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Why was Martin Luther 
King significant?

13/12/2021

Learning Outcomes:

• I can recall three events of Martin Luther King’s 
life

• I can explain how why peaceful protest was so 
difficult to deal with

• I can analyse to why MLK was such an effective 
leader

Fundamental British Values: 
Respect and Tolerance

Today’s Title:

Key Words:

Significant – Something that is 
important, that affects the world

Protest – To stand up and speak 
out for your beliefs

What makes 
peaceful 
protest 

effective?

Martin Luther King

The Freedom Rides

This lesson:

Next lesson:

Rosa Parks

Previous lesson:



Who was Martin Luther King Jr.?

• Born in Georgia, a state in southern America, 
Martin Luther King Jr. became one of the most 
important figures of the Civil Rights Movement.

• He was inspired by his Christian religion and the 
actions of people like Ghandi, who had shown 
that peaceful protest could be successful. 

• He advocated non-violent forms of protest, such 
as sit-ins, marches, boycotts and demonstrations. 

• Him and his followers were often subject to 
intense violence and pressure. However, support 
for King grew and grew and he inspired people of 
all colours to join in and help fight for Civil Rights.

Summarise the life of Martin Luther King In: 

MEG Grade 1-4:    3 full sentences or less
MEG Grade 5-6:    2 full sentences or less
MEG  Grade 7-9: 1 full sentence

2 minute timer2 minute timer



Effective protest
Media attention
World opinion

Doing the ‘right’ thing

Votes – politicians 
can stay in power.

The government 
had to balance the 

demands of the 
civil rights 

movement against 
the need to get 
votes from the 
southern states

MLK – peaceful protest Southern opposition

Why was Martin Luther King so difficult for the government to deal with?



Picture Event Significance

Copy this table into your book.
It should take up one full A4 page.



Martin Luther King and peaceful protest

You have a grid of events from Martin Luther King’s life. 
You need to cut up and organise the cards.

Picture – event – significance
The Bus Boycott
The Birmingham campaign 
The March on Washington.
The Selma to Montgomery March
Martin Luther King’s death



Picture Event Significance

In 1963, MLK decided to target 
Birmingham, Alabama as it was 
one of the most racially divided 
cities in America. King used 
boycotts and non-violent sit-ins 
to make his point. The police 
responded with violence, using 
high pressure water hoses and 
attack dogs on the students and 
children that attended.

“Bloody Sunday” led to national 
fury and caused President 
Lyndon Johnson to personally 
guarantee the marchers 
protection. 

They were able to complete 
their march and the Voting 
Rights Act was passed a few 
months later.

In December 1955 Rosa Parks 
was arrested. This sparked the 
Montgomery bus boycott which 
lasted a year. 

Martin Luther King was one of 
the main organisers of the 
boycott. This was King’s first 
major role in the Civil Rights 
Movement.

The violent response of the 
police shocked the country and 
after a month of protests the 
city of Birmingham backed 
down, promising to end 
segregation. 

MLK became a legend after this 
campaign and was made TIME 
Magazines Man of the Year.

In 1968 King had been giving a 
speech to black workers 
encouraging them to fight for 
better wages. While King was on 
the balcony of his hotel room a 
white racist named James Earl 
Ray shot him through the cheek, 
he died in hospital an hour later.

The massive protest got huge 
media attention and showed 
how powerful the Civil Rights 
movement was. It had a big 
effect on the government and a 
few months later they passed 
the Civil Rights Act 1964 which 
made discrimination against 
skin colour illegal.

In 1965 MLK organised a 
peaceful march from Selma to 
Montgomery, an area of 15,000 
Black Americans where only 200 
could vote. The police violently 
attacked marchers using tear 
gas, clubs and metal batons. 
This became known as “Bloody 
Sunday”.

The boycott was a huge success
and showed how powerful Black 
Americans could be.

It showed the effectiveness of 
peaceful protest and boycotts 
and it launched the career of 
Martin Luther King.

. In 1963 King joined with other 
Civil Rights leaders to march on 
the US capital, Washington DC 
250,000 turned up and 50,000 
were white. During this protest 
King delivered his famous “I 
have a dream” speech.

