simile to 
describe his own grades as “like a line of Pac-Men 
doing a conga”. This comparison not only suggests 
that Rayner didn’t get very good grades, but by 
comparing them to an old-fashioned computer 
game, it also tells us that he was not overly 
concerned about school. The “conga” is a dance 
associated with parties, further adding to the light-
hearted attitude that he shows. Just as he was 
possibly too busy playing video games to worry about 
school, Rayner also seems relaxed about his own son 
doing the same.

This is in direct contrast to Henry’s father in Source B, 
who… 

Attitude

Method

Evidence

Analysis



1. Identify the viewpoints 
and attitudes in both texts 

– are they similar or 
different? 

2. Identify and analyse 
the techniques the writers 
have used to present their 

views. 

3. Link your ideas together
in a paragraph – use 
contrast/comparison 

connectives.

Similarly Alternati
vely

Likewise Whereas
As with Unlike

Like Instead 
of

Equally In 
contrast

ATTITUDE METHOD EVIDENCE ANALYSIS

Source A

Source B

Source A

Source B



A

M

E

A

The writer reveals an attitude of… 
The writer shows he feels…

The writer reveals a viewpoint of…

The method he uses to do this is…
He does this by using powerful **adjectives*…

Readers see this when it says…
This is revealed within the quotation…

**Must try and embed your quotation**

This quotations suggests…
This language clearly shows/reveals…

**Link back to the question in this section as much as you can**



Does each paragraph include 
each of the following?

Source A: Writer’s Attitude
Method
Evidence
Analysis

Connective

Source B: Writer’s Attitude
Method
Evidence
Analysis

PEER ASSESSMENT

Annotate your 
answer with these 
aspects of AMEA 
and then write a 

WWW/EBI 
underneath.
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