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Your Tasks:

1) Where in the 
world is 
Vietnam? 

Choose a letter 
on the board.

2) What do you 
already know 
about the 
Vietnam War?

Try to write at 
least 3 things.



Brains in Gear D

Your Tasks:

1) Where in the 
world is 
Vietnam? 

Choose a letter 
on the board.

2) What do you 
already know 
about the 
Vietnam War?

Try to write at 
least 3 things.



Why was America 
interested in Vietnam?

13/12/2021

Learning Outcomes:

• Describe the key features of communism

• Analyse documents relating to the conflict

• Evaluate why America was interested in 
Vietnam

Fundamental British Values: 
Respect and Tolerance

Today’s Title:

Key Words:

Theory = an unproven idea 
designed to explain something

Communism = The abolition of 
private capital – nobody “owns” 
anything.

Was it a bad 
thing that we 

lost our 
empire?

Why was the USA interested 
in Vietnam?

US Tactics in Vietnam

This lesson:

Next lesson:

Feedback

Previous lesson:





Cut out and place the countries and flags around your map 
with an arrow to the correct country. Some countries are 

not on the map so glue them on a different page. 

CHALLENGE: 
Looking at this map 
– what problems 
do you think 
Vietnam has? 



Rock, paper, scissors! 
Rules of the game (Part 1):

•You all have 2 lolly sticks each 
•One lolly stick = £100
•If you win your epic dual of rock, paper, scissors 
you win ONE lolly stick from your opponent
•You have 3 minutes to play as many people as 
possible – how much money can you make>

GO!!!

Rules of the game (Part 2):

•Share all the lolly sticks back out so that 
everybody has two each again. 
•THE END 



What is Communism?
In the first part of that game, there was a big competition and some people 
were able to get lots of money while most people lost out. 

This is an example of capitalism – this is the system we live in. Everybody 
competes to try and get money, it means some big companies have 
enormous amounts of money and other people have very little.

In the second part of that game, we took all the money that had been won by 
one or two players and we shared them out equally so that everyone had the 
same amount of money. 

This is an example of communism – A system where everyone has the same, 
there is no rich or poor. The government owns everything. It doesn’t matter 
what your job is or who your parents are, everyone is equal and works 
together to make the country strong.



What is Communism?

CAPITALISM – Private companies compete to get money. There are some 
people who are very rich and some people who are very poor.

COMMUNISM – The government owns and controls everything. Everyone is 
equal and works together to make the country strong.

Copy these definitions into your books.

CHALLENGE:
Who would be scared of communism? Why?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44cnzhzcYjs

The Domino Theory 
Watch the clip and 
find out what the 

“Domino Theory” is –
complete your table. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44cnzhzcYjs


The Domino Theory 
The “Domino Theory” is the idea 

that if one country becomes a 
communist country then it will 

spread to all the countries around 
it. 

This will cause lots of countries to 
quickly become communist. America was very scared of 

communism, and decided to 
fight in every country that 

they thought might become 
communist – this might stop 

the dominos from falling.



In your books…

Why was America interested in Vietnam?

Write one full paragraph that explains why 
America decided to fight in Vietnam.

Consider:
Communism

The Domino Theory
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