The death of King led to an 
enormous amount of violence 
and race riots that lasted for 
days. However, King’s legacy of 
peaceful protest stood the test 
of time and inspired people all 
over the world. 

The attack on the unarmed 
marchers became known as 
“Bloody Sunday” led to 
national fury and caused 
President Lyndon Johnson to 
personally guarantee the 
marchers protection. The 
Voting Rights Act was passed a 
few months later

In 1963, MLK decided to target 
Birmingham, Alabama as it 
was one of the most racially 
divided cities in America. King 
used boycotts and non-violent 
sit-ins to make his point. The 
police responded with 
violence, using high pressure 
water hoses and attack dogs 
on the students and children 
that attended.

In 1968 King had been giving a 
speech to black workers 
encouraging them to fight for 
better wages. While King was 
on the balcony of his hotel 
room a white racist named 
James Earl Ray shot him 
through the cheek, he died in 
hospital an hour later..

In December 1955 Rosa Parks 
was arrested. This sparked the 
Montgomery bus boycott 
which lasted a year. Martin 
Luther King was one of the 
main organisers of the 
boycott.

The death of King led to an 
enormous amount of violence 
and race riots that lasted for 
days. 
However, King’s legacy of 
peaceful protest stood the test 
of time and inspired people all 
over the world. 

In 1965 MLK organised three 
peaceful marches from Selma 
to Montgomery, an area of 
15,000 Black Americans where 
only 200 could vote. The 
police violently attacked 
protesters and refused to let 
them continue the march. 

In 1963 King joined with other 
Civil Rights leaders to march 
on the US capital, Washington 
DC 250,000 turned up and 
50,000 were white. During this 
protest King delivered his 
famous “I have a dream” 
speech.

The boycott was a huge 
success and showed how 
powerful Black Americans 
could be.

It showed the effectiveness of 
peaceful protest and boycotts 
and it launched the career of 
Martin Luther King.

The violent response of the 
police shocked the country 
and after a month of protests 
the city of Birmingham backed 
down, promising to end 
segregation. 

MLK became a legend after 
this campaign and was made 
TIME Magazines Man of the 
Year.

The massive protest got huge 
media attention and showed 
how powerful the Civil Rights 
movement was. It had a big 
effect on the government and 
a few months later they 
passed the Civil Rights Act 
1964 which made 
discrimination against skin 
colour illegal.

The Bus Boycott

The Birmingham 
campaign 

The March on 
Washington.

The Selma to 
Montgomery March

Martin Luther King’s 
death
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over the world. 

The attack on the unarmed 
marchers became known as 
“Bloody Sunday” led to 
national fury and caused 
President Lyndon Johnson to 
personally guarantee the 
marchers protection. The 
Voting Rights Act was passed a 
few months later

In 1963, MLK decided to target 
Birmingham, Alabama as it 
was one of the most racially 
divided cities in America. King 
used boycotts and non-violent 
sit-ins to make his point. The 
police responded with 
violence, using high pressure 
water hoses and attack dogs 
on the students and children 
that attended.

In 1968 King had been giving a 
speech to black workers 
encouraging them to fight for 
better wages. While King was 
on the balcony of his hotel 
room a white racist named 
James Earl Ray shot him 
through the cheek, he died in 
hospital an hour later..

In December 1955 Rosa Parks 
was arrested. This sparked the 
Montgomery bus boycott 
which lasted a year. Martin 
Luther King was one of the 
main organisers of the 
boycott.

The death of King led to an 
enormous amount of violence 
and race riots that lasted for 
days. 
However, King’s legacy of 
peaceful protest stood the test 
of time and inspired people all 
over the world. 

In 1965 MLK organised three 
peaceful marches from Selma 
to Montgomery, an area of 
15,000 Black Americans where 
only 200 could vote. The 
police violently attacked 
protesters and refused to let 
them continue the march. 

In 1963 King joined with other 
Civil Rights leaders to march 
on the US capital, Washington 
DC 250,000 turned up and 
50,000 were white. During this 
protest King delivered his 
famous “I have a dream” 
speech.

The boycott was a huge 
success and showed how 
powerful Black Americans 
could be.

It showed the effectiveness of 
peaceful protest and boycotts 
and it launched the career of 
Martin Luther King.

The violent response of the 
police shocked the country 
and after a month of protests 
the city of Birmingham backed 
down, promising to end 
segregation. 

MLK became a legend after 
this campaign and was made 
TIME Magazines Man of the 
Year.

The massive protest got huge 
media attention and showed 
how powerful the Civil Rights 
movement was. It had a big 
effect on the government and 
a few months later they 
passed the Civil Rights Act 
1964 which made 
discrimination against skin 
colour illegal.

The Bus Boycott

The Birmingham 
campaign 

The March on 
Washington.

The Selma to 
Montgomery March

Martin Luther King’s 
death



In your books…

Which event in Martin Luther King’s life was 
the most significant? Explain why.



GCSE FOCUS:

Explain why Martin Luther King Jr. was such an effective Civil Rights leader.
You may use the following in your answer:

- The Birmingham Campaign
- The Selma to Montgomery March

You must also use information of your own. (12 marks)

One significant reason why Martin Luther 
King was such an effective Civil Rights leader 
is his actions during... For example… As a 
result… Another consequence… This shows his 
effectiveness because…

In this “Explain” question you 
should write three paragraphs. 
One paragraph each using the 

suggestions in the question and 
one paragraph of your own 

knowledge.



One significant reson why Martin Luther King was 
such an effective Civil Rights leader is his actions 
during the Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1955, where 
he became nationally famous. For example during 
December 1955 Rosa Parks stood up for her right to 
sit on a bus and encouraged the city of Montgomery 
to boycot the bus system. As a result busses were 
desegrated in this state. Another consequence of this 
event was it launched MLK as a main leader, because 
he worked with Rosa Parks to become a Civil Rights 
leader, organising carpools to ensure the event lasted 
so long. This shows his effectiveness because he was 
able to coordinate a mass protest within one state 
that started the Civil Rights Movement nationally.



One significant reason why Martin Luther King was 
such an effective Civil Rights leader is his actions 
during the Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1955, where 
he became nationally famous. For example during 
December 1955 Rosa Parks stood up for her right to 
sit on a bus and encouraged the city of Montgomery 
to boycott the bus system. As a result busses were 
desegregated in this state. Another consequence of 
this event was it launched MLK as a main leader, 
because he worked with Rosa Parks to become a Civil 
Rights leader, organising carpools to ensure the event 
lasted so long. This shows his effectiveness because 
he was able to coordinate a mass protest within one 
state that started the Civil Rights Movement 
nationally.



One significant reason why Martin Luther King was 
such an effective Civil Rights leader is his actions 
during the Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1955✓✓, 
where he became nationally famous. For example 
during December 1955 Rosa Parks stood up for her 
right to sit on a bus and encouraged the city of 
Montgomery to boycott the bus system. As a result 
busses were desegregated✓ in this state. Another 
consequence of this event was it launched MLK as a 
main leader, because he worked with Rosa Parks to 
become a Civil Rights leader, organising carpools to 
ensure the event lasted so long. This shows✓✓ his 
effectiveness because he was able to coordinate a 
mass protest within one state that started the Civil 
Rights Movement nationally✓✓.



One significant reason why Martin Luther King was 
such an effective Civil Rights leader is his actions 
during the Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1955✓✓, 
where he became nationally famous. For example 
during December 1955 Rosa Parks stood up for her 
right to sit on a bus and encouraged the city of 
Montgomery to boycott the bus system. As a result 
busses were desegregated✓ in this state**Did 
everyone feel the benefit of this?. Another 
consequence of this event was it launched MLK as a 
main leader, because he worked with Rosa Parks to 
become a Civil Rights leader, organising carpools to 
ensure the event lasted so long. This shows✓✓ his 
effectiveness because he was able to coordinate a 
mass protest within one state that started the Civil 
Rights Movement nationally✓✓.
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